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AGENDA for 2023 Meeting

1. Call to Order ~ Opening Prayers:  
“O Heavenly King” & Prayer. “Memory Eternal” and  “Many Years”

2. Appointment of Recording Secretary, Chairman and Tellers 

3. Count to Establish Quorum (50%+1 of voting members) 

4. Acceptance/Correction of Minutes from previous Annual Meeting of February 27, 2022 

5. Review Agenda, add additional items, if any 

6. Reports (additional comments and questions):
a. Comments from Rector
b. Treasurer’s Report — comments/explanation on the income and expenses of 2022

7. New Business: 
a. Consideration and adoption of 2023 Budget — pg. 29
b. Elections for Parish Council — see Candidate list, pg. 40
c. Nomination of Honorary Life-Time Member
d. Open Forum
e. Report of Elections
f. Adjournment ~ “It is Truly Meet” and Parish Troparion (last page) 
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PARISH MEMBERSHIP

We will be reporting to the Diocese that we have 134 financially supporting adult members 
(last year we reported 125). According to the new bylaws which we approved last year, the quorum for 
all Parish Meetings shall be at least 50 + 1% of voting members, or in this case, 68 voting members. 

Please note: there are NO DUES for Parish Membership. The Church is not a club or union and 
therefore has no membership fees. Parish Members are those who believe, regularly confess and 
commune, act and worship according to the Orthodox Faith; additionally members are those who 
financially support their parish, as an offering of thanks to God, from whatever resources He has given.  
 

The Parish is a local Orthodox Eucharistic community canonically established by and subject to 
the authority of the Diocesan Bishop. It is also a local community of the Church,  having at its head a 
duly appointed priest and consisting of Orthodox Christians who live in accordance with the teachings 
of the Orthodox Church, comply with the discipline and rules of the Church, and regularly support their 
parish. Of course, a living and active parish is much more than that. The newly-revised Diocesan Parish 
Bylaws continue with a definition of what it means to be a parishioner, and specifically, a parish member 
who is eligible to vote at the Annual Meeting: 

a) According to the new bylaws, a voting member of the Parish is a parishioner who: 

i. Shall be a Baptized and Chrismated Orthodox Christian; 

ii. Shall be at least 18 years of age; 

iii. Shall have partaken of the Sacraments of Private Confession and Communion in the 
Parish regularly in the 12 months immediately preceding the Parish Meeting, and shall 
have regularly been present for celebration of the Divine Liturgy at the Parish for at least 
12 consecutive months prior to the date of the Parish Meeting;  

iv. Has fulfilled the financial obligations established by the All-American Councils, Diocesan 
Assemblies, and the Parish.  

v. Shall not be a voting member of any other parish at the time of such Parish Meeting. 
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HONORARY LIFE-TIME MEMBERS OF OUR PARISH 

• Alex Sokol (nominated in 1993), reposed
• Eugenia Vorobey (1994), reposed 1999
• Nick and Olga Belenkoff (1995). Nick reposed 2005, Olga in 2009
• Magda Sokol (1996), reposed 2004
• Catherine Balatzki (1997), reposed 2003
• Leonid Sakovich (1998), reposed 2001
• Alexandra Hrenoff (1999), reposed 2004
• Musya Sakovich (2000), reposed 2016
• Sophie Silverman (2001), reposed 2015
• Archpriest Michael (reposed 2017) & Matushka Eleanor Margitich (2002)
• Eugene Gordenev (2003), reposed 2005
• Zoya Drake, (2004), reposed 2018
• Olga Canyuch (2005), reposed 2005
• Petar & Eugenia Griovski (2006)
• Andrew Skikos (2007)
• Nina Antipova (2008), reposed 2016
• Sarah Ingenito (2009), reposed 2009
• Barbara Owens (2009)
• Natalie Hansen (2010), reposed 2010
• Alla Keyes (2011)
• Tesfom Gebremichael and Meheret Weldu (2012)
• Nilus Veenis (2013)
• Eleni Rose (2014)
• John and Deanna Panages (2015)
• Catherine and Gregory Sanford (2016)
• Tom and Denise Pellizzer (2017)
• Deacon Jeremiah and Catherine Crawford (2018)
• Gretchen McPherson (2019)
• Archpriest John and Matushka Xenia Schettig (2020)
• There was no Annual Meeting in 2021
• Herman Vasquez

The names above are listed in our records. Please inform the Council Secretary if there are omissions to 
the list. While the By-laws of the parish state that an honorary member may be elected each year, it 
seems that the practice to do so began only during the pastorate of Fr. Michael Margitich in 1993. 
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Minutes of the 2022 Annual Meeting
Sunday, February 27, 2022

1. Call to Order - Opening Prayers
We began with prayers and hymns at 12:25 PM.

2. Appointments
Recording Secretary: Bonnie Alexander;  Chairman: Tom Steven Pellizzer; Tellers: Serge Anderson, 
Peter Tennyson and Daphne Russell.

3. Count to Establish Quorum: 63 parishioners, 2 priests and one deacon in attendance; quorum met

4. Acceptance/Correction of Minutes from February 2, 2020 Annual Meeting 
The previous Meeting Minutes were corrected to reflect the report year as 2019.   
Note:  There was no meeting in 2021 due to COVID restrictions.

5. Review of Agenda:  Fr. Lawrence asked if there were additional items to be added to the Agenda for 
the “Open Forum” portion of the meeting. No additions to the agenda were made.

6. Ministry Reports
a. Rector’s Comments: Father Lawrence offered the following additional comments to his 

written report:
i. Peter Tennyson needs to be added to the Parish Council list in the booklet of annual 

reports.
ii. The icon painters from Minsk have received their visas and may be here after Pascha. 
iii. Parish Vision: Using Ephesians 4 as a basis for the vision of our parish, Fr Lawrence 

spoke about how we are to be servants showing love and gentleness for one another 
creating a haven of Orthodox faith and Godly peace that will spread to others.  

b. Treasurer’s Report—Martin Thong briefly presented the Treasurer’s report. The 2021 
Treasurer’s Report was received.

c. Auditor’s Report — Tom Pellizzer presented the Auditor’s Report that reflected no issues.

7. New Business
a. Consideration and Adoption of 2022 Budget—Motion to accept the 2022 Budget as 

presented.  Eleni Rose-Collard/Subdn. Marc Richardson;  Motion carried unanimously. 
b. Adoption of Parish Bylaws—Fr. Lawrence presented the new Standard Diocesan Bylaws 

and explained that they were recently approved at the Diocesan Assembly in October 2021, 
and specifically approved for us, after a few amendments, by Archbishop Benjamin.  

i. There was a clarification on Pg. 10 regarding vacancy in the Parish Council: 
replacement would be appointed by Rector.
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ii. Motion: Proposed amendment to restore quorum for Annual Meeting back to 50% 
plus one (per previous Bylaws). Barbara Owens/Serge Anderson; motion carried.  

iii. Motion: to accept to Bylaws as amended: Tatiana Castillo/Serge Anderson; motion 
carried by acclamation.  

c. Elections for Parish Council—Candidates for five open positions and two alternate 
positions are Preston Booker, Debbie Buse, Michael Dovey, Brian Justin Rademacher, Karen 
Werder and Timothy Danford.  Ballots were distributed to those in attendance.  

i. Election Results—New Members of the Parish Council are:  Preston Booker, 
Michael Dovey, Brian Justin Rademacher, Karen Werder and Timothy Danford; 
Debbie Buse was elected as an alternate. They join those whose terms continue for 
one more year: 

d. Election of Auditor by acclamation—Charles Russell was elected by acclamation to serve 
as Auditor for this year.

e. Confirmation of Treasurer per bylaws by acclamation—Martin Thong was confirmed to 
continue as treasurer by acclamation.

f. Election of Representatives to the All American Council in Baltimore (July 18–22, 2022) 
Tatiana Castillo, Timothy Danford and Joe Anderson were elected to be our representatives. 
We will be taking donations to cover their travel expenses. SEE BELOW *

8. Honorary Lifetime Member – Herman Vasquez received this honor.

9. Open Forum/Questions
a. Mat. Esther asked about senior lunches resuming.  Discussion indicated that we are ready to 

resume Senior lunches; it just needs to be organized!  
b. Leonard Carl asked for a clarification on how to ask forgiveness on Forgiveness Sunday
c. Stephanie Chapralis made some comments, as invited by Fr Lawrence, regarding planned 

giving and financial gifts to the church in estate plans.
d. Emma Anderson mentioned that we need people to head up St. Seraphim Week and the 

Christmas Bazaar. Is the Parish interested in continuing these ministries?  People are 
encouraged to talk to Emma Anderson regarding this.

e. Vicky Basch commented that we don’t really need fundraisers given the current healthy 
status of our finances. Brief discussion followed. 

f. Serge Anderson expressed thanks to Fr. Lawrence for the leadership he has performed 
especially over the past two difficult years.

g. Lara Anderson suggested we have a Ministry Sunday to promote participation in our many 
ministries. 

h. Tatiana Castillo expressed interest in listing services that various parishioners perform (i.e., 
plumber, electrician, etc.) in the back of the Directory so that we help support our members. 
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i. John Gilluly commented about St. Seraphim Week.  The Sunday school staff will meet and 
see what resources we need and what kind of parental support is needed.   

j. Mat. Ann asked for help with recycling/composting. Eleni Rose volunteered. Mat. Ann still 
needs more volunteers. 

k. Bonnie Alexander commented for the record that Sarah Stewart and Lorna Booker should be 
added to the Funeral Preparation Ministry list.  She also expressed thanks to the cleaning 
teams: Alex and Hanna Stameroff, Lydia Nicholson, Vicky Basch, Harriet Acorn, Karla van 
Meter, Kathleen Rhodes and Jeanie Carl. 

l. Tom Pellizzer announced that Alex and Lina Margitich had a daughter, Sigrid Cecelia, on 
Tuesday.  

