
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Sunday, June 21, 2026
	  

ACTIVITIES & EVENTS 
• Fri., June 19:	 8 a.m., Matins / 11:30 a.m.–1 p.m., Confessions 

• Sat., June 20:	 4 p.m., Q&A for Inquirers and Catechumens 
	 5 p.m., Vigil /Confessions 

• Sun., June 21:	 8 a.m., Divine Liturgy 
	 9 a.m., Choir Rehearsal 
	 10 a.m., Divine Liturgy / Agape Meal 

• Tues., June 23:	 6 p.m., Vigil for the Feast of  the Nativity of  St. John the Baptist 

• Wed., June 24:	 9 a.m., Divine Liturgy for the Feast  
	 4 p.m., Diaper Bank (No Vespers) 

• Thurs., June 25:	 7 p.m., Online Bible Study with Fr. James 

• Fri., June 26:	 11:30 a.m.–1 p.m., Confessions, in the Protection Church 

Thanks be to God, next Sunday, June 28, we will receive Deborah Blum, Cooper, and Anabelle Gore and 
Kiernan Vierra as catechumens at 9:40 a.m., before the Divine Liturgy. Please keep them in your prayers as they 
prepare themselves for this wonderful next step.  

Please pray for those going to Church Camp, up in the hills, an hour + east of  Fresno. We leave on Sunday 
after a quick lunch: Jackson, Zoya, Thea, Ella, Cyprus, the York family, and Fr. Lawrence.  

Two important liturgical celebrations are coming up. The first feast is the birthday of  St. John the Baptist 
and Forerunner, with Vigil on Tuesday, June 23 at 6 p.m., and the Divine Liturgy on Wednesday, June 24 at 9 
a.m. The Lord praised St. John as the “greatest of  those born of  woman,” and so we are eager to praise him too 
and ask his heavenly intercessions as we walk with the Lord Jesus Christ. How wonderful to be invited to 
celebrate the birthday of  the holiest man that ever lived. The second feast, and the end of  the Apostles’ Fast, is 
that of  Sts. Peter and Paul, the foremost of  the Apostles. Vigil will be served on Sunday, June 28 at 4 p.m., and 
the Divine Liturgy on Monday, June 29 at 9 a.m. We conclude the Apostles’ Fast on that day.  

Since 1925, the faithful from Bay Area parishes have made a pilgrimage to Fort Ross on the observed 
Independence Day Holiday. The Divine Liturgy will be celebrated at the Fort Ross chapel on Friday, July 3, at 
10 a.m. Pack a picnic (and sunscreen) to enjoy after the Divine Liturgy. 

Dear Members of  the Parish: It has been a while since I have mentioned the important role that Legacy Gifts 
(also known as Planned Gifts) provide for our parish. By Legacy Gift, we refer to leaving a gift in one’s will or 
estate plan to our parish. I mention this type of  thing occasionally because these are ways in which, first, we can 
give thanks to God for what He has given us, and secondly, these gifts serve as the “silent scaffolding” that 
supports the work of  our parish. For example, many of  you will fondly remember John Hartman of  blessed 
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memory who reposed a few years ago. John left a substantial Legacy Gift that has been a great blessing for us, and 
for the Diocese as well. As for the parish: we have been able to make many improvements and upgrades 
(reroofing St. Seraphim Cathedral, covering costs for frescoes, charitable donations, etc.). The Diocese benefited 
from our five-year investment (approved by the Council) of  $400,000 in the Orthodox Church Capital Improvement 
Fund (OCCIF), which loans funds to parishes, missions, and monastic communities that are building temples and 
parish halls. Yet it is not just the large Legacy Gifts that make a difference; every gift makes a difference. Your 
Legacy Gifts have also helped our parish participate with some local and national charitable efforts, supplying 
funds for the regular maintenance of  the Protection Church, as well as more visible projects such as 
iconography. All these blessings are happening because several parishioners have prayerfully considered what the 
church has meant in their lives, what they value in life, and how they wish to provide for it in their will or estate 
plan. Won’t you consider making such a gift that seeks to preserve our story for future generations? Please see me 
regarding any questions you may have. —Father Lawrence 

The Parish is not an organization like those in society—it is the Body of  Christ (see Epistle to the Ephesians 
and elsewhere), which has organizations that enable it to function. Like tithing, these things aren’t done for 
God’s sake—He lacks nothing. The list below is about blessings, not volunteering. Whatever the task, we must 
strive to do it for the benefit of  the members of  the Body of  Christ (not for our own ego) and, therefore, as 
servants of  our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, we seek His blessing first. As your priest, I can confidently say that 
ALL are called to participate in the family/parish life, some in a position of  leadership, some in a supporting or 
training role. The forty tasks listed here are ways in which WE find fulfillment and fellowship in our Christian 
life. As Father Michael Margitich used to ask now and then, “Do you wear a bib or do you wear an apron?”  

