The Resurrection is the recreation of the world in its original beauty
and totality. It is the complete spiritualization of matter and the complete
incarnation of the spirit in God’s creation. The world has been given to
man as his life, and for this reason, according to our Christian Orthodox
teaching, God will not annihilate it but will transfigure it into “a new heaven
and a new earth,” into man’s spiritual body, into the temple of God’s pres-
ence and God’s glory in creation. “The last enemy to be destroyed is
death...” And that destruction, that extermination of death began when the
Son of God Himself in His immortal love for us voluntarily descended into
death and its darkness, filling the despair and horror of Hades with His
light and love. And this is why we sing on Pascha not only “Christ is risen
from the dead,” but also “trampling down death by death...” He alone
arose from the dead, but He has destroyed our death, destroying its domin-
ion, its despair, its finality. Christ does not promise us Nirvana or some sort
of misty life beyond the grave, but the resurrection of life, a new heaven
and a new earth, the joy of the universal resurrection. “The dead shall
arise, and those in the tombs will sing for joy...” Christ in risen, and life
abides, life lives... That is the meaning; that is the unending joy of this truly
central and fundamental confirmation of the Symbol of Faith: “And the
third day, He rose again according to the Scriptures.” According to the
Scriptures, i.e. in accordance with that knowledge of life, with that design
for the world and humanity, for the soul and body, for the spirit and matter,
for life and death, which has been revealed to us in the Holy Scriptures.
This 1s the entire faith, the entire love, and the entire hope of Christianity.
And this is why the Apostle Paul says, “If Christ is not risen, then your faith
1s in vain.” —Protopresbyter Alexander Schmemann
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* TROPARION OF THE RESURRECTION, Tone Six:
The angelic powers were at Thy tomb; the guards became as dead men.
Mary stood by Thy grave, seeking Thy most pure body. Thou didst capture

hades, not being tempted by it. Thou didst come to the Virgin granting life.
O Lord who didst rise from the dead: Glory to Thee.

* TROPARION OF THE FOUNDING, Tone Four:

Thou hast revealed the beauty of the holy dwelling place of Thy glory on
earth to be like the splendor of the heavenly firmament, O Lord. Through
the prayers of the Theotokos, strengthen it for ever and ever and accept our
supplication which we ceaselessly offer Thee therein, the life and resurrec-
tion of all!

« TROPARION OF THE FOREFEAST, Tone Four:

We offer in supplication the life-creating Cross of Thy goodness, O Lord,
which Thou hast granted to us although we are unworthy. Through the
Theotokos, save all Orthodox Christians, O only Lover of man!
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ACTIVITIES & EVENTS THIS WEEK

* Saturday, Sept. 12: 5 PM, Vigil for the Resurrection

* Sunday, Sept. 13: 8 AM, Divine Liturgy, Protection Church
9 AM, Choir Rehearsal
9 AM, High School Class, in Library
10 AM, Divine Liturgy
11:30 AM, Church School
Noon, Agape Meal

4 PM, Vigil for the Cross
* Mon, Sept. 14: 9 AM, Divine Liturgy for the Feast (Strict Fast-
ing Day)
* Tues., Sept. 15: 2 PM, Panikhida for Stephen Tom Pellizzer at
Pleasant Hill Cemetery
* Wed., Sept. 16: 5:30 PM, Akathist
6 PM, Vespers, Feast of Sts. Sophia
* Thurs., Sept. 17: 9 AM, Divine Liturgy (Feast of St. Sophia)
7 PM, Bible Study, online
* Iriday, Sept. 18: 11:30 AM—1 PM, Confessions

We begin Church School this week. The High School students are in-
vited to meet at 9 AM in the library for a scripture study, and Q&A, with Ir
Daniel. The class will end about 9:35 or so, to allow those students to sing in
the choir or serve in the Altar. All the other classes will meet after Liturgy, in
the usual way. Please offer a word of thanks to our teachers: Vicky Basch
(Church School Coordinator), Billy-Justice, Carmen, Anastasia, Gabrielle,
Seraphim, Matushka Marina, and Fr Daniel. Signs are posted for class
rooms. —Fr Lawrence

Dear Church Family: our salvation was accomplished by our God, Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ upon the Tree of the Cross (called that to remind us of
the Garden of Paradise), and therefore, it is our joy and bounden duty to
offer the Lord our deepest gratitude for saving us from death, sin and non-
existence. God loves everyone, and does all He can to give them that love.
God is not looking to damn us or to find fault in us. The cross is the sign of
His love. The importance of our worship, in regards to the Cross, can be

seen in the fact that the second major feast day of the Liturgical year is that
of the Elevation of the Holy and Precious Cross. We will serve the Vigil for
this feast day at 4 PM on Sunday (hopefully a time that works for you), and
Liturgy on Monday at 9 AM. Let this day be kept as holy—the Church
gives us the wonderful opportunity to experience a strict fast day (no food or
drink until 3 PM) in remembrance of the sufferings of the Lord, and our
gratitude to Him. One does that by praying at the Vigil, and communing at
the Divine Liturgy and by keeping the fast of the day. The Precious Cross
will be in the middle of the church temple for veneration until Sept. 20.

Matushka Ann and I will be gone on a pilgrimage to monasteries on
Mull and Iona in Scotland, to Lindisfarne and then to Cyprus to be on a
tour of the ancient churches there with Fr Ilya and Orthodox Tours. For any
pastoral needs and emergencies, do not hesitate to reach out to one of the
other priests. I don’t know of another parish that has so many (each won-
derful) priests:

Fr Daniel<(509) 518-5079; Ir Nicholas—(707) 318-5391

Fr. Damian—(602) 418-2982; Fr David—(303) 909-7772

Thanks be to God, our parish has grown. With this growth
we also want to ensure that the church playground is a safe and
fun place for our parish children. With this is mind, a number
of parents of young children asked that a sign be posted listing
some basic rules, let’s call it the “Playground Ten Command-
ments.” Children will probably not read the sign—so parents
are asked to help their children understand and abide by the
rules. Let’s all, parents or friends, be attentive and help to keep
things kid friendly!

Some further Remunders to Parents:

- Accompany your child to get food or a beverage at the
Agape Meal. Help keep the parish grounds clean after lunch
by collecting plates, cups, water bottles and utensils, which
are often left outside

- Accompany your child to the rest room.

- If your child is on the playground, you must be there too.



