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AGENDA FOR 2012 MEETING

1. Call to Order ~ Opening Prayers: 
“O Heavenly King & Prayer.” “Memory Eternal,” “Many Years”

2. Appointment of Recording Secretary, Chairman, Parliamentarian and Tellers 

3. Count to Establish Quorum (57 members minimum present)

4. Review of Agenda—listing of any other new business and/or Forum topics

5. Acceptance/Correction of Minutes from previous Annual Meeting of February 6, 2011

6. Reports—additional comments:
a. Rector’s Report
b. Treasurer’s Report — comments/explanation on the income and expenses of last year
c. Report on Hall and Storage building construction
d. Auditors’ Report
e. All American Council Report

7. New Business: 
a. Consideration and adoption of 2012 Budget 
b. Elections for Parish Council — see Candidate list
c. Nomination of Honorary Life Time Member
d. Parish Ministries
e. Any other new business (to be listed at beginning of Meeting)
f. Open Forum
g. Report of Elections
h. Adjournment - “It is Truly Meet” and Parish Troparion (last page)
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PARISH MEMBERSHIP

	
 A quorum for our Annual Meeting is 50%+1. For this meeting that means 57 since we 
currently show 112 members. Last year we reported to the Diocese of the West (OCA) that we 
had 113 members. In 2009 we reported 110 supporting members. Our numbers vary. Considering 
that we have almost 200 people at Liturgy on Sundays, our parish should be able to report that 
we have 175 active and supporting members. Let us work toward that. 
	
 We report our membership count to the Diocese. For each member we report we give a 
tithe of our parish budget to the Diocese of the West the Central Administration of the OCA. Last 
year the total, combined tithe from our parish to the diocese and central administration was 
$27,651.00. We only report as members those who are active financial supporters. Being an 
active supporter is NOT about amount, since no matter how poor one is, one can make an 
offering from that which God has given. That is all that is necessary to be included in the 
membership list. 
	
 The Statutes of the Orthodox Church in America state that the “parish is a local 
community of the Church having at its head a duly appointed priest and consisting of Orthodox 
Christians who live in accordance with the teachings of the Orthodox Church, comply with the 
discipline and rules of the Church, and regularly support their parish.” (page 36, Statutes of the 
OCA) The Statutes continue with a definition of what it means to be a parishioner: 

a. Parishioners are those who, by virtue of their Baptism and Chrismation, are members of 
the Body of Christ and strive to live in accordance with their high calling (Ephesians 4:1) 
as Orthodox Christians. No one can be a member of the parish if he openly betrays the 
doctrine, morals and liturgical life of the Orthodox Church, or if he leads a life or acts in a 
manner condemned by the Holy Canons as incompatible with the name of Orthodox 
Christian.

b.  A “Voting Member” of the parish: [as defined in Article X, Section 5(a)]
1.  is at least eighteen years of age
2. partakes of the Sacraments of Confession and Holy Communion in his home 

parish at least once a year [wouldn’t it make more sense to say ‘on a regular 
basis’ rather than ‘once a year’?]; 

3. attends the parish for a period as may be fixed by the parish [our by-laws state 
‘thirty days’]; 

4. regularly fulfills such financial obligations as may be established by the All-
American Councils, the Diocesan Assemblies, and the parish 

1. [members are encouraged to make a pledge/tithe of their treasure, 
their time and their talents, based on a percentage of their income]
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•  HONARARY LIFE-TIME MEMBERS OF OUR PARISH • 

Alex Sokol (nominated in 1993), reposed
Eugenia Vorobey (1994), reposed 
Nick and Olga Belenkoff (1995). Nick reposed 2005, Olga in 2009
Magda Sokolov (1996), reposed 2004
Catherine Balatzki (1997), reposed 2003
Leonid Sakovich (1998), reposed 2001
Alexandra Hrenoff (1999), reposed 2004
Musya Sakovich (2000), living in SF
Sophie Silverman (2001), living on Martha’s Vineyard, MA.
Archpriest Michael & Matushka Eleanor Margitich (2002)
Eugene Gordenev, (2003), reposed 2005
Zoya Drake, (2004)
Olga Canyuch (2005), reposed 2005
Petar & Eugenia Griovski (2006)
Andrew Skikos (2007)
Nina Antipova (2008)
Sarah Ingenito (2009), reposed 2009
Barbara Owens (2009)
Natalie Hansen (2010), reposed 2010
Alla Keyes (2011)