The list is not in the order of  “importance” — each and every task is important for the building up of  the 
Church. How to get involved? If  you are not yet involved in one of  the ministries and tasks listed below, contact 
me. —Father Lawrence 

Parish Council Members, Altar servers, Church Readers, Sacristan work, Prosphora & Preparation 
of  Holy Bread, Bell Ringing, Candle Desk Attendants, Usher, Live-Streaming, Agape Meal 
Coordinator/assistant, Sunday Agape Meal Set up (coffee, etc.), Church Cleaning, Temple Floral 
Team, Ironing icon covers, Sewing, Garden, Supplies, Storage Building, Pantry, Duplex and Parish 
Building Manager, eScrip, Holy Myrrh-bearing Women and Men (Care for the Reposed), Women’s 
Prayer Groups, Funeral Memorial Meals, Nativity Play, Catechists, Library, Sisterhood, St. 
Seraphim Men’s Fellowship, Monastery Pilgrimages, Church School teachers (K–HS), Young Adult 
Group (18–25), Mercy Meals for the Sick, Parish Hall Event Coordinator and Manager, Catholic 
Charities Liaison, Matushka Olga Diaper Bank, Angels Unawares (formerly “Nomadic Shelter”), 
Church Office help, Planned Giving Ministry, Graphics (making flyers and posters for events) 

❦ 
These twelve Jesus sent out and commanded them, saying, “Do not go into the way of  the Gentiles,  
and do not enter into a city of  the Samaritans. But go rather to the lost sheep of  the house of  Israel.  

And as you go, preach, saying, The kingdom of  heaven is at hand.” —Matthew 10: 5,6 

Several years ago, one of  the presenters at our Lenten clergy retreat urged us not to be so concerned about 
“outreach” and to focus our attention on the people who are already “members of  the Church” but have not yet 
become “disciples” of  Christ; evangelizing our own people. The recent influx of  inquirers and catechumens, 
which no one expected, is a good example of  why we needed, and continue to need, to do this. God is bringing 
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in the “Gentiles and the Samaritans”—but are we ready to receive them? Ready or not, here they come. As 
disciples of  Christ, we too are called “out of  the world” so as to become “witnesses” that another, very different 
world is “at hand.” Discipleship requires of  us that we “drop out” of  our contemporary world. There is no way 
around this, and the program of  the Church that is designed to help us develop this discipleship is always “out 
of  step” with “the times.” The Apostle’s Fast is no exception. The people who are coming to the Orthodox 
Church now, whether they know it or not, are “refugees” from this world and its culture wars. What will they 
find here? More worldliness?  The Church is not here to solve the world’s problems. The Church is the solution. 
Jesus calls us to “follow” Him. Orthodoxy is how we do that. “Do this and you will live!”  —Fr. Philip McCaffery 

Please take a look at the Annual Report put out by FOCUS to see how this Orthodox organization has 
engaged in meaningful works of  charity and caring for the less fortunate in numerous urban centers across the 
USA. It’s truly something inspired, equipped, and sustained by God and the hard and imaginative work of  the 
organizers. As you will see in the report, FOCUS now has a presence in San Francisco. 

On Liturgical Composure. We assemble together as the Church. “When I say that I am going to church, it 
means that I am going into the assembly of  the faithful in order together with them, to constitute the Church, in 
order to be what I became on the day of  my baptism—a member, in the fullest, absolute meaning of  the term, 
of  the Body of  Christ” (Fr. Alexander Schmemann, The Eucharist). During the Divine Liturgy, the very first thing 
that happens following the opening blessing —“Blessed is the Kingdom” — is that the deacon calls the people to 
their liturgical ministry. He directs them to pray, and specifically for what they are meant to pray: “In peace, let 
us pray to the Lord.” And with that, the people respond with prayer, either by singing, or simply by the 
movement of  the soul in the heart. “For the peace from above…For our Metropolitan…for this land…for the 

sick and the suffering…” etc. The Liturgy is a continual motion of  
prayer to God, which the deacon initiates, and invites us all to pray 
for specific things. We don’t merely listen, we pray—meaning, “we 
lift up our hearts” unto the Lord—with intention and concentration. 
Yes, of  course, parents of  young children have another ministry, 
which is to slowly, week by week, teach their children how to “be in 
church,” so it’s understandable when a child has to take a break. 
And those who are preparing the agape meal have another task that 
particular Sunday. All that is completely fine. However, if  we are 
going in and out of  the church, conversing outside or distracting 
ourselves—and others—this is going to weaken the ability to pray. If  

we do pray attentively, we will find ourselves exhausted at the conclusion of  the Divine Liturgy—attentive prayer 
is taxing as we learn how to do it (it does not come naturally. Give it time). We will not ask whether we 
participated, we will know we absolutely did, because we spent the whole of  the liturgy praying and attending, 
which is no small feat. St. Paul tells us, it is the Holy Spirit who prays through us—in this way, as vehicles of  
prayer for one another, the Church, and all creation, the people of  God are the instruments of  God’s action for 
the life of  the world and for its salvation. —borrowed 

