ANNOUNCEMENTS

SUNDAY, August 16, 2026, Post-feast of Dormition

* TROPARION OF THE RESURRECTION, Tone Twor:

When Thou didst descend to death, O Life-Immortal, Thou didst slay hades
with the splendor of Thy Godhead; and when from the depths Thou didst
raise the dead, all the powers of Heaven cried out: O Giver of Life, Christ
our God, glory to Thee.

* TROPARION OF THE DORMITION, Tone One:
In giving birth thou didst preserve thy virginity. In falling asleep thou didst

not forsake the world, O Theotokos. Thou wast translated to life, O Mother
of Life, and by thy prayers thou dost deliver our souls from death.

* KONTAKION OF THE DORMITION, Tone Two:

The grave and death, could not hold the Theotokos, who is unsleeping in her intercessions, and an

unfading hope in her mediations. For as the Mother of Life, she was translated to Life by the One Who

dwelt in her ever-virgin womb.

« I'riday, August 14:

« Saturday, August 15:

* Sunday, August 16:

» Wed., August 19:
* Thurs., August 20:

« I'riday, August 21:

ACTIVITIES & EVENTS THIS WEEK

11:30 AM—1 PM, Confessions
6 PM, Vigil for the Feast of the Dormition of the Theotokos

In Calistoga at Monastery: 9 AM Festal Dwine Liturgy
5 PM, Great Vespers (only) and Confessions
6 PM, Prep for Baptisms

8 AM, Divine Liturgy

9 AM, Baptisms

9 AM, Choir Rehearsal

10 AM, Divine Liturgy / Agape Meal and reception for the Newly-Illumined
6 PM, Vespers

6 PM, Men’s Fellowship hosting a Going Away Pizza Dinner for Aaron Wilkerson
T he next Bible Study will be Sept. 3

11:30 AM—1:30 PM, Confessions
6 PM, San Anselmo/St Nicholas: Square Dance

We congratulate those precious catechumens being baptized this Sunday: Ariel-Magdalen, Logan-

Constantine, Avery-George, Ruadri-Anthony, Alicia-Mary and Judges-Isaiah. Many Years to them and

their sponsors.
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The Church has believed and ever taught that the All-Holy Lady died—fell asleep in the Lord
(Dormution means falling asleep), being subject to death, which is the separation of the soul from the body.
However, the Church teaches us that she was assumed into heaven—her body and soul were brought
back into unity in the resurrection that God intends for all of us. A hymn tells us that: “the Mother of
God was bodily ‘translated’ to heaven, since the Lord did not allow the most pure temple of the Word to
experience corruption: The Lord and God of all gave thee as thy portion the things that are above
nature. For just as He kept thee virgin in thy childbirth so did He preserve thy body incorrupt in the
tomb; and He glorified thee by a divine Translation, showing thee honor as a Son to His Mother.”

What is this saying? The hymn is celebrating the great mystery in Christ, that she—as we will be
too in God’s time—was raised from the dead and was taken up into heaven, in soul and body (humans
have and are both). She has passed beyond death and judgment, and lives wholly in the Age to Come, the
Eighth Day, the Kingdom of God—as we will too. The Resurrection of the Body, which all Christians
await, has in her case been anticipated and is already an accomplished fact. In this fact, her life and
death are not a great exception: what we are
celebrating is that we all hope to share one The Church School Teachers invite all our parish
day in that same glory of the Resurrection of {§ parents and students to a BBQ dinner on Sunday,
the Body which she enjoys even now. The l September 6 at 4 PM, here at the church. This event
feast of Dormition shows us a glorious passing § is our version of a “back to school night” at which
from a holy and unique life, through death H the teachers and I will briefly—very briefly—share a
toward resurrection—even beyond what we little bit about this year’s church school curriculum.
think of heaven, since she dwells in the RSVP by August 30, to Vicky Basch at (707)

coming age of the resurrection, at her Son’s I 291-2369 or vabasch@gmail.com. My thanks to the

side. The triumph of the Theotokos is our St Seraphim Men’s Fellowship ahead of time for H
triumph; her assumption is our hope of glory; | sponsoring and preparing the BBQ. —Fr Lawrence I
we struggle even now to overcome the bounds

of nature, to be in Communion with the Lord, to overcome sin, and prepare ourselves daily for a blessed

death. But it will take some planning and some attention for us. Hopefully we will learn from our Most
Holy Lady Theotokos how to do that. Come to the Feast to learn. —/F Lawrence

Christians should be on time for Liturgy and not be late. If one were invited to a meeting with
King Charles one would not show up late. How much more when we are invited into the presence of the
King of kings? Excusing lateness by saying that “the Liturgy is eternal and ongoing” will not do. It is true
that worship 1s eternal and ongoing, but it is also true that the deacon 1s instructed by our tradition to
look around the nave, see the assembled people, and report “it is time for the Lord to act.” The Greek
word rendered “time” 1s kazros, not chronos. Chronos 1s what you measure on watches and calendars; kazros
means the moment of decision and opportunity. It means that the Lord has decided that He will now
appear in our midst. Devotion to Him requires that we be there when He does. ...this all means that we
attend Liturgy to experience the divine presence of Christ. We do not primarily come to listen to the
choir or kiss icons or hear Bible lessons or learn from the homily, though of course we do all those things.
But those things are means to an end, not ends in themselves. The end, the goal, the purpose for our
assembling is to encounter Christ in our midst, to receive Him into our hearts and bodies through
partaking of the Eucharist and to experience the ongoing healing and transformation that is our
Christian journey. —Fr Lawrence Farley
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CHURCH SCHOOL CLASSES TO BEGIN SEPT. 13