The names above are listed in our records. Please inform the Council Secretary if there are 
omissions to the list. While the By-laws of the parish state that an honorary member may be 
elected each year, it seems that the practice to do so began only during the pastorate of Fr. 
Michael Margitich in 1993. 
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PARISH MINISTRIES DURING 2011

Council Members who served during 2011: 
Serge Anderson—Starosta, Petar Griovski—Parish Treasurer, Bonnie Alexander—Council 
Secretary; Vladimir Lew Baer, Denise Pellizzer, Debbie Buse, Sergei Moroz, Preston Booker, 
Nick Nicholson—Members; Ole Kern and Gary Peter Collins—alternates
Church School Coordinator: Father Andrew Cuneo, Parmenas Davis taking over in September
Choir Director: Nicolas Craig Custer; Justin Margitich—assistant
Tonsured Readers: Nicolas Custer, Patrick Wilkes, Paul Burch, Vincent Rossi, Nilus Veenis, 
Justin Margitich

Subdeacon: Marc Richardson
Sacristan: Nilus Veenis—Sacristan, Isaac Ferguson, assistant
Prosphora & Preparation of Holy Bread: Matushka Xenia Schettig—head baker; Lara 
Anderson, James Ballard, Gretchen McPherson, Barbara Owens, Genevieve Richardson; Dough 
makers: Nilus Veenis
Greeters: Joseph and Judith Gumper; Lydia and Nick Nicholson—assistants 
Pastor’s Secretary: Alla Keyes
Youth Coordinator: see page 35. Leaders needed for High, Middle & Elementary 
Bookstore Manager: Vladimir Baer—manager; Bonnie, Dana, James and Gretchen—staff
Charity Committee Coordinator: Paul Byron Burch
Scrip Director: Shenina 
Funeral Arrangements: Deacon Jeremiah, Serge Anderson, Panteleimon Walker, Panteleimon 
Duval, Serge Fleshman for men. Need volunteers for women.
Sunday Lunch Coordinator: Eleni Rose
Parish Hall Event Coordinator: Debbie Buse
Auditor: Lydia Nicholson, George Artemoff
Temple Floral Decorations: Patricia Krueger, Kate Willens, Denise Pellizzer
Seamstress work: Zoya Drake, Genevieve Richardson, Maria Vasquez
Librarian: Lara Anderson, Lisa Thomas
Outdoor Maintenance: Gabriel Griovski	

Facilities Maintenance:  Gregory Sanford, Serge Anderson
Church Cleaning Coordinator: Nilus Veenis
Garden: Ann Margitich
Grounds: need volunteer — page 35
Ride Ministry: Prisca Karen Roselle, organizer
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MINUTES OF THE 2010 ANNUAL PARISH MEETING  
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 2011

1. Call to Order – Opening Prayers

a. The meeting was called to order at 12:35 p.m. with the singing of “O Heavenly King” 
followed by “Memory Eternal” for all of the parishioners who have fallen asleep in the 
Lord.  “Many Years: was sung for the parishioners and then Father Lawrence gave the 
Opening Prayer.

2. Appointments

a. Recording Secretary, Chairman, Parliamentarian and Tellers: Bonnie Alexander was 
nominated by Fr. Lawrence to serve as recording secretary; Fr. Andrew Cuneo was 
introduced as Chairman of today’s meeting.  The tellers for the meeting will be Subdeacon 
Marc Richardson, Serge Anderson and Joseph Marino (by appointment at the last Parish 
Council Meeting. Parmenas Davis was appointed Parliamentarian.  

3. Quorum

a. Count to Establish Quorum (57 members minimum) The tellers counted those in 
attendance determining 70 members were in attendance – quorum was met.

4. Review of Agenda: 

a. Additions:  Item 6(a): Synopsis review of the work to date and plans for the hall extension 
and storage building; Item 7(i): E-scrip report; and Item 7(j)iii: Church Directory.

5. Minutes of February 7, 2010 Annual Meeting. 

a. Since the minutes of the 2010 Annual Meeting were published and distributed prior to 
today’s meeting, they were not read.  The minutes were received as submitted, no 
corrections.