A. Adjournment
Meeting adjourned with hymns and prayer at 1:40 PM. 

* Donations were not requested or take for travel expenses to the AAC. No parish delegates were able to 
attend, due to covid.  
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PARISH MINISTRIES ~ 2022 

• Parish Council Members
Starosta: Serge Anderson; Parish Treasurer: Martin Thong  
Secretary: Karen Werder 
Members: Debbie Buse, Michael Dovey, Kathleen Rhodes, Daphne Russell, Peter Tennyson, 
Preston Booker, Timothy Danford 

• Ordained clergy
Archpriest Lawrence Margitich—Rector
Priest Nicholas Carr, assigned 
Deacon Jeremiah Crawford, assigned
Deacon Justin Margitich, leave of absence 
Archpriest James Jorgenson—attached to HTC in SF 

• Readers:
Reader Nicolas Craig Custer, Reader Stephen Tom Pellizzer, Reader Andrew Mikrikov,  
Matushka Esther Carr, Aaron Wilkerson, Ryan Panteliemon Duval, Michael Dovey,  
John Robert Peacock, John Gilluly, Matushka Ann Margitich 

• Altar Servers:
Subdeacon Marc Richardson, Gary John Collins, Gabriel Nicholson, Herman Vasquez, Ambrose 
Brodeur, Luke Rademacher, Aaron Wilkerson, Jr., Xavier Wilkerson, Anthony Mikrikov, Luca 
Mattei 

• Choir Members: 
Choir Master: Reader Nicolas Craig Custer  
Assistant Directors: Reader Steven Tom Pellizzer, Alexander Margitich
Members: Dana Ames, Eleni Rose-Collard, Sophia Basch, Lucy Martin, Bonnie Alexander, Emma 
Anderson, Ellen Martin, Jeanie Carl, Genevieve Richardson, Ole Elisha Kern, Gabriel Nicholson, 
Matushka Esther Carr, Aaron Wilkerson, Timothy Danford, John Robert Peacock

• Youth Choir:
Did not function during 2022 

• Sacristan and Assistants who served during the year:
Deacon Josef Candelario, Peter Tennyson, John Robert Peacock, catechumens 

• Prosphora & Preparation of Holy Bread / Litya Loaves (Artoklasia):
Lara Anderson—Coordinator; Asya Samardzhiev, Jeanie Carl, Timothy Danford, Barbara Owens, 
Genevieve Richardson, Gretchen McPherson, Lorna Booker, Effie Candelario, Wilkerson Family 

• Bell Ringing Team:
Fr. Lawrence, Tom Pellizzer, Aaron and Paloma Theophania Wilkerson 
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• Candle Desk Attendants:
Catherine Carpenter—Coordinator, Denise Pellizzer, Debbie Buse, Lydia Nicholson, 
Kathleen Rhodes, Asya Samardzhieva, Elitsa Ignatieva, Daphne Russell 

• Usher Teams:
Karen Werder—Lead, Martin Thong, Preston Booker, Kathleen Rhodes, Chuck Russell, Joseph 
Anderson, Brian Rademacher, Joseph Marino 

• Church Cleaning:
Bonnie Alexander and Lucy Harriette Acorne—Coordinators, along with a crew of weekly 
volunteers 

• Temple Floral Decorations:
Denise Pellizzer—Coordinator, Daphne Russell, Karla Van Meter, John Gilluly, Lara Anderson, 
Alejandra, Paloma, Belen and Celeste Wilkerson, Matushka Karin Crawford, Lorna Booker, Alicia 
Krueger, Matushka Patricia Jorgenson, Vicky and Larissa Basch 

• Vestment Sewing & Ironing:
Genevieve Richardson, Maria Vasquez, Barbara Owens, Debbie Buse, Cathy Veenis 

• Lawns and Grounds:
open position  

• Garden:
Ann Margitich—Coordinator 

• Facilities: Repair & Maintenance:
Tom and Denise Pellizzer, Ted Dechant—Coordinators  

• Duplex and Parish Building Manager:
Theodore Dechant

• eScrip: 
Natasha Tennyson

• St. Joseph Society (Care for the Reposed): 
For men: Serge Anderson, Ryan Panteleimon Duval, Deacon Jeremiah
For women: Shenina, Bonnie Alexander, Christina DeMichele, Gretchen McPherson, Lorna 
Booker 

• Church School:
John Gilluly—Principal; Gretchen McPherson, Aaron Brodeur, Joseph Anderson, Effie 
Candelario, Andrew Mikrikov, Ania Rademacher, Deacon Jeremiah Crawford

• Catechists:
Fr. Lawrence, Deacon Josef, Matushka Esther Carr, Matushka Ann Margitich,  
Gretchen McPherson, Alexander Stameroff, John Gilluly, Ray Basch 

2023 Annual Report  Page 9



• Library:
Librarian volunteers needed to maintain library 

• Sisterhood Coodinators: Group effort

• St. Seraphim Fellowship (Men’s Group):
Dan DeCarlo and Ole Kern

• Youth Coordination: 
Church School Staff 

• Young Adult Group (18–25):
Parents 

• Mercy Meals for the Sick:
Anastasia Brodeur 

• Parish Hall Event Coordinator and Manager:
Debbie Buse 

• Catholic Charities Liaison:
Denise and Tom Pellizzer 

• St. Seraphim Diaper Bank:
Catherine DeCarlo, Nicholas Alva 

• Redwood Empire Food Bank:
Lydia Nicholson and volunteers [the Food Bank relocated a few months ago]

• Angels Unawares (formerly “Nomadic Shelter”):
Michael Dovey and team

• Book Group:
Dan DeCarlo —coordinator

• Auditor:
Chuck Russell 

• Church Office:
Bobbi Griovski—Secretary 
Ole Kern—Assistant to the Treasurer  
Anastasia Brodeur— Software support 

• Planned Giving Ministry:
Stephanie Chapralis—coordinator 
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RECTOR’S REPORT  ~  February 5, 2023

Dear Reverend Fathers, Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

The year just past had its share of sorrows and difficulties, as well as joys and accomplishments. 
We grieved for those who reposed, prayerfully sorrowed with those who suffered and are suffering, and 
bid a sad goodbye to some of our beloved parish members who relocated. A great deal also got 
accomplished this last year, despite whatever adversities we may have had. The list below details some 
of the major tasks that happened because of your efforts, ideas and hard work. I am grateful to God for 
all the generosity given during the year, whether it be time and talent, or regular proportional giving and 
tithing, or charity towards those in need, or gifts to the Church—it’s inspiring to work for the upbuilding 
of the Church with such a wonderful congregation.  

An Orthodox congregation is a community united in “one faith, one baptism, one Lord” 
(Ephesians 4). As St Paul put it in Romans 12: …we, being many, are one body in Christ, and 
individually members of one another. So it’s only natural and right that we work together, rejoice with 
one another, sorrow with another and support one another. We are not an organization like a worldly 
organization. Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ is the Head, and we are the Body, and it is from Him that 
we draw strength, hope and of course, salvation. He sets our goals, and while we have many failures 
along the way, we should always remember that our sins and failures don’t taint the holiness of the 
Church, because Christ is our head. 

He equips all who have been baptized to contribute—each in his or her own unique way—with 
time, talent and treasure for the building up of the Body, regardless of age or health or infirmity. To each 
one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ’s gift, as St. Paul says. The saint’s prayer,  
is that we … may grow up in all things into Him who is the head—Christ—from whom the whole body, 
joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective working by which every 
part does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love (Ephesians 4).

I hope that in this year each one of us will continue to build up and edify the Body of Christ as 
intentionally, as lovingly and even as strategically, as possible. Many things work so well here, and we 
can build upon that. For example, Church Services are always incredibly organized and effective and 
reverently, beautifully and knowledgeably carried out by our Choir Master and the singers and readers, 
the Clergy and Subdeacon, the Altar Services, the Candle-desk managers, the ushers, the sacristans, 
those who manage the livestream and those who clean and “love the beauty” of the House of the Lord. 
One can only be inspired and impressed when considering the many constituent parts of the worship at a 
Cathedral (a mission parish will operate with far less resources). 

In addition, as you know, there are those many activities that take place outside of the worship, 
nevertheless still inspired and strengthened by that worship, and are essential for the Parish life. Let us 
offer thanks to God for:
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The steady, devoted and high quality work of the Church School, led by John Gilluly; 

The leadership shown by the members of the Parish Council; 

The hospitality so generously given by those who plan, prep, cook and serve the Agape Meals. 
The Agape Meals are the continuation of the fellowship of the Liturgy after the Liturgy, and we must 
protect and maintain this tradition;

Those who make our parish feast day meals so splendid and welcoming;

The diligent, careful and prodigious work of our Parish Secretary, Bobbi Griovski; 

The huge amount of work by those who maintain the beauty of the gardens;

Those who fix things around the property and the buildings; 

Those who clean, polish the brass and liturgical items;

Those who work quietly and secretly do good deeds around the parish;

Those who generously give of the treasure, talent and time from what God has given them;

Those who make the Prosphora and Artoklasia loaves for our Divine Liturgies and the Feasts;

I ask for your forgiveness for my many failings and failures—spiritual and personal—during the 
past year. I am grateful to God for allowing me to continue serving this Church community, which 
works for the glory of God and the salvation of all. 

I came to Santa Rosa in 1985 to direct the choir, thanks to the invitation of Archpriest Andrew 
Morbey (now the rector of St. Mary Cathedral in Minneapolis). My mother and father came to Santa 
Rosa to retire in late 1989, and by late 1990 my father, Archpriest Michael, became the rector here, and 
by his incredible ministry truly united us all in Christ and with the help of many who have now gone to 
their eternal reward, built the Cathedral of St. Seraphim in 1995-1996, not without much struggle and 
difficulty. I was ordained a priest in 1997, and appointed as the rector in 1999.