Our Parish Church School classes for K-12th
Grade, will begin this year on Sunday, September
13. Classes for the younger students meet after the
Divine Liturgy. The key ingredient to making Church
School a fruitful experience of faith is parental teaching
at home. A functional prayer life can only be learned at
home. We cannot out-source religious education. The
Orthodox Christian faith is only reinforced at Church
School. Historically, church school is a rather recent
development, and yet Church history is full of saintly
families. Parents, make your home a little church, a
place where God comes first, a place of prayer, of love
for one another, of peace and of learning about God

and His saving providence.

Any questions, please see Vicky Basch, Church School Coordinator

Father Daniel will be teaching the
High School students this year with a focus
on a book of scripture. So that the students
have an opportunity to spend time with
each other after the Liturgy, the class will
be taught from 9-9:40 AM on Sundays.
This timing will also give those who serve
in the altar and choir to continue to
participate in those ministries. Also it will
give the students the opportunity to help
out in other ways (kitchen, candle desk or
in the younger church school classes),
basically helping to bridge their
interactions in church as they grow from
teen to young adult. The plan 1s to start
this program Sunday September 13th.
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For our reading of Scripture to be fruitful, to help save our souls, we must ourselves be leading a

spiritual life in accordance with the Gospel. The Scriptures are addressed precisely to those who are

trying to lead a spiritual life. Others will usually read them in vain, and will not even understand much.

St. Paul teaches: “The natural [i.e., unspiritual] man receiveth not the things of the spirit of God: for

they are foolishness unto him; neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned” (I Cor.

2: 14). The more one is leading a spiritual life, the more one is capable of understanding the Scripture. A

second point. Because we are weak and can only boast of our infirmities, we must pray to God to open

the eyes of our understanding by His grace. Even Christ’s disciples on the road to Emmaus did not

understand the Scripture; they did not understand that it was Christ in front of them interpreting the

Scripture, until Christ Himself opened their minds (cf Luke 24:45). So unless we have our minds opened

—which comes from the grace of God—we will read Scripture and not understand it; hearing we will

not understand, seeing we will not see. — Hieromonk Seraphim (Rose)

Since June of 2005, Nicolas Custer has faithfully, with distinction and great success, served as the

Choir Master and Music Director here at the parish. His understanding of the Divine Services is

unparalleled, his singing and directing have been at the highest level of Orthodox Liturgical music, and

he has given the parish, and the Orthodox Church in general, a treasure of his own compositions (widely

appreciated in the US) and countless arrangements of Russian, Moldavia, Byzantine, Ukrainian, etc.

chants in English (litanies, Cherubic hymns, antiphons, and so forth). He accepted the position back in

2005, despite the meagre compensation that was being offered, and the rather primitive living conditions

he had to endure after moving up from Monterey (remember the old modular building he shared with
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Church School??). For years he worked here very

, : . .
much underpaid, and under-appreciated as well. Cover charge:

His steadfast faith in God and love for the " Adults $10
_ Children S5

St. Nicholas Orthodox Church
102 Ross Avenue, San Anselmo’

FRIDAY, AUG I

Church, no doubt, enabled him to gracefully
accept the less than ideal conditions. There are
no adequate words to thank Nicolas for his
offering of praise and song! We are indebted to
him and his sacrifice of praise. We are in a time
of transition now, so as of September 1, Nicolas
will, of course, continue to sing and direct at the
8 AM Divine Liturgy (and be available for
funerals and daily services if needed), and he will 6:30 - 10pm

continue to live here at the parish. However, as Square dancing is easy and funl
we must think about succession of parish staff, Learn the basic steps %
‘from the caller at 7pm sharp.t \

including myself, Justin Margitich will take up all
the other choir director responsibilities Invite a friend! p
remaining during the week, Saturday evening \ Snacks provided.
Vigils, etc. while Alexander Margitich will focus \ ¥/
on the Sunday choir (and the 9 AM rehearsals)

and other services as he and Justin work together.

Thankfully, Nicolas will be here to cover services

as needed. — wuth love and respect, Fr Lawrence

-— e |
L ¢4 j
«
"y
5

In the photo above we see Lucas on the left and, next to him, Jonah, visiting the Monastery
of St. John in Manton on one of our parish pilgrimage/work visits. Lucas is now living at the
monastery, pursuing the monastic calling, and Jonah is now at St. Herman’s Monastery in
Platina, also pursuing the monastic life. May the Lord bless them both.

The photo on the right was taken at another pilgrimage/work visit to the monastery. Here we
see Jesse Isaac Pell working on the roof of the chapel. Another pilgrimage is scheduled for

October. €