6. Reports

a. Rector’s Report — Fr. Lawrence expressed his love for the congregation and pointed out 
the uniqueness of the circumstance and what an honor it is to serve us.Meeting turned over 
to Fr. Andrew Cuneo.

b. Treasurer’s Report — Petar Griovski is in the hospital; in his absence Bonnie Alexander 
answered questions about the 2010 report.  The parish wishes to express extreme gratitude 
to Petar for managing the budget.

c. Status Report on Hall Enlargement/Storage Shed Project —Serge Anderson reported that 
the permit process is progressing.  Next step is to remove the portable building and 
everything else from behind the Hall.  Beyond monetary support, we need volunteer 
support for demolition and prep work.  The contractor plans to begin after Pascha with 
targeted completion before the Glendi.  Any concerns/comments should be brought to 
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Serge Anderson or to the Parish Council.  Please refer to Fr. Lawrence’s report for details 
about the progression of movements and plans for carrying on during construction.

d.  Choir Report – Fr. Andrew expressed thanks to the choir for their beautiful work.  

e. Auditor’s Report – George Artemoff and Lydia Nicholson conducted the audit last week.  
George reported that everything was in order and commented that Alla keeps impeccable 
records.

f. Diocesan Assembly  Report — Barbara Owens and Genevieve Richardson attended.  Two 
items to report from the Poway Assembly: (1) A Strategic Planning Committee has been 
formed to make recommendations for a transparent administration of the OCA. Their 
initial draft report was returned for more specific suggestions;  (2) Prof. Erickson gave a 
presentation about autocephaly and the future of the OCA and Orthodoxy in America.    

g. High School Group Report — Laurel Counts not available.  Fr. Andrew reported on a 
gold-panning outing (proceeds went to Archangel Bookstore) and on the visit of the group 
from Fr. Josiah Trenham’s church in Riverside this past summer.

h. Sisterhood – Xenia Prebyl expressed thanks to the Sisterhood officers who served last year.  
Lisa Moroz was introduced as the new VP and Cathy Veenus will serve as treasurer.  The 
position of secretary is still open.  Julianna Venus volunteered.  Fundraising ideas and 
beneficiaries will be discussed in the next couple of weeks. 

i. Prosphora — Mat. Xenia Schettig reported that there is an excellent team and encouraged 
everyone’s participation.  Fr. Lawrence expressed thanks to those involved in this project.

j. Diocesan Assembly Report — Lew Baer commented that the financial scandal was a 
blessing that led to the election of Metropolitan Jonah, a convert.  

7.  New Business

a. Consideration and Adoption of 2011 Budget – Serge Anderson presented the 2011 Budget.  
He noted a significant reduction in the amount of money allocated for landscaping.  A crew 
will be organized by Mat. Ann utilizing the following potential volunteers:  Sergei Moroz; 
Nicolas Custer; Preston Booker; Patrick Wilkes, Garett Hamner; George Artemoff; Lara 
Anderson; Tom Ells; Gary Collins; Kate Willens; James Moody; and Gretchen McPherson.  
Nicholas Custer expressed thanks to Mat. Ann for her diligent work on the gardens. 

b. The Sisterhood suggested that Retreat Expenses be shared by the Sisterhood and the 
Parish. 

c. Matushka Esther Carr brought up the subject of the Jubilee in October and the budget 
needed for that. Projected Expenses would be about $11,000, and Income about $8000 
resulting in a $3,000 expense overall to the Parish.  It was decided to refer this to the 
Parish Council for action.  

d. Motion: Patrick Wilkes moved to accept the 2011 Budget as presented; Paul Burch 
seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.

2012 Annual Report  Page 8



e. Fr. Andrew clarified that Charity Expense and Missions & Evangelism Expenses overlap a 
great deal.  He also clarified the Priest’s compensation package—the take-home salary is 
about $45,000.  The $69,000 number reflects many benefits (insurance; auto expense, etc.).  
Fr. Andrew also pointed out that the Pledge income is quite low.  We should be realizing a 
much larger figure considering we have 113 members.

8. Elections for Parish Council

a. Lew Baer commented about the honor of serving on the Parish Council.  

b. Elections for Auditors—Lydia Nicholson and George Artemoff elected by acclamation.  

c. Choosing Delegates for All American Council in Seattle, Oct. 31-Nov. 4—Nominations 
from the floor for additional representatives.  We get five representatives.  Patrick Wilkes 
was added to the ballot. 

9. Nomination of Lifetime Honorary Membership

a. Each year, the Parish Membership honors a parishioner who is a very active member and 
who works behind the scenes without making much noise.  This year, we name Alla Keyes 
as our Lifetime Honorary Member.  Her connection with the parish goes back to 1936!  
Congratulations to Alla.