Recent work around the parish includes: work on the eradication of  blackberries in the west parking lot 
and solar panel field; installing an enclosure around the garbage/recycle dumpsters (please do not park in front 
of  it on Wednesday and Thursdays); mowing of  the vineyard and weedwhacking around it (thank you, Jackson 
Babb); repair of  the leaded window frames in St. Seraphim Cathedral (one at a time—thank you, Michael 
Danford); framing of  the St. John of  SF and “Fort Ross Saints” Icons (again, thank you, Michael); donation and 
chopping of  wood for the BBQ and fire pit (thanks, Brian, Joe, and Daniel); renovation of  the duplex. 
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PROTECTION OF THE HOLY VIRGIN MARY ORTHODOX CHURCH	 JULY 2026
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

28 – Sts. Cyrus and John 29 – Sts. Peter and Paul 30 JULY 1 2 3 4
• 8 AM, Divine Liturgy 
• 9:40 AM, Catechumens 
• 10 AM, Divine Liturgy 
• Noon, Agape Meal 

• 4 PM, Vigil for the Feast 
of  Sts. Peter and Paul

• 9 AM, Divine 
Liturgy  

5 PM, BYO - BBQ 
for the Feast Day 

• 5:30, Akathist to St 
John of  SF 
• 6 PM, Vespers 
• 6:45 PM, Genesis 
Study

• 7 PM, Online Bible 
Study

• 10 AM, Divine 
Liturgy at Fort Ross

Feast of  St. John of  SF 
at the Geary St 

Cathedral 

• 5 PM, Vespers/
Confessions

5 – St. Sergius of Radonezh 6 7 8 9 10 11
• 8 AM, Divine Liturgy 
• 10 AM, Divine Liturgy 
• Noon, Agape Meal • 5:30 Akathist 

• 6 PM, Vespers • 7 PM, Online Bible 
Study

• 8 AM, Matins 
• 11:30 AM–1 PM, 
Confessions

• 5 PM, Vigil/Confessions

12 – St. Paisius of Mt Athos 13 14 15 – St. Vladimir 16 17 18
• 8 AM, Divine Liturgy 
• 10 AM, Divine Liturgy 
• Noon, Agape Meal 

Parish Feast at Sts. Peter and 
Paul, Stony Pt Road

• 9 AM, Divine Liturgy 

• 5:30 PM, Akathist 
• 6 PM, Vespers 
• 6:45 PM, Genesis 
Study

• 7 PM, Online Bible 
Study 

• 8 AM, Matins 
• 11:30 AM–1 PM, 
Confessions 
 

• 5 PM, Vigil

19 – St. Seraphim of Sarov 20 21 22 23 24 – Sts. Boris and Gleb 25
• 8 AM, Divine Liturgy 
• 10 AM, Hierarchical 
Divine Liturgy 
• Noon, Agape Meal

Diaconal/Choir 
Practicum all week 

Greeting & BBQ for 
participants at 5 PM

• 8:30 AM, Divine 
Liturgy in both 
churches

• 8:30 AM, Divine 
Liturgy in both 
churches

• 8:30 AM, Divine 
Liturgy in both 
churches 

• 5 PM??  Vigil

• 9:30 AM, 
Hierarchical Divine 
Liturgy • 5 PM, Great Vespers/

Confessions

26 – St. Jacob of Alaska 27 28 29 30 31 AUGUST 1 — Cross Feast
• 8 AM, Divine Liturgy 
• 10 AM, Divine Liturgy 
• Noon, Agape Meal 

Men’s Fellowship to Holy 
Trinity/SF and ballgame

• 6 PM, Parish 
Council Meeting

• 5:30 PM, Akathist 
• 6 PM, Vespers 
• 6:45 PM, Genesis 
Study

• 7 PM, Online Bible 
Study

• 11:30 AM–1 PM, 
Confessions 

• 6 PM, Matins for 
the Feast of  the Cross

• 9 AM, Water Blessing 

• 5 PM, Vigil/Confessions