I have lately been looking back on this history, and have seen how much I was given by those 
before me, and I sorrow for how much I squandered that treasure, and how little I added to the “deposit 
of grace given to me” (to quote the Baptismal Service). My family and I have been here thirty-nine years 
now. Many blessed years have gone by—and I am grateful for them all. There are very few years left 
ahead, and one has to plan, while knowing that all things are in God’s hands. I ask for your prayers as 
we pray and work together for the next few years. While I am still healthy, God-willing for the next six 
or seven years, I will carry out my pastoral and spiritual duties with as much dedication and energy as 
possible and hope to plant the seeds for the next generation to carry on as smoothly as possible.
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BELOW ARE LISTED SOME ACTIVITIES THAT TOOK PLACE IN 2022

• Bishop Daniel (now Archbishop of Chicago) came for St Seraphim feast day on January 2, 2022.

• We received our new interns, Josef (now Deacon) and Effie Candelario on January 2 as well. Thanks 
to the supporters of the internship program, and with monthly help from the Diocese, the Candelarios 
were able to work for the parish almost full time the entire year just passed. We give thanks to God 
for their labors. 

• We enjoyed the visit of the Miracle-working icon of St. Anna, brought by Abbot Sergius of St. 
Tikhon’s on January 21. Many faithful from the area came to pray and be anointed.

• A lovely Blini Luncheon was offered on Sunday, Feb 20. 

• Our Diocesan Hierarch, Archbishop Benjamin visited us for the Feast of the Entrance into the Temple 
of the Theotokos, at which he ordained to the Holy Diaconate of our hardworking and wonderful 
intern Josef Candelario.  

• St. Seraphim Cathedral was host to four concerts this year: one by the Green Mountain Singers, 
which performed hymns of Palestrina; two Christmas concerts by Cantiamo Sonoma and an outdoor 
concert by Cantiamo. 

• Our parish hosted a dozen college students for the national youth program Real Break on Monday 
March 14.  The students enjoyed a talk on the history of the Parish by Joseph Anderson, participated 
in the Akathist to the Theotokos, and spent the afternoon working at the Redwood Gospel Mission. 

• Father James continued to teach a Thursday evening Bible Study, via Zoom. What a wealth of 
spiritual life and teaching he has given us. 

• Children were invited to participate in Easter Egg coloring, organized by John Gilluly and a crew. 
We’ve scheduled the coloring in the past to take place on Holy Friday. This year, I’d like to move it to 
a Saturday before Vespers, for example, Lazarus Saturday, and keep Holy Friday a bit more quiet. 

• A very successful and well-attended Paschal Agape Vespers and Picnic/BBQ was held this year, after 
a two year hiatus. 

• Two pilgrimages to the Monastery of St. John were organized, one of which had to be canceled and 
one which took place Oct. 21–23. Our thanks to Andrew Travis for organizing this retreat. 

• A Ministries Sunday was held on May 15, in which all of our many parish ministries hosted a table 
and answered questions about the work they do. We hope to do this every year or so. 

• Microphones for live-streaming were removed from the floor and hung over the choir, thanks to Peter 
Tennyson (who brought a man-lift into the church), with help from our former parish member John 
Vandeventer who was visiting. 
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• Area young adults from various parishes came together a number of times for talks and meals, 
organized by Deacon Josef and Effie Candelario and Joseph Anderson. These were well-attended and 
always edifying gatherings. I hope we can continue with these events. 

• Deacon Josef and Effie also organized a series of talks on the Sacred Arts of the Church. We are 
extremely grateful for these educational and spiritually inspiring events. We hope to continue with 
this series. Our thanks to our presenters, the most recent being Reader Nicolas Custer, who spoke on 
the Russian Sacred Music tradition. 

• The Annual June St Seraphim Week for Kids was beautifully organized and run by Emma Anderson 
with help from John Gilluly. Thank you, for making it happen. Our children greatly benefit from 
praying and worshipping together, singing, crafts, games, spiritual lessons and fellowship. 

• Our parish organized the chapel at Fort Ross for the Liturgy on July 4. This year was very well-
attended, even if the weather was not all that cooperative. 

• We said farewell this year to beloved parish members: Ellen Aylward, Bonnie Alexander (who 
thankfully returned).

• A new ministry was begun here in response to a call for action that I made in a sermon for our parish 
to offer some sort of charity for expectant women and women with children in need. In response to 
that call, Catie and Dan DeCarlo have organized the St. Seraphim Diaper Bank. Our thanks to the 
many of you that have already made offerings for this ministry. 

• Dan DeCarlo has organized a monthly Parish Reading Group. See the calendar for the next session.

• A Parish Men’s group, recently named The St. Seraphim Fellowship is now being organized. Our plan 
is to meet monthly with a dinner and a guided spiritual discussion. Dates are being discussed now. 

• Beginning in August and up until December, we chanted the Small Supplicatory Canon to the 
Theotokos (or an Akathist) everything Thursday evening. The point was to ask the intercessions of the 
Theotokos before the Lord for the many, many names that were submitted for these Services: for the 
sick, the youth, the troubled, those looking for jobs, and so forth. We will return to these Thursday 
services during Great Lent. 

• California AB 506 — The State of California passed new legislation in force January 1, 2022 related 
to screening and training volunteers and employees who interact with children, as a reaction to 
multiple large sexual abuse claims. AB 506 requires all organizations that serve children (including 
but not limited to churches!) to perform a background check (including fingerprinting and running 
those prints against the State of California's criminal database) on their volunteers and employees. 
This type of criminal history check is commonly known in California as a Live Scan. Additionally, 
these employees and volunteers must be provided training that meets the State’s standards related to 
the requirements of a mandated reporter. My thanks to Deacon Josef Candelario for wading through 
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the immense stack of application papers. All—or almost all—our teachers and those working with 
youth, including myself, have done the live scan. 

• Our parish partnered with Welcoming Home a number of times last year to provide a space for 
furniture distribution for families who were coming out of homelessness, and moving into an 
apartment. 

• We partnered with the Redwood Gospel Mission to host guest in the Angels Unawares program. 
Michael and Rachel Dovey generously gave of themselves to keep this program going, along with 
those who volunteered to prepare meals. Our thanks to them all. 

• Our parish continues to support a room for a family at Catholic Charities at the new Caritas Village 
downtown. 

• A group of parish women organized a pilgrimage to St. Paisius Monastery in Stafford, AZ. in October. 
By all accounts it was a spiritually edifying experience. 

• Denise Pellizzer and a team organized the preparing of backpacks for the homeless. 

• Instead of the usual box dinners we assemble at Thanksgiving for the needy, an offering of $3700 was 
made to Catholic Charities.

• In addition to the parish-wide charity, many of our parish members participate regularly in charitable 
work on their own. 

• The Sisterhood purchased new red, green and white vestments for the Altar servers. Many thanks for 
their generosity. 

• A new chanter stand from Greece was donated for the north side of the church. 

• A new “live-stream” equipment table was just delivered, designed (by Matushka Ann) to match the 
choir stands, and not stand out so sharply. 

• Once again a Thanksgiving Day Dinner was held in the parish hall. Our thanks to all those who made 
it possible, especially John and Elena Gilluly and Ania and Brian Rademacher.  

The Church is God’s charity to us. We are called—individually and as a parish—to be like God, 
Who is always abundant in sending blessings, bestowing His charity on all. We make a distinction 
between charity and tithes. Our tithes are our thanksgiving offering from what God has given to us. 
Tithes are not charity to the Church—God lacks nothing and can bestow or withhold material blessings 
from His Church as He sees fit (spiritually blessings are never lacking). Works of mercy, charity is a way 
in which our spiritual life, our prayer, our love for God, is lived out and made real. There’s no love for 
God without loving those in need, especially those who are the least of these my brethren, as Jesus says. 
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• The annual Christmas play was offered by Carmen Anderson and her merry troop of actors on Sunday 
Dec. 18. Our thanks to those who set up the stage, took it down, acted, prepared costumes and served 
the delicious meal before the show. 

• The parish duplex next door underwent a major and costly renovation in the spring: the interior was 
taken down to the studs and floor joists. All new walls, floors and appliances were installed. Many 
thanks to Serge Anderson who managed the project. 

• The Protection Church was also renovated: the rotten siding was replaced, old paint scraped off, and 
the entire exterior was painted. The sacristy was gutted, painted and received new cabinets, a smaller 
sink, and the window above the sink was replaced. 

• The rectory porch was completely rebuilt due to rot.

• The rotten siding at the rectory, the Parish Hall and the choir master/intern house was replaced, and 
the exterior of all three buildings was painted. The interior of the Parish Hall was painted. The front 
of the choir master dwelling, which was sinking, was extensively repaired.

• Funds for these projects were covered by donations and our savings in our Special Projects account. 
No loans were taken for this work. Special Projects will be repaid, over time, since those funds cover 
the costs of the frescoes.

• The Rectory dishwasher and refrigerator both died within two weeks of each other, and were 
replaced. Electrical work was needed in the rectory pantry, due to a recently discovered short in the 
system.

• Irrigation around the property was replaced or cleaned. New filters installed to prevent clogging of 
lines.

• Pathway lights on the walkway from the Hall to St Seraphim were purchased by the parish and  
installed by John Gilluly.

• The vineyard has been cared for (mowed, pruned) by Patrick Stewart, a dear friend of the parish, as a 
charitable offering. He intends to manage the picking, crush and hopefully, bottling of the wine in the 
fall. 

• The Parish internet was upgraded. Units originally installed by the late George Barsi were replaced 
with more current technology. Our thanks to Timothy Danford for covering the cost and doing the 
installation. 
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CONCERNS, PROJECTS AND PROGRAMS PROJECTED FOR 2023 
• Currently we spend a good amount of money to take care of the property (weekly yard work, mow 

and blow, drip system maintenance, trimming bushes, trees, cleaning the ditches, etc). The property is 
large, and the expenses are justified. We also have high expenses for cleaning the Hall and Church. 
The charge for the weekly Agape Meal is not for the food, the cost of which is covered by the Parish 
or by those who prepare the meal, but for the clean up of the kitchen and hall. We also have Alma and 
her crew clean our Church. We were not able to maintain a steady volunteer list for church cleaning. 
Perhaps we can try again. 

• Christian Ed: 

• Each week Fr James offers a tremendously enlightening study of Holy Scripture. His talks/
discussions are via Zoom, since it’s a convenient way for him. I encourage all of us to participate. 
Certainly, we can also do a Bible Study here at church, day and time to be determined by what is 
most convenient for our parishioners. 

• Catechism is offered from October to December, and again from February to just before Lazarus 
Saturday. All are welcome—The world, i.e. that which is opposed to God, has plenty of catechism 
going on all time. One might start to believe, without on-going Christian formation and education, 
the gospel of The World, which tells us that the Christian faith is obsolete, manipulative and 
harmful to the modern person. I would hope to see more of our parishioners participate in these 
sessions, ask questions and acquire an Orthodox mind. By participating in catechesis, you’ll 
encourage and get to know the catechumens as well. 

• Attendance at Church School has been erratic. There was a wave of the flu and other illnesses, 
contributing to the low attendance, but there may be other reasons as well, which I would hope we 
can overcome. Church School serves only as an aid to parents in the teaching of their children. 
Christian formation takes place at home, or frankly, not at all. 

• I’d like to start a conversation on what it would take to have a parish pre-school. Is a parish pre-
school impossible to establish, or simply nearly impossible? Christian education for our children is 
more important now than ever. Can we have a discussion about this? 

• Vespers on Saturday is a celebration and proclamation of the Incarnation, Death and Resurrection of 
Jesus Christ. It focusses on preparing us for Holy Communion by glorifying the One Who rose from 
the dead—and reminding us that we are joined to Him and share NOW in the Kingdom. Attendance 
here is slim. I would hope that most of those who commune on Sunday would be present also at 
the Saturday evening Vespers. That’s my hope, but also my recommendation and encouragement—
it’s a long-established practice for Orthodox Christians preparing to receive Holy Communion. And 
besides, it’s a joy to be there! “The Lord is King, He is robed in majesty.”

• The Parish Diaper Bank distribution is being planned now. Date to be announced.
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• A spiritual retreat with Father Seraphim (Aldea) is being organized now for February 18. 

• In the spring we hope to present a workshop on “Planning for Life’s Emergencies” which would be 
about such topics as who to notify, passwords, paying of bills, location of documents, care of pets, 
etc. 

• In the late fall we hope to host another workshop, this one we might call “Planning for the Inevitable” 
on the various aspects of funeral planning—advance directives, power of attorney, hospice, dementia, 
issues for women, plot and casket purchases, a living will, and leaving gifts to the church, etc. Since 
death is inevitable for each of us, it’s best to not send our family relatives into sticker shock at the last 
minute costs of a funeral, which is what happens when there are no plans in place. 

• The painting of the church will continue. We expect Anton and his wife Ekaterina to leave us mid-
March in order to renew their visa, to do some work back home, and to start the new icon painting 
school at St. Tikhon’s Seminary in Pennsylvania in September. It’s possible that they may come back 
to us this coming summer instead—but that depends on the situation back home. In any case, Fr. 
Patrick and Fr. Moses will continue to paint. After the west walls in the north and south “choir areas” 
are painted, the only major painting will be the pendentives (triangles under the dome). 

• Time to be determined—Bell Tower: As indicated in last year’s annual report, the design and 
architectural plans for the Bell Tower were completed, sent to the County for approval, and approved. 
However, due to the very high costs of construction and materials currently, the project is on hold, at 
least until we either finish the paintings in the church, or we receive a major donation for building the 
bell tower. For now, we are focusing on one major project at a time.

In addition to the normal responsibilities of a parish priest, I also continue to serve the Church 
and our local community as asked and as time allows: 

• Diocesan Council, which advises Vladyka Benjamin on questions regarding the Diocese. This 
body meets quarterly in San Francisco or lately via Zoom. 

• I was elected to the Metropolitan Council of the OCA in July at the recent All American 
Council. According to the Statutes of the OCA, “the Metropolitan Council is the permanent 
executive body of the Church Administration which exists for the purpose of implementing 
the decisions of the All-American Council and continuing its work between sessions.” 
Meetings take place in Washington, DC once a year and more frequently via Zoom. 

• I continue to serve as Chairman of the Liturgical Music Department of the Diocese of the 
West. I hope to pass this responsibility to someone with more time and expertise than myself.

• I work with the Mission Board of the Diocese, which provides support to Mission parishes, 
and in that capacity attend the Annual Mission Parish Retreat each February, and advise as 
asked by mission parish priests.
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• I was appointed Dean of the Pacific Central Deanery by Archbishop Benjamin, as of January 
1, 2023. I succeed the illustrious and Very Reverend Mitred Archpriest Basil Rhodes. That’s a 
very hard act to follow. The Statute of the OCA states that “the District Dean is a priest who 
heads a deanery. He assists the Diocesan Bishop in the administration of the Deanery. …Assist 
the Diocesan Bishop by giving direction and fraternal counsel to deanery clergy in areas of 
pastoral concern in a private and circumspect manner, whenever their personal conduct or 
manner of discharging their duties indicates the need for such counsel or action.” The Dean 
calls periodic meetings of the clergy in the deanery. etc. etc. See ARTICLE XI for more info. 

• I continue to serve as the Confessor for the Sisters of the Holy Assumption Monastery in 
Calistoga.

With love in Christ and gratitude to each of you,
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Holy Mysteries in 2022 
9 Baptisms in 2022 (18 in 2021) Baptism Date
• John Alexander Stameroff 03/27/22
• Sigrid Cecilia Michal Margitich 03/27/22
• Bibiane Esther Vissoh 05/22/22
• James Greene 05/22/22
• Raquel Raphaela Llamas 05/22/22
• John Fullerton 05/22/22
• Evan Holloway 05/22/22
• Kassiani Natalia Ramirez 06/25/22
• Joseph Parker 12/20/22

1 Marriage in 2022 (1 in 2021) Marriage Date
• Raquel Llamas/John Fullerton 11/13/22

4 Funerals in 2022 (4 in 2021) Date of Repose 
• Katherine Koch Willens 01/19/22
• John Panages 09/24/22
• David Erskine Wright 11/03/22
• John P. Hartman 12/05/22

Catechumens as of January 15, 2023: 
Alandrea Martin, Frances Ann Edmonston, Stephanie, Andrew and Duke Geoffrion, James, Roxanne 
and Lily Weaver. 

Paulina Zeni and Stefan Perez were baptized on Sunday, January 15, 2023 

2023 Annual Report  Page 20



TREASURER’S SUMMARY FOR THE 2023 MEETING 
Definition of Fund Accounting 

A Nonprofit focuses on accountability, whereas profitability is the focus of a business. We must be 
accountable to funding sources. 

There are three designations of FUNDS: 
I. Unrestricted 

A. Stewardship money 
B. Plate offerings – these can be used for general operations 

II. Temporarily Restricted 
A. Money given for specific purposes or programs (frescos, internship, projects) 

III. Permanently Restricted 
A. Endowments (income and expenses can be recognized in unrestricted or temporarily 

restricted fund) 

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION

• ASSETS:  Bank accounts, Building and Property 
• LIABILITIES:  Loans from Chase and Parishioner 
• EQUITY:  Fund balances (these show the balance-to-date of any fund); for example, see Icon Fund 

Activity sheet. 

Where there is a negative balance, for example, Funeral at $74.80, that means we overspent by 
that amount what was given specifically for funerals. The money for the short-fall came from 
unrestricted funds or Stewardship money. 
 The total amount of the unused money pledged by parishioners for specific projects, i.e. 
Temporarily Restricted Funds is $291,548.43.  

This amount is covered by Special Projects Account of $132,548.43, so the Special Projects 
Account us underfunded by $159,548.43.
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SUMMARY OF THE STATEMENT OF ACTIVITY 
The Net Loss of $219,084.16 represents the excess money we spent over the money we received from 
stewardship or money given for a specific purpose, ie. painting of icons. 

This loss is due to the re-modeling/renovation of one side of the duplex. To pay for this remodel, we had 
two choices: 

1) take out a loan of which the interest would have been about 7% per annum 
2) or self-fund. 

So, a $154,000 loan over 5 years would mean a monthly payment of $3,049.38 which represents 
principle and interest. The interest over the 5years would be $28,963.07 for total of $182,962.80.

The Council elected to self-fund from the Special Projects Fund, since we have unfulfilled money 
waiting to be used for a specific purpose. 

Self-funding saved us $28,963.07. After the remodel, we would rent the duplex for about $3,000 a 
month. In approximately 51 months we would have paid ourselves back.  
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AUDITOR’S REPORT

Audit Conducted: January 25, 2023
Auditor: Chuck Russell

Financial Statements were reviewed from 1/1/2022 to 12/31/2022.

The following observations were made:
1. All expenses in excess of $3,000 were approved by the Parish Council before the expenses were 

committed and  payments were made.
2. All expenses in excess of $3,000 that were not related to payroll, loan payments, insurance 

payments or iconographic commissions were justified by estimates approved by the Parish 
Council and verified by invoices paid.

3. All expenses for payroll, loan payments, insurance, and iconographic commissions were verified 
by invoice.

4. There were no capital purchases. No capital assets were retired during the fiscal year.

In review of the Financial Statements I would like to make the following observations:
• After looking over all of the accounts this year there was, once again, as last year, another 

improvement in clarity, organization and future planning for audits going forward. 
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Protection of the Holy Virgin Orthodox Church
Statement of Activity Comparison

January - December 2022

Total

Jan - Dec 2022 Jan - Dec 2021 (PY)

Revenue
   Building Fund Income 0.00  

      Interest on Checking account 0.00  

   Total Building Fund Income $ 0.00  $ 0.00  

   Candles Income 13,896.60  9,164.51  

   Charity Rec'd 0.00  

   Duplex Rental 11,100.00  24,300.00  

   Hall Rental 12,200.00  5,870.00  

   Internship 50.00  

   Misc. Received -380.00  28,380.99  

   Plate Offerings/Anon (cash) 10,572.00  17,621.00  

   Prosphora 3,488.60  4,798.00  

   Sunday Lunch/Other meals 11,312.31  8,408.00  

   Tithes and Offerings 308,663.00  309,785.02  

Total Revenue $ 370,902.51  $ 408,327.52  

Gross Profit $ 370,902.51  $ 408,327.52  

Expenditures
   Altar Needs 6,300.89  3,496.88  

   Bank/Credit Card Expenses 2,460.35  1,534.78  

   Candle Expenses 11,392.91  8,274.45  

   Charity Expense 572.00  

   Choir Director 0.00  20,997.18  

      Compensation 25,595.14  

      Pension - Parish contribution 3,489.40  

   Total Choir Director $ 29,084.54  $ 20,997.18  

   Diocese of the West

      Diocesan Proportional Giving 41,675.00  39,450.00  

   Total Diocese of the West $ 41,675.00  $ 39,450.00  

   Education 89.70  

      Adult Classes 1,174.95  245.81  

      Church School 448.75  2,052.01  

      Pamphlets 300.14  174.13  
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      Retreat Expenses 370.00  

   Total Education $ 2,383.54  $ 2,471.95  

   Garbage 6,997.48  6,046.92  

   Government Costs

      County Taxes 9,053.70  6,157.03  

      Permits 218.00  1,804.00  

   Total Government Costs $ 9,271.70  $ 7,961.03  

   Honorarium 3,200.00  1,650.00  

   Icon Fund Expense 159.94  

   Insurance

      Property 9,228.00  8,221.00  

      Worker's Compensation 1,807.00  2,023.00  

   Total Insurance $ 11,035.00  $ 10,244.00  

   Interest Expense (Loans) 4,815.13  

   Internship Expenses 87.00  

      Intern Stipend 18,000.00  

   Total Internship Expenses $ 18,087.00  $ 0.00  

   Miscellaneous Expense 2,077.01  677.57  

   Office expenses 1,925.62  

      Copy Machine 1,260.36  813.04  

      General Supplies 1,092.06  973.85  

      Parish on-line software 2,193.90  2,130.90  

      Parish Website 1,719.83  1,298.83  

      Postage 213.23  352.19  

      Printing and Copying 2,361.77  500.38  

   Total Office expenses $ 8,841.15  $ 7,994.81  

   Parish Hall Manager 550.00  250.00  

   PG&E 15,369.87  10,281.47  

   Phones 90.23  

      Cell 900.00  900.00  

      Office 991.44  1,072.02  

   Total Phones $ 1,981.67  $ 1,972.02  

   Priest

      Car Allowance 4,307.50  3,875.00  

      Compensation 73,028.96  65,232.80  

      Life Insurance 401.76  401.76  

      Retirement Payment 15,031.58  14,307.78  

   Total Priest $ 92,769.80  $ 83,817.34  
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   Priest - Fr. Nicholas Carr 17,108.40  15,625.00  

   Property Maintenance 0.00  567.71  

      Facilities maint and repairs 229,398.92  23,187.25  

      Grounds Keeping Services 11,440.00  9,220.00  

      Petty Cash Expenses 1,800.00  1,800.00  

      Purchases 13,496.32  6,099.43  

   Total Property Maintenance $ 256,135.24  $ 40,874.39  

   Prosphora Expense 410.75  45.50  

   Secretary 19,533.36  14,400.00  

   Special Appeals Expense 500.00  

   Sunday Lunch Expense 3,422.57  248.53  

      Hall Cleaning 22,519.76  12,933.12  

      Kitchen Supplies/Food 3,521.12  2,798.38  

   Total Sunday Lunch Expense $ 29,463.45  $ 15,980.03  

   Travel Expenses 3,115.62  1,299.19  

Total Expenditures $ 589,976.67  $ 300,659.64  

Net Operating Revenue -$ 219,074.16  $ 107,667.88  

Net Revenue -$ 219,074.16  $ 107,667.88  
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Major Facilities Work 2022
Duplex Remodel 

Mark Ciddio Construc6on: 

Anderson Quality Woodwork: 

Cruz Hernandez Repair Work 

Date Check # Invoice # Amount

3/22/22 1030 1324 $ 14,000.00

4/25/22 1081 1333 $ 34,000.00

5/12/22 1113 1342 $ 31,200.00

6/15/22 1156 1353 $ 35,670.00

Total $ 114,870.00

Date Check # Invoice # Amount

4/25/22 1080 772-2 $ 15,000.00

5/12/22 1114 772-3 $ 19,531.00

6/15/22 1155 772-4 $ 19,700.00

Total $   54,231.00

Project Total $ 169,101.00

Transferred from Special Projects Account $ 154,000.00

Date Check # Invoice # Amount Project Totals

2/10/22 12612 359801 $ 2,860.00 Protec7on – Exterior repair

2/22/22 12620 359802 $ 3,100.00 Protec7on – Exterior repair

11/17/22 1352 359827 $ 1,100.00 Protec7on – Sink & Paint

12/22/22 1040 359834 $ 1,745.79 Protec7on – Window*

Total Protec6on Repairs $   8,805.79

2/23/22 12654 359803 $ 3,893.28 Rectory – Exterior repairs

3/16/22 1022 359804 $ 2850.00 Rectory – Exterior repairs

3/25/22 1032 359805 $ 2,870.00 Rectory – Exterior repairs

4/4/22 1053 359806 $ 1,852.00 Rectory – Exterior repairs

4/10/22 1066 359808 $ 4,378.46 Rectory – Front porch 

4/19/22 1076 359809 $ 2,360.00 Rectory – Front porch

2023 Annual Report  Page 27



 Grand Total $ 214,701.61 

6/10/22 1146 359816 $ 3,140.26 Rectory – Hot water heater

Total Rectory Repairs $ 21,344.00

5/12/22 1115 359811 $ 1.550.00 Choir Apartment repairs

6/10/22 1146 359814 $ 4,251.14 Choir Apartment repairs

6/22/22 1159 359815 $ 4,749.68 Choir Apartment repairs

10/19/22 1317 359823 $ 1,310.00 Choir Apartment – window 

Total Choir Apartment Repairs $ 11,860.82

5/20/22 1119 359812 $ 1,790.00 Barn roof trim – 40’ x 2’ x 6’

10/3/22 1301 359821 $ 1,100.00 Hall Kitchen – Roof Evaporator

10/20/22 1322 359825 $    700.00 Main pump room – 2 lines & filters

Total Addi6onal Repairs $   3,590.00

* Includes installa7on of rectory dishwasher. Cruz’s Grand Total $ 45,600.61
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Protection of the Holy Virgin Orthodox Church
Statement of Financial Position

As of December 31, 2022

Total

As of Dec 31, 2022 As of Dec 31, 2021 (PY)

ASSETS

   Current Assets

      Bank Accounts

         CD 0.00  0.00  

         Charity Cash Account 0.00  0.00  

         Chase 5525 - Building Fund 0.00  0.00  

         Chase 7888 - Building Fund 0.00  0.00  

         Choir Bank Account 610.57  510.57  

         Exchange 7230 New Special Projects 132,003.97  

         Exchange 8610 New Main Checking 21,085.70  

         Main Checking- WestAmerica Bank 8,346.43  96,714.55  

         Petty Cash Account 0.00  0.00  

         Rental Account 390.97  60.07  

         WestAmerica Special Projects 3,926.00  163,332.96  

      Total Bank Accounts $ 166,363.64  $ 260,618.15  

   Total Current Assets $ 166,363.64  $ 260,618.15  

   Fixed Assets

      Buildings & Property 2,700,000.00  2,700,000.00  

   Total Fixed Assets $ 2,700,000.00  $ 2,700,000.00  

TOTAL ASSETS $ 2,866,363.64  $ 2,960,618.15  

LIABILITIES AND EQUITY

   Liabilities

      Current Liabilities

         Total Other Current Liabilities $ 0.00  $ 0.00  

      Total Current Liabilities $ 0.00  $ 0.00  

      Long-Term Liabilities

      Total Long-Term Liabilities $ 0.00  $ 0.00  

   Total Liabilities $ 0.00  $ 0.00  

   Equity

      30000 Opening Bal Equity 2,713,404.27  2,711,778.77  

      32000 Retained Earnings 480,861.78  373,193.90  

      Fund Balance Bell Tower -37,133.57  -37,133.57  

      Fund Balance Bells 25,000.00  25,000.00  
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      Fund Balance Building Fund 109,626.24  121,474.00  

      Fund Balance Charity 4,468.83  9,817.73  

         Magdelena Fund 0.00  0.00  

         Thanksgiving Boxes 60.00  0.00  

      Total Fund Balance Charity $ 4,528.83  $ 9,817.73  

      Fund Balance Designated 44,322.05  46,792.05  

         Altar Flowers 850.97  1,086.58  

         Baptismal Font -600.00  -600.00  

         Gabe Griovski Memorial 5.95  5.95  

         Inlow Graduate Study (deleted) 0.00  1,100.00  

         Inlow Vestments (deleted) 0.00  513.00  

         Live Streaming Equipment 0.00  0.00  

      Total Fund Balance Designated $ 44,578.97  $ 48,897.58  
      Fund Balance Funeral -74.80  -74.80  

      Fund Balance General Fund 0.00  0.00  

      Fund Balance Icons 281,769.75  102,864.82  

      Fund Balance Norway Mission Building Fund 4,480.00  2,000.00  

      Fund Balance Pass-Thru 1,164.41  1,676.09  

      Fund Balance Rainy Day 0.00  28,915.00  

      Fund Balance School and Youth 136.80  136.80  

      Fund Balance Sisterhood 3,866.47  11,175.30  

         Groceries of Sarah - pass thru 0.00  0.00  

      Total Fund Balance Sisterhood $ 3,866.47  $ 11,175.30  

      Fund Balance Wildfire Relief 131.00  131.00  

      Fund Legacy -546,902.35  -546,902.35  

      Net Revenue -219,074.16  107,667.88  

   Total Equity $ 2,866,363.64  $ 2,960,618.15  

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND EQUITY $ 2,866,363.64  $ 2,960,618.15  

Monday, Jan 23, 2023 06:11:17 PM GMT-8 - Cash Basis
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Equity Funds 2022 Activity Summary

Fund Name 12/31/22 Income '22 Outgo '22 12/31/21
      Fund Balance Bell Tower  $ (37,133.57)  $ -    $ -    $ (37,133.57)
      Fund Balance Bells  $ 25,000.00  $ -    $ -    $ 25,000.00 
      Fund Balance Building Fund  $ 109,626.24  $ 4,327.24  $ 16,175.00  $ 121,474.00 
      Total Fund Balance Charity  $ 4,528.83  $ 19,856.00  $ 25,144.90  $ 9,817.73 
      Total Fund Balance Designated  $ 44,578.97  $ 14,127.25  $ 18,445.86  $ 48,897.58 
      Fund Balance Funeral  $ (74.80)  $ -    $ -    $ (74.80)
      Fund Balance General Fund  $ -    $ -    $ -    $ -   
      Fund Balance Icons  $ 281,769.75  $ 265,678.00  $ 86,773.07  $ 102,864.82 
      Fund Balance Norway Mission Building Fund  $ 4,480.00  $ 2,480.00  $ -    $ 2,000.00 
      Fund Balance Pass-Thru  $ 1,164.41  $ 139,803.35  $ 140,315.03  $ 1,676.09 
      Fund Balance Rainy Day  $ -    $ 16,175.00  $ 45,090.00  $ 28,915.00 
      Fund Balance School and Youth  $ 136.80  $ -    $ -    $ 136.80 
      Total Fund Balance Sisterhood  $ 3,866.47  $ -    $ 7,308.83  $ 11,175.30 
      Fund Balance Wildfire Relief  $ 131.00  $ -    $ -    $ 131.00 

The lines above show the income and outgo of the owner created equity funds shown on the Statement of 
Financial Posi7on report. The related lines are shaded on that report. See pages 29–30
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Icon Fund Activity 2022

Opening Balance: $  102,864.82 

Dona6ons: 
Anonymous Dona7on $100,000.00 
Kate Willens Estate $90,000.00 
West Wall Dona7ons $12,018.00 
Andy Skikos Estate $10,000.00 
Peter’s Denial of Christ Fresco $3,000.00 
Noah’s Ark Fresco $4,420.00 
St Ann Fresco $150.00 
Undesignated cash dona7ons $850.00 
 Total Dona6ons: $ 220,588.00 

Transfer from Rainy Day Fund $45,090.00 

Expenses: 
Century Guild Woodworking: 

Decora7ve panels top of Iconostasis – balance  $8,000.00 
Decora7ve post tops for Iconostasis  $1,200.00 

St Gregory of Sinai Monastery: 
St Alban of Britain (Inv. #1141)  $1,500.00 
St Isaac the Syrian & St Spyridon (Inv. #1142)  $3,000.00 
St Ephraim the Syrian & St Gerasimos of the Jordan (Inv. #1144) $3,000.00 
3 Small Arches @ $750 (Inv. #1146)  $2,250.00 
West Wall plastering & Daineko supplies (Inv. #1146)  $3,200.00 
St Thecla, protomartyr & (Inv. #1147)  $1,500.00 
St Euphemia (Inv. #1148)  $1,500.00 
West Wall work: design work, scaffolding, etc. (Inv. #1148) $800.00 

Anton Daineko (Sent thru Tikhon’s Bookstore, PA): 
WW01 Christ appearing to the Two Marys  $7,000.00 
WW02 The Way of the Cross   $10,000.00 
WW04 The Entombment  $10,000.00 
WW05 Prayer in Gethsemane  $3,000.00 
WW06 Betrayal of Christ  $3,000.00 
WW07 Mocking of Christ  $3,000.00 
WW08 Denial of St Peter  $3,000.00 
WW09 Christ before Pilate  $3,000.00 
NW01 Christ appearing to St Thomas the Apostle  $12,000.00 
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CM Marshall Scaffolding: 
West Wall installa7on & removal  $3,494.00 

Addi6onal Expenses: 
St Elesban of Ethiopia – Panel Icon by Matushka Ann  $600.00 
Frame for large Protec7on icon in Hall  $247.90 
Plastering help for St Gregory fresco (Candelarios)  $1,000.00 
Keim Mineral Paints – For Daineko’s work  $714.16 
Shipping for new Chanter Stand  $732.46 
Daineko car expense   $35.00 

 Total Expenses $86,773.07 

 Closing Balance: $281,769.75 

In-Kind Dona6ons: 
St Gregory of Sinai Monastery: 

St Germanus of Auxerre Fresco (Inv #1141)  $1,500.00 
 Total: $1,500.00 
TBC Plaster Ar6sans, Inc: 

Invoice #1 Labor north transept plastering  $11,844.50 
Invoice #1 Materials  $190.34 

 Total: $12,034.84 
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Charity Fund Activity 2022
Opening Balance $ 9,817.73 

Dona6ons: 

General Use $ 5,830.00 
Pass-Thru Dona7ons: $ 10,183.00 
Sub-Funds: 

Thanksgiving meals $ 3,803.00 
Diapers $ 40.00 

 Total Dona6ons $ 19,856.00 

Expenses / Amounts Paid: 
Catholic Chari7es – Shelter/Caritas Village $ 3,522.24 
Rector’s Charity Fund $ 2,400.00 
Paid to 5 individuals $ 3,260.00 
Project Mexico – DOW Lenten Appeal $ 1,000.00 
St Paisius Monastery – Retreat dona7on $ 500.00 
Orthodox Chris7ans for Life $ 250.00 
Blessing Bags $ 286.66 
Pass-Thru Paid to Individuals $ 3,900.00 
Pass-Thru to OCA Ukrainian Relief $ 6,283.00 
Sub-Funds: 

Thanksgiving meals $ 3743.00 
 Total Expenses/Amounts Paid  $ 25,144.90 

Closing Balance: $ 4,528.83 
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SAINT SERAPHIM BOOKSTORE
Report to the 2023 Annual Meeting

Submitted by: Bonnie Alexander

Mission Statement: To serve the Parish of the Protection of the Holy Virgin and St. Seraphim Cathedral, 
by offering Orthodox reading material and gifts for sale and donating all profits to charity.

Managers: Lew Baer (Marketing and Ordering) and Bonnie Alexander (Scheduling and Finances)

Retail Staff: Dana Ames, Karla Van Meter, Bonnie Alexander and Gretchen McPherson.   

Finances:  
2020 Gross Sales: $1,291.49
2021 Gross Sales: $4,054.55
2022 Gross Sales: $4,329.94

2022 Year-End Donations:  
We will be donating a total of $1200 this year.  We have decided to split our donation this year between 
two of our local charities:  (1) The Diaper Bank ministry of St. Seraphim; and (3) The Redwood Empire 
Food Bank.

Our sales increased by almost $300 this year.  We are grateful to Catherine Ostling who has generously 
been donating beautiful needlepoint bookmarks for us to sell.   We are also grateful to Gretchen 
McPherson, who fills in when she can.  We have also been carrying honey, vinegar and olive oil from the 
Monastery in Calistoga.  We are grateful to God and all of you for keeping us successful.  

If anyone is interested in joining our staff, please let one of us know.  We would be happy to have more 
volunteers! 

We welcome any suggestions from parishioners.  If you have something you would like to see in YOUR 
Bookstore, please let any staff member know.  We are here to serve our parishioners!
 

Thanks to everyone for your continued support of St. Seraphim Bookstore! 
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Proposed Budget for 2023
Income

Candles $14,000.00.................................................................
Duplex Rental $11,100.00......................................................
Hall Rental $12,200.00...........................................................
Internship $40,000.00.............................................................
Plate Offering (unidentified cash) $11,000.00........................
Prosphora $3,600.00...............................................................
Sunday Lunch $11,500.00......................................................
Tithes & Offerings $310,000.00.............................................

Total Income $413,400.00...................................................................

Expenses
Altar Needs $5,000.00............................................................
Bank Expenses / Credit Card Fees $2,500.00.........................
Candles $10,000.00.................................................................
Choir Director $29,500.00......................................................

Salary - $25,310 (including choir director's pension contribution); Parish 
pension contribution - $4,190

Diocese of the West – Parish tithe $42,000.00.......................
Education $2,500.00...............................................................
Garbage $7,500.00..................................................................
Government Costs – Taxes & Permits $10,500.00.................
Honoraria $3,200.00...............................................................
Insurance (Property, Liability & WC) 12,500.00....................
Internship/Invest for additional priest $40,000.00..................
Miscellaneous $1,000.00........................................................
Office $10,000.00....................................................................
Parish Hall Manager $550.00.................................................
PG&E $17,000.00...................................................................
Phones (Sonic & Cell Allowance) $2,000.00.........................
Priest – Rector $95,000.00......................................................

Salary - $79,312.50 (includes rector's pension contribution, medical & 
dental insurance); Life Insurance - $440; Car Allowance - $4,290; Parish 
contribution to pension - $10,950

Priest - Fr Nicholas $17,200.00..............................................
Property Maintenance $48,800.00..........................................
Prosphora $200.00..................................................................
Secretary $20,000.00..............................................................
Sunday Lunch / Cleaning $30,500.00.....................................
Travel $1,000.00.....................................................................

Total Expenses $408,450.00...............................................................

Net $4,950.00 .......................................................................................
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PROSPHORA BAKING REPORT
Report to the 2023 Annual Meeting ~ Lara Anderson, Coordinator

“Prosphora has five ingredients of prayer, flour, yeast, salt and water.” (Father Jo Landino, St. 
Paul Antiochian Orthodox Church).  Yes, prayer is the first and most important of the ingredients when 
making this offering.  Before each baking, we pray. During our work, we silently pray the Jesus prayer. 
Prosphora dough has a mind of its own and will humble you each time you attempt the task.  Through 
all of the preparation, measuring, mixing, kneading, rolling, cutting, waiting, stamping, sealing, piercing, 
baking, washing up and packaging up, the constant prayer in our hearts (or at least, the sincere attempt) 
allow for us to be calm “so that the bread of the offering may be acceptable at your table, O Lord”  Time 
spent doing this humble task seems to fly by. 

I want to thank all of our dough makers who get up so very early: Asya Sarmadzhiev, Timothy 
Danford, and Jeanie Carl, and our Prosphora/Lamb baking team, Barbara Owens, Genevieve 
Richardson, Gretchen McPherson, Lorna Booker and Effy Candelario.  Their pious dedication and 
prayerful offering is instrumental in our preparation and baking of prosphora and lambs for our Liturgy. 
For the calendar year of 2022, we are back to pre-pandemic quantities. We baked 4,581 prosphora, 65 
Sunday lambs, 45 weekday lambs, and 2 sets of loaves for Litya used for vigils.   

At Father Lawrence’s request, we changed the recipe for Litya to one that followed more in the 
Greek tradition. Effy Candelario and the Wilkerson family prepared what we call Artoklasia afor a 
number of our feast days. We thank them for all their efforts in making these beautiful, spiced loaves.

We have new recruits for 2023 and anyone who wishes to be a part of this wonderful ministry 
should contact me. We bake on average of two Tuesdays a month. 

Your sister In Christ, 
Lara Anderson, Prosphora coordinator 

2023 Annual Report  Page 37



CHURCH SCHOOL 
Report to the 2023 Annual Meeting

“Let everything take second place to the care of our children, our bringing them up in the discipline and 
instruction of the Lord.”  (St. John Chrysostom, Homily 21 on Ephesians) 

Our Parish church-school began this year on September 11, 2023, and has continued each week on 
successive Sundays (except for Thanksgiving and Winter Break). We are now about to enter the Pre-
Lenten period in our lessons

Teachers Grades
Matushka Karin Crawford K-1
Anastasia Brodeur & Gretchen McPherson 2-3
Joe Anderson & Aaron Brodeur 4-7
John Gilluly, Ania Rademacher, & Reader Andrew Mikrikov 8-12

School Curriculum
I have assembled about one year of finished lessons, mostly based on the weekly gospel readings, many 
of them written by our former parishioner, Fr. Paul Hamner.  These lessons cover the major feasts of the 
church, the Lives of the Saints, and the parables of our Lord. The teachers this year requested an 
emphasis on lessons that will work with the weekly gospel readings.

Although written for the teachers of children, the lessons are appropriate for all ages, and attempt to 
bring new insights into the weekly cycle of services in our Orthodox life. Each week the teachers take 
the lesson and adapt it to their needs, using story-telling, discussion, and the occasional craft (for the 
younger students) to present the theme. The classes are brief, no longer than 20-30 minutes a session.

COMMENTS FROM THE TEACHERS: 

We have been having a good Sunday school year outside, sitting next to the former tree and BBQ area. I 
have about 4-8 students each week, out of a pool of about a dozen. 

Several times I have had parents or other adults sitting on the porch also listen to my lessons, and I have 
had a few guest speakers such as my mother. 

• We have learned about the history of our parish, the making of prosphora, the major feasts, and 
the gospel readings of the day. 
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• We have visited and looked at the frescoes in the church, and will hopefully cook a Sunday 
luncheon together later on this year. 

• I am working hard to foster a sense of community with the students that extends beyond just our 
parish and time period, but to the entirety of the Orthodox Church throughout time and space. 
God willing, they will continue to help to add to it. (Joe Anderson, Grades 4-7)

✢ ✢ ✢ ✢ ✢ ✢ ✢ ✢ ✢ ✢ ✢ ✢ ✢

The 1st-3rd grade class varied from 0 students to up to 6. Most often we had 2-4, so it was a small 
group, with several children already having a good understanding of church, prayers and feasts , while 
for others it is a new experience. 

We combined with the Kindergarten class several times over the year when a teacher was unavailable in 
either class. My biggest observation is that the children need to have a firm grounding in the Old 
Testament in order to understand many of the gospel stories and feast days. (Anastasia Brodeur)

✢ ✢ ✢ ✢ ✢ ✢ ✢ ✢ ✢ ✢ ✢ ✢ ✢

Our upper secondary group has been small this year, with 2-3 students attending out of a pool of about 
8. There has been some very good discussions on the parables and lessons, how they relate to our 
everyday life and the decisions we make. Reader Andrew has been especially good at formulating 
questions for our discussions. 

✢ ✢ ✢ ✢ ✢ ✢ ✢ ✢ ✢ ✢ ✢ ✢ ✢

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE PAST YEAR 

• Pascha Egg-Coloring (Friday, April 15, 2022)
o Volunteers assisted the younger children in putting together colorful Easter bowls with multi-

colored eggs and scented “grass.”
• St. Seraphim Week (June 5-9, 2022)

o Emma Anderson (coordinator), Peg Golitzin and Catie DeCarlo (Music), John Gilluly (craft 
activity), Fr. Lawrence (daily lesson), along with an energetic group of our teen helpers put 
on a nice week of games, music, and spiritual instruction for the kids. There was an element 
of outreach too: about 60% of the children attending were from other parishes.

• Church Camp (June 26-July 2nd)
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o This annual event has become a memorable event for the children in our parish, and 
especially our teens, who look forward to attending each year, renewing their relationships 
with other Bay Area Orthodox teens in a mountain camp high above Dunlap, CA.

• Teen Group (2023, Ongoing) 
o Through the help and organizational skills of Vicky Basch, Frs. Kirill, Lawrence, Stephan, 

and Mother Macrina and members from other parishes, our teens continue to get together—
hosted by a different church on each occasion—for events like outdoor hikes, movies, 
barbecue get-together, and mini-golf etc. etc). The events are well attended, and the feedback 
is very positive.

—Submitted by John Gilluly, School Principal, 2022-23 
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MASTER PLAN PROJECTED FOR 2023 

There have been no master planning meetings since just before covid hit in 2020. The items 
listed below were part of a list that was compiled for projected tasks during the current year, two, five 
and ten years out. During 2022 we will resume the master planning meetings and revise the list. 

DID NOT COMPLETE IN 2022 
GROUNDS & BUILDINGS
Replace window frames in St Seraphim Needs pricing...............................................
Finish landscape on south side of St Seraphim Needs pricing.....................................
Construct Bell Tower County approval received............................................................................
Surface and stripe north parking lot Needs pricing ......................................................
Design LED lighting plan, parking islands for parking lots Needs pricing.................
Overhead electrical/internet wires placed in underground conduits Needs design and pricing.....
Renovate Sacristy at Protection Church DONE 2022...............................................
Paint white strips on front steps on front of Protection Not yet done........................
Repairs to Protection, Rectory and Hall DONE 2022...............................................

PROJECTED FOR 2024 
Design and create floor [when frescos are completed]
Reseal water-proofing/stucco outside
Resurface ceiling of Parish Hall
Build new iconostasis for Protection Church

PROJECTED FOR 2028 
Replace/Repair Pergola (walk way to church)
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ICONOGRAPHY REPORT  
REPORT TO THE 2023 ANNUAL MEETING 

Two years ago Fr. Patrick, Fr. Moses, Matushka Ann and I had a discussion about the slow 
progress of the fresco painting. It was a sorrow for Fr. Patrick, since he realized that his monastic duties 
as a priest and now abbot, were preventing him from being here as much as he wanted. Fr. Moses does 
the plastering, which prevents him from painting much, since most of the plastering takes place in the 
middle of the night, and painting takes place when the sun is shining. Some years back I had suggested 
to him that we should think about getting someone to help him. At our meeting two years ago, we 
decided that we would begin to seek someone to help him. I reached out to Father Ilya Gotlinski, of 
Orthodox Tours, who is a friend and has extensive contacts of painters in Russia, Ukraine and Belarus. 
He immediately suggested Anton Daineko from Minsk. It turns out that our painters were familiar with 
the work of Anton and his wife Ekaterina, and they also were already familiar with our painting project, 
and with Matushka Ann’s work, having seen photos on various websites. Our dome painting was 
featured some years back at the website of Orthodox Arts Journal, and Matushka Ann was interviewed 
by the same. There is a great deal of mutual respect with our painters. 

So, contacts were made, and then covid happened, and then the war in Ukraine, which delayed 
things significantly. By and by, visas were miraculously arranged with the help and prayers of Fr. 
Sergius, the Abbot at St. Tikhon’s Monastery (an icon school is starting at St. Tikhon’s to be headed by 
the Dainekos). Anton and Ekaterina arrived in Santa Rosa on July 18, the eve of the Feast of St. 
Seraphim! Let us offer our thanks to Almighty God, and to St. Seraphim for his intercessions. 

Since July 19. 2022, a great deal of painting has obviously been completed. Fr Patrick set the 
content, the “style” and the color scheme, and Anton, being a true master painter, is able to keep the 
harmony of all the paintings and add to it. 

Why is he able to work so quickly? Besides his absolute mastery of subject matter, painting, 
drawing skill and composition, Anton is using a mineral-based paint on dry plaster, rather than fresco. 
This method has become a standard medium in Russia now, because it is durable, easy to use and can 
match the colors and depth of fresco paintings (in the right hands). 

Fr Patrick will continue to paint the saints in the aisles, and those at the floor level of the north 
transept. He will also do the drawings for the pendentives (triangles under the dome) of the Gospel 
writers, and Anton will do the painting. This is a simplification of what’s ahead, so don’t hesitate to ask 
me about all this. 

Plans for the new year: Anton and Ekaterina need to return home to renew their visa and to do 
some painting. They plan to depart from us in mid-March. Anton has, or will, complete the north 
transept wall, and then move on to the west transept wall, north side of the church. He then hopes to 
move the choir side of the church, and begin to paint that west wall (Raising of Lazarus). Depending on 
what happens when he returns to Minsk, he will either paint a church there during the summer, begin the 
icon school at St. Tikhon’s in September (see above remark) and return to us in November. Or, he may 
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return to us in the summer, go to St. Tikhon’s in September and return to us in November. In the 
meantime, Father Patrick will continue with many other areas of the church as he is able. 

NOTE: When the Dainekos depart, the duplex where they are now, will be rented. We will 
recoup the cost of renovation that way. When Anton and his wife return they will stay in the Intern 
Apartment.  —Fr. Lawrence

A. FRESCOS PAINTED DURING 2022
1. St. Alban, Protomartyr of Britain
2. St. Germanus of Auxerre
3. St. Isaac of Syria
4. St. Spyridon of Trimithus
5. St. Ephraim of Syria
6. St. Gerasimos of the Jordan
7. St. Euphemia the Great
8. St. Thekla, protomartyr among women
9. Christ appearing to the two Marys (west wall, peak)
10. Prayer in Gethsemane
11. Denial of St Peter
12. Betrayal of Christ
13. Mocking of Christ
14. Christ before Pilate
15. The Way of the Cross
16. The Entombment
17. Christ appearing to St. Thomas the Apostle

B. ICON PAINTED THIS YEAR
18. St. Elesban of Ethiopia

B. COMMISSIONED SAINT & FEAST DAY FRESCOS —Projected painting 2023/2024
1. St. Ignatius Brianchaninov
2. St. James the Brother of the Lord
3.  St. Matrona of Moscow
4.  St. Lucia of Syracuse
5.  St. Marina
6.  St. Joanna the Myrrh-bearer
7.  St. Anna, Mother of the Theotokos
8.  St. Nona
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9.  St. Tatiana
10. St. Moses the Black
11. Prophet Daniel in the Lion’s Den (Narthex)
12. St. Panteleimon
13. St. Elizabeth, Mother of St John the Baptist
14. St. Anastasia the Deliverer from poison
15. St. Luke, pendentive arch
16. St Dionysios (in Altar—funds coming)
17. St. Paisius of Mount Athos
18. St. Porphyrios of Mount Athos and Athens
19. St. Xenia of Petersburg
20. Noah’s Ark (Narthex)
21. St. Sunniva of Norway
22. St. Stephanie the Martyr
23. St. Luke the Evangelist (pendentive)
24. Entrance of the Theotokos into the Temple
25. St. David of Thessalonika*
26. St. Alypius the Stylite*
27. Dinner at Emmaus with Luke and Cleopas*
28. On Lake of Tiberius*
29. Icon “Not made by hands” 

*Being painted now, or completed by the day of the Annual Meeting

D. FRESCOS NOT YET COMMISSIONED
A sketched out plan of the entire church is available to see where these icons will be placed.  

1. Three pendentives (St Luke already commissioned, St Matthew, partial commission) 
St. Matthew, St. John, St. Mark, cost each: $15,000................................................

2. Four Decorative border on the arches, each: $6,000...............................................
3. Sacrifice of Isaac, in the Altar: $12,000..................................................................
4. Prophet Moses & Burning Bush $8,000...................................................................
5. Prophet Moses/Burning Bush/Ten Commandments: $8,000..................................
6. Raising of Lazarus*: $18,000..................................................................................
7. St Mary Magd announcing the Resur/Sts John and Peter running*: $18,000..........
8.  Three Youths in the Furnace (Narthex): $6,000......................................................
9.  Crossing the Red Sea (Narthex): $15,000...............................................................
10. Jonah and the Whale (Narthex): $15,000...............................................................

2023 Annual Report  Page 44



11. Raising of Jairus’ Daughter (Narthex): $6,000.......................................................
12. Raising of the Widow’s Son (Narthex): $6,000.....................................................
13. St. Philothea of Athens: $1,500..............................................................................
14. St. Juliana the Merciful $1,500..............................................................................

* Painting to begin February/March 2023 
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ELECTIONS TO PARISH COUNCIL 

General Information

Requirements: With the blessing of the Archbishop all nominations for parish council must be 
submitted no later than one week prior to the Annual Meeting. This allows the nominees to prayerfully 
consider if they are able or qualified to serve, and to avoid any embarrassment to those who may be 
nominated yet may not be formal Parish Members or simply not in a position to accept. To be nominated 
or elected to the Parish Council one must fulfill the following requirements:  

1) Shall be a Baptized and Chrismated Orthodox Christian; Live according to the Gospel and the 
teachings of the Orthodox Church 

2) Shall be at least 18 years of age; 

3) Shall have partaken of the Sacraments of Private Confession and Communion in the Parish 
regularly in the 12 months immediately preceding the Parish Meeting, and shall have regularly 
been present for celebration of the Divine Liturgy at the Parish for at least 12 consecutive months 
prior to the date of the Parish Meeting;  

4) Has fulfilled the financial obligations established by the All-American Councils, Diocesan 
Assemblies, and the Parish. Make a financial commitment to practice proportional giving, and be 
willing to care for the good order of the church grounds, finances and community in practical 
ways 

5) The Parish Council meets at least once a month. If you cannot attend meetings, do not accept 
nomination. If a member misses two consecutive meetings, he or she may be asked to step 
down, depending on circumstances. Terms are for two years. Any member of the Parish Council 
who has served for three (3) consecutive terms (six years) automatically becomes ineligible for 
reelection until at least one (1) year off the Parish Council passes. 

Duties:
1) Attend all Parish Council Meetings & various Council events (help at work parties, retreats, etc.)
2) Strive to participate in worship, attending Vespers on Saturday at least once a month and Divine 

Liturgy every Sunday
3) Take responsibility for one or more projects/areas of parish need during your term. 
4) His Eminence, Archbishop Benjamin has indicated that all newly-elected parish council 

members are required to read the documents listed below prior to their first council meeting and 
compliance be annotated in that meeting’s minutes: 
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OCA Statute, DOW By-Laws, Policies, Standards and Procedures of the OCA on Sexual 
Misconduct, OCA’s Reducing the Risk of Child Sexual Abuse Guidelines, DOW’s Reducing the 
Risk of Child Sexual Abuse.  The documents will be provided to the members. 

Current auditor: January 2023
Charles Russell

Treasurer:
The 2015 Annual Meeting adopted and ratified the proposal that the position of Parish Treasurer be filled 
by a qualified person, appointed by the rector in consultation with the Council, and serve ex officio, with 
full voting rights. Every two years (the new Bylaws change this to “every three years”) the position of 
Treasurer is to be ratified by vote at the Annual meeting, and blessed by the Diocesan Hierarch. This 
motion allows the Council to be comprised of nine full members plus the Treasurer. Martin Thong was 
ratified at the Parish Annual Meeting in 2019, and he was re-affirmed at Treasurer at the 2022 Meeting.

2023 Annual Report  Page 47



CANDIDATES FOR PARISH ELECTIONS 
Members whose terms expire at this meeting:  
Serge Anderson, Kathleen Rhodes, Daphne Russell, Peter Tennyson, Debbie Buse

The following have one more year to serve:
Preston Booker, Michael Dovey, Brian Justin Rademacher, Karen Werder, Timothy Danford

The Parish Council is comprised of NINE members. This year we need to elect FOUR. 

Please vote for FOUR of the names listed below. Nominations have been submitted no later than 
one week prior to the Annual Meeting. Nominations will not be taken at the meeting. 

1) Serge Andersen
2) Debbie Buse
3) Peter Tennyson
4) Kathleen Rhodes
5) Matushka Patricia Jorgenson

The FOUR who receive the highest number of votes are elected to the Parish Council for a two 
year term. The next TWO in the vote count will be the Alternates and will serve for two years. If an 
elected member of the Parish Council steps down, an alternate will serve out the remaining time of that 
member’s term. 

Alternates are expected to attend all meetings, and should consider themselves as full Council 
Members.
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Ending Hymns 

IT IS TRULY MEET 
sing to “Joy of the Heavenly Powers” 

It is truly meet to bless thee, O Theotokos,
ever-blessed, and most blameless, and the Mother of our God;
more honorable than the Cherubim,
and beyond compare more glorious than the Seraphim,
who without corruption gavest birth to God the Word, //
the very Theotokos, thee do we magnify.

TROPARION OF THE PROTECTION OF THE HOLY VIRGIN 
TONE FOUR 

Today we Orthodox people joyfully keep festival, 
being illumined by thy glorious coming among us, O Mother of God;
and gazing upon thy most pure image, 
we say with compunction: 
Shelter us with thy most precious Protection,
and deliver us from all evil, //
and pray to thy Son, Christ our God, that He save our souls.
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