10. Parish Needs

a. Mat. Ann:  Sunday Lunches: Lunch Coordinator – Helper for Eleni; Catherine Ostling 
volunteered.  

b. Weekly Hall Set-up Coordinator and an additional team to set-up the hall each week (it 
takes about an hour)  Kate Willens volunteered.  

c. Youth Coordinator (Elementary)—Alexandra Harrison and Juliana Veenis.

d. Youth Coordinator (Middle School)—Tatiana Castillo volunteered (needs help)

e. Church Cleaners—Met. Xenia; Lara Anderson; Herman Vasquez; Kate Willens; Lisa 
Moroz.

f. Charity Committee Coordinator—Paul Burch volunteered. If anyone is interested in 
serving on the Charity Committee, please contact Paul.

g. Librarians—Patrick Wilkes, Adriel and Denise Pellizer; Lara Anderson will help bring 
volunteers up to speed. 

h. Preliminary Discussion on 75th Anniversary Celebration, October 1, 2011.

i. Appointment of committee members to organize celebration—Mat. Esther Carr will be 
seeking volunteers for committees to make this celebration special.  Lew Baer will be 
the Editor for the commemoration booklet; we need to sell ads.  We are seeking photos 
for Powerpoint Presentations during the celebration as well as people to organize them.  
Since our enlarged Parish Hall will be completed, we are planning to have the Jubilee 
here.  There are lots of projects that will require money and people; contact Mat. Esther 
to volunteer.  
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11. Scrip Report

a. Shenina – 2010 has been a very slow year; we need more participation.  The toner and 
battery recycling program has had good results. Shenina will be available on Sundays to 
sign up more participants.

12. Open Forum

a. Fr. Lawrence thanked Fr. Andrew for all his work since he arrived in July as well and for 
chairing the meeting.  Church school teachers are valuable to Parish Life and the Christian 
Life; Fr. Lawrence expressed thanks to them.  Thanks also expressed to Fr. Michael and 
both Frs. John.

b. Patrick Wilkes expressed thanks to Father Lawrence; we love you back!

c. Church Directory—Patrick Wilkes and Genevieve Richardson are organizing the 
production (internal) of a Church Directory.  Cost per family will be about $10. A sliding 
scale for family portraits will be offered.  Please see Patrick with your questions.

d. Tom Ells—pointed out Father Lawrence’s role in the Glendi (as Grounds Coordinator) and 
gave thanks.

e. Lydia Nicholson—Motion:  Parish Council develop a committee to look at the available 
salary guidelines for Priest’s compensation and develop our own. Kate Willens seconded.  
Motion carried.

f. Kate Willens—Expressed thanks for the wisdom and teaching provided to her as a 
catechumen and newly-baptized parishioner.  Kate would like to see an increased 
awareness regarding recycling.

g. Glendi Report—Esther Schau added that we are looking for many volunteers for Glendi.  
Meetings will commence after Pascha.

h. Alexandra Harrison—thanks to the Parish for all the support she has received over the past 
year.

13. Report of Elections for Parish Council:

a. Lew Baer; Preston Booker; Debbie Buse; Sergei Moroz and Denise Pellizzer; 

b. Alternates:  Gary Collins and Ole Kern. 

c. All American Council Delegates—Mat. Ann Margitich; Petar Griovski; Eugenia Griovski; 
Genevieve Richardson and Barbara Owens.  One of the Griovskis will be an alternate.

14. Adjournment

a. Following a motion to adjourn by Subdeacon Marc that was seconded by Ole Kern and 
passed, the meeting was adjourned at 2:45 p.m. with the singing of “It is Truly Meet” and 
the Troparion of the Protection of the Holy Virgin. 
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RECTOR’S REPORT TO THE 2012 ANNUAL MEETING

Dear Very Reverend Fathers, Reverend Deacons, Brothers and Sisters,

	
 2011 was a remarkable year in the life of our Parish. We rejoiced with the newly baptized 
and illumined; and we grieved at the falling asleep in the Lord of beloved members of His Body. 
During the year our parish also grew, not only with the newly baptized, but with wonderful 
Orthodox Christians moving into the area. A few of our members moved away. 
	
 We survived (in so many ways) without the Glendi festival this year. Any normal year we 
have Glendi to keep us very busy during August and September. Not during 2011. Strangely 
enough, many of us were busier than ever doing other things here at church! 
	
 We watched as the old hall, built in 1970, was torn down to the foundations and a new 
and larger hall was created, along with a first-class storage barn. New septic lines and water lines 
replaced the old cracked pipes, septic tanks were moved to make room for the yard, PG&E came 
in to install new electrical lines for the new equipment in the hall, and at the end of the project, 
landscaping transformed our hard-pack ground into a beautiful lawn and garden. It only takes a 
couple of sentences to describe what construction was done—however, let’s think about the fact 
that during the entire year of 2011 members of our Parish Council were working hard on 
financing the construction, on the permitting process, on kitchen design, on lighting and 
electrical, on countless areas, and spending time meeting with our members describing the scope 
of the work. This was in addition to all the many aspects of maintenance and repair that goes on 
around here year round (solar panels, fountain, sprinklers, lighting, and so forth). 
	
 The new hall has a new kitchen, and for that kitchen—which many of our women and 
men spent long hours discussing—we have new appliances, new plates, cups and flatware to 
replace all the plastic and paper we had been using. We are mindful of proper recycling and use 
of our resources. We are also planning for the new hall to have a sound and video system for use 
at receptions, catechisms, and lectures. 
	
 This year, like last, Gabriel Griovski organized a picking of the vineyard, crushing and 
storing of the wine. Soon, last year’s wine will be bottled and we will figure out what to do with 
it…We thank Gabe for his efforts and considerable contributions in managing the vineyard. 
	
 During 2011 we saw new frescos painted, acquired new priestly vestments, a gorgeous 
chalice cover for the bishop and fixed the various little water leaks that appear (not in the dome, 
thank God) here and there. 
	
 Very few parishes, that I know of, have three priests and two deacons assigned to them 
other than the rector, and if they do, the priests are usually not in a position to be active and 
involved, and the deacons are part-timers, coming and going independent of the Church life. I 
thank God everyday for the Fathers, Mothers, Deacons and Diakonissas in Christ that He has 
given us here. Father Michael and Matushka Eleanor, Father John and Matushka Catherine, 
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Father John and Matushka Xenia, Deacon Jeremiah and Diakonissa Katherine, Deacon Nicholas 
and Diakonissa Esther. Let us stand and give glory to God for giving us such dedicated Orthodox 
Christians! During 2011 the parish was greatly honored with the elevation to Archpriest—by the 
Holy Synod of the Orthodox Church in America— of both Father John Ramos and Father John 
Schettig. Axios! Both men have proved themselves faithful, devoted, loving, pious and self-
sacrificing pastors as have their dear wives, Matushka Catherine and Matushka Xenia, and we 
honor them. The parish was so well served also during 2011, in so many ways, by Father Andrew 
Cuneo and Matushka Elizabeth, who are now in the San Diego area. Both were trusted co-
workers with me in many aspects of pastoral and parish work, and it is impossible to summarize 
the positive impact they made on our lives. We dearly miss them.
	
 It should also be noted how impoverished parish life would be without the contributions 
of Matushka Ann, our Pastor Emeritus Archpriest Michael and Matushka Eleanor, and my dear 
children, Justin, Amelia, Alexander and Lydia. I thank them and rejoice in them. 
	
 During all the activity, all the labors, all the Church Services and events in the parish, the 
Council, the Sisterhood, the Choir and the parish members in general, gave of themselves 
without restriction. If all our Orthodox churches had parish council members, a Starosta, a Choir 
Director, a Sisterhood, a Parish Secretary and parishioners as we have here at the Protection of 
the Virgin/Saint Seraphim Parish, every priest would sleep more soundly.
	
 I want to express, on behalf of my family, thanks to our Council Members for being such 
conscientious stewards of God’s household. I wish to thank Serge Anderson and his entire family 
for their high standard of service—it’s a model for good leadership. My gratitude to Petar 
Griovski, our treasurer (we also thank Bobbi and Gabriel Griovski) for his long and honorable 
commitment to the Church, and his skilled work to insure our financial stability, and to Alla 
Keyes, for keeping everything straight for him and for me.
	
 The Liturgical services were celebrated throughout the year as prescribed by the 
Tradition. This is a great achievement and not just something by-the-by. Our Choir Master 
Nicolas is a unique man, incredibly talented and knowledgeable about the faith, the services and 
the scriptures, and so he is able to manage all the church services flawlessly. May God grant him 
many years. I also thank his assistant, Reader Justin Margitich, for always being available, for 
his extremely beautiful singing, and the marvelous conducting he does when Nicolas is not here. 
Many Years. Church services can’t begin until the church is clean, the lamps trimmed, filled and 
lit, readings are prepared, etc. For this work we thank our Sacristan, Nilus Veenis, and his wife 
for her support. 
	
 What services were done? Vespers or Vigil on Saturday evenings, the Hours and Divine 
Liturgy on the Lord’s Day; Vigil and Divine Liturgy for all the Great Feasts, and for very many 
other saint days and other occasions; Wednesday evening Vespers; Thursday evening Akathist to 
St Seraphim; the heavy Lenten cycle, with Daily Matins each morning; a full and solemn Holy 
Week with daily Bridegroom Matins and Presanctified Liturgies, and a joyful Pascha and Bright 
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Week; during the Paschal Season there were many weekday Services; baptism, chrismations, 
weddings, funerals, panikhidas and moliebens were served in abundance. 

To begin 2011 we celebrated the Feast of the Repose of St. Seraphim on January 2, with His 
Grace Bishop Benjamin. Again, we commemorated our Patron Saint, with Vigil and Liturgy on 
July 18 and 19. Our Bishop and many visiting clergy came to share in the joy of the day.
	
 Finally, regarding Church Services and Parish Feast, we must remember the now-
renowned  Seventy-Fifth Anniversary of the Parish with the Feast of the Protection of the Holy 
Virgin on October 1. His Grace came, as did our very special guest speaker, author and teacher 
Father Thomas Hopko. The Vigil was served on the eve of the feast, with very many clergy and 
faithful in attendance. At the Liturgy the next morning there were sixteen priests serving in the 
Altar, seven deacons, hosts of servers, a forty-voiced choir expertly, solemnly and piously led by 
Choir Master Nicolas Custer (the name “Master” is not just an honorific, but a description of his 
skill and talent), and over two-hundred fifty people were in Church for the Liturgy and 
procession to our humble church of the Protection, founded in 1936. All gathered for a 
spectacular meal organized by the master of such things, Matushka Esther Carr, the wonderful 
Parish Sisterhood, with many, many serving volunteers. After the meal a concert of gorgeous 
Renaissance polyphony was offered by “Carmina Chromatica” led by Nicolas Custer, in honor of 
the Feast of the Protection. 
	
 Photos of the Liturgy and the banquet can be viewed at the Parish website, and the 
sermon and banquet address by Father Thomas can be heard there as well. Without doubt in my 
mind, the 75th Anniversary was celebrated in all respects with the honor, solemnity, joy and 
fullness that it deserved. Well done to all! May the Lord bless each one of you, and the 
Theotokos offer each a gift of her love and protection to you. 
	
 Why, in my final remarks,  am I reviewing the feast day for you? In order that by 
remembering the joy of the Feast, the Liturgy, the Molieben, the fellowship at the meal, the 
sermon and talks, and that we have been here for seventy-five years, we may be stirred up to 
more good works to glorify God, serve our neighbors, and as the prayer before the Gospel says, 
to “pursue a spiritual way of life, both considering and doing all things which are well-pleasing 
unto” God. Our Parish is seventy-five years old, which means that there is great responsibility on 
us, as a mature parish, to show spiritual fruits and not to rest on past accomplishments, whether 
our own or those of a previous generation. This particular “household of faith” —meaning, the 
Church in Santa Rosa on Mountain View Avenue—has done wonderful things in the past, and is 
now mature enough, at seventy-five, for even greater fruits of repentance. Not only do we each 
bear “our cross” in faithfulness to the Lord, but we also bear a cross together as a parish. There 
are great implications in this bearing of the cross. 
	
 Let our families remain holy families, centered around prayer, worship, services, the 
scriptures and love. In such a way families will produce saintly and God-loving children. They in 
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turn will follow the way of life that they have been given. In this society, at this time in history, 
when the faith is under great assault, this is a great and awesome work, and deserves praise. Such 
families will be able to provide women and men to our monasteries, to study in our seminaries, 
to be teachers, theologians (male or female), priests and wives of priests, deacons and wives of 
deacons, church singers, iconographers, as well as good and faithful servants of the Church who 
go to work, love the Lord, sacrifice for their families and strive to hear and do God’s will each 
day. 
	
 The single men and women in our parish who are not called to the monastic life (perhaps 
some are called) play a very important role here and we should recognize this fact: not least is 
their struggle for sexual chastity—in a society that exalts sexual immorality as something great 
to attain—which will bring them holiness. Their support for one another and the parish in the 
bond of love of and in Jesus Christ and the mutual understanding between them, makes the 
parish stronger. Saint Paul said this: “… brethren, the appointed time has grown very short…for 
the form of this world is passing away. I want you to be free from anxieties. The unmarried man 
is anxious about the affairs of the Lord, how to please the Lord.” (from 1 Cor. 7). In what way, 
other than living the Gospel life (which may be enough, in the end) can our unmarried members 
please the Lord as members of the parish?
	
 Our single men and women might consider forming spiritual brotherhoods and 
sisterhoods which will provide service to the Church and the world, such as missionary and 
charitable works here in our city or elsewhere. They can help organize spiritual talks and 
seminars. They can help teach our young members about history, art, poetry, music and literature, 
as well as other skills such as gardening, vineyard tending, drawing, plastering, and so on. In 
these humble ways the light of the Christian faith will illumine the worldly darkness and 
immorality that is forced upon us and our children. If we do not teach, then the world will; and 
the world has a catechism, organized by the devil that operates 24/7, as my friend Fr. Josiah 
Trenham says, and is extremely sophisticated in its message, media and promoters. 
	
 Fathers, mothers, brothers, and sisters, Very Reverend Fathers, Deacons, and faithful, 
children all, before our Father in Heaven: we have been given seventy-five years of history, 
which consists of the evangelical labor of many priests, faithful men, women and children. We 
must now produce the fruit that is commensurate with the gift we have been given. His Grace, 
Bishop Benjamin has given us a good example in his holy episcopacy, and we thank him for that, 
and ask God to support and strengthen him each day. For it is by his leadership and prayers that 
we have as much as we do here, make no mistake. 
	
 With his prayers and example “…let us not grow weary in well-doing, for in due season 
we shall reap, if we do not lose heart.” (Galatians 6:9). I end my remarks with St. Peter’s 
admonition: “The end of all things is at hand; therefore keep sane and sober for your prayers. 
Above all hold unfailing your love for one another, since love covers a multitude of sins. Practice 
hospitality ungrudgingly to one another. As each has received a gift, employ it for one another, as 
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good stewards of God's varied grace: whoever speaks, as one who utters oracles of God; 
whoever renders service, as one who renders it by the strength which God supplies; in order that 
in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To him belong glory and dominion for 
ever and ever. Amen” (1 Peter 4).

Below are some statistics and information regarding Holy Mysteries in 2011: 

Baptisms and/or Chrismations in 2011: 	
 16 (last year 11)
• Edward Patrick O’Brien	
 January 9, 2011
• Katharine Willens	
 January 9, 2011
• Kira van Hall	
 January 9, 2011
• Raquel Dechant	
 January 29, 2011
• Aiden Nicholas Iancu	
 February 6, 2011
• Abigal Luna Smith	
 March 19, 2011
• Ryan Panteleimon Duval	
 April 16, 2011
• Demetrios Desmond Myles	
 April 23, 2011
• Nicole Myles	
 April 23, 2011
• Andrew Frederick Myles	
 April 23, 2011
• Basil Jeffery Scarborough	
 April 23, 2011
• Magdalene Ariel Scarborough	
 April 23, 2011
• Gabriel Jupiter Scarborough	
 April 23, 2011
• Ella Marcellina Brodeur	
 May 7, 2011
• Helen Berhane Yemane	
 July 17, 2011
• Charles Sergius Fleshman	
 September 11, 2011
• Carl Jacob Basch	
 November 13, 2011

Marriages in 2011: 1 (2 last year)
• C. Rudge / Darria Kosich	
 October 9, 2011

Funerals in 2011
• Natalie Hansen	
 January 8, 2011
• Barbara McMillian	
 January 14, 2011
• Evelyn Pashnin	
 April 13, 2011
• Theodore Fred Labankoff	
 August 5, 2011
• German Edvin Larsky	
 December 27, 2011
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Catechumens as of January 1, 2012: 10 (2 children)
Edwin Fauble, George Barsi, Rosalyn Andronico, Sean and Vipassna Esbjorn-Hargens and their 
children Tatiana and Athena, Prisca Karen Roselle, Katherine Hubbard, Beth Kelley 

Notable accomplishments and events during 2011:
• Fresco work: Fresco of Pentecost, St. Mary of Egypt being given Holy Communion by St. 

Zosimas, and the Holy Trinity
• Planning, permitting, and construction of the enlarged Parish Hall, the storage building, and 

landscaping
• 75th Anniversary celebration. Nicolas Custer organized and directed a forty-voiced choir of 

singers from the Bay Area; composed and sang new music for the feast
• Consistent giving for charitable needs from parishioners for the needy, over $25,000 dispersed
• Choir Director Cottage completely renovated
• New children’s play equipment purchased and installed
• New parish website went online. Weekly homilies, announcements, photos, links and articles 

are updated regularly
• Began Tuesday night lectures by Deacon Jeremiah on Christian doctrine, the Councils and 

history in Rohnert Park; followed by series on Orthodoxy and Protestantism by Deacon 
Nicholas Carr

• Women’s Reading Group formed by Matushka Elizabeth Cuneo meeting monthly
• Reader Vincent Rossi gave a series of four lectures on Prayer of the Heart

In the past year I was involved in some extra-parish activities:
• Selecting and arranging liturgical music for the All-American Council in Seattle. I also directed 

the large choir at two of the Liturgies there
• Attended regular Diocesan Council (Bishop’s Council) Meetings in San Francisco
• Was re-elected to the Diocesan Council at the All American Council for another term
• Served as a member of the Diocesan Missions Deanery Board of Directors, and participated in 

the annual retreat in Portland, OR.
• Provided liturgical music settings for parish choirs 
• Gave two talks at the Monastery in Calistoga on the Holy Land and Istanbul
• Participated as clergy staff at St Eugene’s Summer Camp
• Served as confessor to the nuns in Calistoga
• Participated in Santa Rosa hospital chaplaincy Hospice seminar and occasional chaplain 

meetings at Memorial Hospital
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• Held the Lenten Liturgical Retreat on the Fifth Thursday (Matins with the Canon of St. 
Andrew / Life of St. Mary of Egypt & Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts)

• Parish Retreat on “Caring for God’s Gifts” with Father John Dresko
• Weekly or bi-monthly Catechism Classes
• Weekly Church School during school year
• Background checks conducted on all teachers and church school assistance, as mandated by the 

Diocese and the Central Administration of the OCA 
• Vineyard: grapes picked by Gabe Griovski, crushed and prepared for bottling. A milestone.
• Liturgy and chapel decorations arranged for the Fort Ross July 4th Pilgrimage

Miscellaneous Rector’s Activities in addition to regular pastoral duties
• Attended the All American Council
• Continued work on Diocesan Council (Bishop’s Council) and Missions Board
• Continued work for Diocese as Director of the Department of Liturgical Music
• Served on the board of the Department of Liturgical Music for the OCA 
• Served as confessor for Nuns at Holy Assumption Monastery, in Calistoga
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INCOME AND EXPENSES DURING 2011

Jan - Dec 11 Budget % of Budget

 Income/Expense Income/Expense Income/Expense Income/Expense

IncomeIncome

75th Anniver: Charity/tickets for guests75th Anniver: Charity/tickets for guests 1,830.00

75th Anniversary Income75th Anniversary Income 6,998.75

Building Fund IncomeBuilding Fund Income

Donations to Blding Fund 68,192.95 80,000.00 85.24%

Glendi-Sisterhood 0.00 25,000.00 0.0%

Grounds Keeping Donations 1,065.00

Interest on Checking account 929.66 950.00 97.86%

Chase Bank Loan 400,384.75

Parishoner Loan 50,000.00

Margaret Sakovich Mem Trust 1,087.93 650.00 167.37%

Total Building Fund IncomeTotal Building Fund Income 521,660.29 106,600.00 489.36%

Candles IncomeCandles Income 15,085.00 16,000.00 94.28%

Cell Phone ReimbursementCell Phone Reimbursement 1,943.83 1,300.00 149.53%

Charity Rec'dCharity Rec'd 33,792.33 23,000.00 146.92%

Church School offeringsChurch School offerings 136.00 1,200.00 11.33%

Designated OfferingsDesignated Offerings 6,650.00

General OfferingGeneral Offering 12,509.60

Hall / Duplex & Cottage RentalsHall / Duplex & Cottage Rentals 13,010.00 22,000.00 59.14%

Icon Fund IncomeIcon Fund Income

Dome Pantocrator 1,328.00

DONE-Elizabeth Gd-duch. fresco 800.00

DONE-Holy Trinity Fresco 2,010.00

DONE-St. Catherine fresco 3,500.00

DONE-St. Columba Fresco 800.00

DONE-St. Esther Fresco income 1,050.00

DONE-St. