ANNOUNCEMENTS

SUNDAY, December 28,2025
Sts. Davicl, James and Joseph

* RESURRECTIONAL TROPARION, Tone Four:

When the women disciples of the Lord learned from the angel the joyous
message of the Resurrection, they cast away the ancestral curse, and elatedly
told the Apostles: death is overthrown, Christ God is risen, granting the
world great mercy.

* TROPARION OF NATIVITY, Tone Four:

Thy Nativity, O Christ our God, hath shone to the world the light of wisdom; for by it those who worshipped
the stars, were taught by a star to worship Thee the Sun of Righteousness, and to know Thee, the Dayspring
from on high. O Lord, glory to Thee.

* TROPARION OF THE RIGHTEOUS ONES, Tone Two:

Proclaim the wonder, O Joseph, to David, the ancestor of God; thou hast seen a Virgin great with child; and
thou didst give glory with the shepherds; thou didst worship with the Magi, and didst receive the news from the
Angel. Pray to Christ God to save our souls!

* KONTAKION OF THE RIGHTEOUS ONES, Tone Three:

Godly David on this day i1s filled with gladness of spirit; Joseph also joineth James in offering glory and praises.
They rejoice, for as Christ’s kinsmen, they have received crowns: and they praise the One ineffably born upon
earth as they cry out with a great voice: O Lord of mercy, save them that honor Thy Name.

* KONTAKION OF NATIVITY; Model Melody:

On this day the Virgin beareth the Transcendent in essence; to the Unapproachable, the earth doth offer a small
cave; Angels join in choir with shepherds in giving glory; with a star the Magi travel upon their journey; for our
sakes 1s born a young Child, He that existed before the ages as God.

ACTIVITIES & EVENTS THIS WEEK

e Saturday, Dec. 27: 5 PM, Great Vespers for the Resurrection and Post-Feast of Christmas

« Sunday, Dec. 28: 8 AM, Divine Liturgy ~ Protection Church
10 AM, Divine Liturgy ~ St. Seraphim / Agape Meal

» Wednesday, Dec. 31: 5 PM, Vespers for St. Basil, Feast of the Circumcision and New Year’s Day

e Thursday, Jan. 1: 9:30 AM, Divine Liturgy for the Feast
5 PM, Vespers and Akathist for the Feast of St. Seraphim of Sarov

* Iriday, Jan. 2: 9:30 AM, Greeting of Bishop Vasily and Hierarchical Divine Liturgy for
the Feast of St. Seraphim, Agape Meal to follow
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December 31 is the Leave-taking of the Feast of Nativity. From Christmas until Dec. 31 we greet one
another with the words “Christ is born” and respond, “Glorify Him.” FYI: The parish of the Nativity of the
Theotokos in Novato will celebrate its parish feast on Leave-taking, with Vespers on December 31 at 6 PM. All
are invited.

On January 1 we celebrate the feasts of the Circumcision of Christ (see below) and St. Basil the Great.

On January 2 we keep the feast of the Repose of St. Seraphim with Vespers and the Akathist on Jan. 1 at 5 PM,
and the next morning, Jan. 2, the greeting of Bishop Vasily at 9:30 AM and the Divine Liturgy.

The Feast of Theophany/Epiphany, the Feast of Lights, as it was once called, is January 5th and 6th. See the
calendar for service times.

The St. Seraphim Men’s Fellowship will have a potluck dinner on Thursday, January 8th, 6 PM.
Please update and renew your Commemoration Booklets for 2026 at the Candle Desk.

The Tradition of the Church is for us to have our homes blessed each year, sanctifying them, dispelling the
“residue of sin” built up over the last year with the Water of the Feast of Theophany. In previous years I have
posted a list with dates and times and local regions for each person’s home to be blessed, and I will post that
again in a couple of days. I am honored and very happy to come to each home. —F Lawrence

“The light exposes the truth. It allows the reality of things to be seen. The wicked flee reality. They despise
the light. They prefer their own blindness, and the delusions that they themselves create. They want to make up
their own version of things. They want, most specifically, to fashion their own images of themselves. They want
to see themselves, not as they really are, but as they wish themselves to be. And together with this, they want a
version of others which confirms their own opinions of themselves. And most especially, they want an image of
God that they can handle and manipulate to serve their deluded and illusory purposes for their own profit and
pleasure. The lovers of darkness, therefore, are fundamentally liars and idolaters. They are liars about
themselves and about God. They make their own gods, and then fashion themselves in the images and likenesses
of the gods they have made.” Archpriest Thomas Hopko wrote this as part of a meditation about why some
people do not see Christ, whereas others do. I doubt that he gained this insight by watching others. Rather, he 1s
a man who has encountered his own wickedness and can say, with Marcus Aurelius, “Nothing human is foreign
to me.” As St. Issac of Syria writes so intriguingly, “One who does not know evil is not pure in heart.”
Apparently, it is not so much a matter of some “good” people accepting the light of Christ (and the truth it
reveals) while the “bad” people reject it. Rather, we are all blind, all darkened by evil. Some however are willing
to be healed whereas others are not. Why? Because some have come to love the darkness. That, at least, is how
Jesus answers the question: “For this is the judgement, that the light has come into the world, and men loved
darkness rather than light.” I remember reading in the Philokalia one of the Fathers teaching that the second
stage of repentance is “learning to hate your sins.” This assumes the fact that we actually do continue to love
them, even after our “conversion.” Becoming a Christian does not bring peace—it starts a war. The warfare of
repentance. —Father Philip McCaffery

The Annual Walk for Life in San Francisco will take place on Saturday, January 24. Maybe some of us could
make plans to car-pool to SF for the 8:30 AM Divine Liturgy at Holy Trinity Cathedral prior to the walk.

At the new year, Christians, like everyone else, enjoy celebrations and top-ten lists of movies and songs; we
make resolutions that will not be resolved and we prayerfully remember those that have departed this life during
the year just passed. Especially, we also direct our thoughts and our actions towards asking God to bless and
sanctify the life we live, our family and friends and acquaintances, and the days we have allotted to us by God,
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1.e. whatever and whomever God has given us. And to do that, we must ask ourselves: What is the state of my
soul now? What is my relationship with Christ, and with others? What do I lack? Maybe, I lack serious and
consistent prayer and attendance at Saturday evening Vespers and the Sunday Divine Liturgy and feast days;
maybe I am weak with doing works of mercy for the poor, or with acts of forgiveness, and whatever else? I
should also ask myself: what do I have, that is to say, what occupies my life and y thoughts? Anxiety, joy, worries;
or do I have peace of heart? These are important questions, since time, the time we have in this life, will end at
some point, about which we know not. St Paul recommends that we “redeem the time” — let it have value
before God and man (this has nothing to do with “keeping busy,” which can become the greatest source of
wasting and killing time imaginable. If we could actually be less busy doing unnecessary things, we could be
about doing that which is necessary, and be good stewards of the time allotted to us). Time is God’s gift to us,
and time leads us to our deaths, but it also leads us to eternity. —borrowed

— Our Parish Annual
Meeting will take place on
Sunday, February 1, 2026,
after the Divine Liturgy. Please
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at the
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Gathering

of the

mark your calendars for this
important gathering:

Many thanks for the
generosity of those who
responded to the Christmas
appeal. May the Lord continue
to grant you blessings.

Join us to pray, march,
& fellowship together
at the Walk for Life!

WALK
tor LIFE

- ) Saturday, January 24th
12:00 PM
Civic Center Plaza,

San Francisco, CA
Corner of Polk Street &
Grove Street

for details go to oclife.org/walk

Let us all offer a word of
thanks to Carmen Anderson,
who directed the wonderful
Christmas play last weekend.
We congratulate the children
who performed so splendidly,
and offer our thanks to the
parents who worked in so
many different areas to make
the play a success: the stage,
costumes, moving tables and
chairs, helping at rehearsals,
the meal before the play, and
all those who labored in
humble yet effective ways.
How blessed we are!



PROTECTION OF THE HOLY VIRGIN MARY ORTHODOX CHURCH

JANUARY 2026

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
December 28 29 30 3 January 1 2 - St. Seraphim Day 3 - Prefeast of Theophany
* 8 AM & 10 AM, Divine * 9:30 AM, Divine * 9:30 AM, Hierarchical

Liturgy
* Noon, Agape Meal

* 4 PM, Diaper Bank
* 5 PM, Great Vespers

Liturgy and prayers for
New Year

Divine Liturgy for the
Feast of St. Seraphim

* 5 PM, Great Vespers and

* 11:30 AM, Church School
* Noon, Agape Meal

* 6 PM, Parish
Council Meeting

* 5:30 PM, Akathist to
Matushka Olga
* 6 PM, Vespers

* 7 PM, Bible Study with
Fr. James, online

« 11:30 AM=1 PM,
Confessions

for the Feast of the * 5 PM, Great Vespers | Festive Agape Meal | Confessions
Circnmcision of XC/St  |and Akathist for St.
Basil the Great Seraphim
4 - Prefeast of Theophany 5 - Eve of Theophany 6 - Theophany 7 8 9 10
* 8 AM, Divine Liturgy EAST DAY * 9 AM, Divine No Confessions today
* 9:30 AM, Akathist * 11:30 AM, Vesperal | Liturgy and Water * 3:30, Catechism, on the
* 10 AM, Divine Liturgy Liturgy/Water Blessing | Blessing in the No Vespers * 6 PM, Men’s Theotokos
* 11:30 AM, Church School Protection Church Fellowship Dinner * 5 PM, Vigil/Confessions
* Noon, POTLUCK Agape |* 6 PM, Matins of
Theophany House Blessings begin
11 - St. Theodosius 12 13 14 15 - St. Paul of Thebes |16 17
* 8 AM, Divine Liturgy * 9 AM, Divine Liturgy
* 9 AM, Baptism * 11:30 AM-1 PM,
* 10 AM, Divine Liturgy * 5:30 PM, Akathist to |* 7 PM, Bible Study with | Confessions * 5 PM, Vigil/Confessions
* 11:30 AM, Church School Matushka Olga Fr. James, online
* Noon, Agape Meal * 6 PM, Vespers
18 - Sts. Cyril and Athanasivs |19 20 2 22 - Apostle Timothy 23 L
* 8 AM, Divine Liturgy * 9 AM, Divine Liturgy | 11:30 AM-1 PM, * WALK FOR LIFE/SF
* 10 AM, Divine Liturgy * 5:30 PM, Akathist to Confessions
* 11:30 AM, Church School Matushka Olga * 7 PM, Bible Study with * 5 PM, Vigil/Confessions
* Noon, Agape Meal * 6 PM, Vespers Fr. James, online
25 - Zacchaeus/New Martyrs |26 27 28 29 - St. Ignatius of Antioch |30 - Three Hierarchs 3l
* 8 AM, Divine Liturgy * 9 AM, Divine Liturgy |* 9:30 AM, Liturgy in * 10:30 AM, Sisterhood
* 10 AM, Divine Liturgy * 4 PM, Diaper Bank SFE at Holy Trinity Retreat/ Calistoga

* 5 PM, Vigil/ Confessions

* The Parish Annual Meeting will take place on Sunday, February 1, after the Divine Liturgy




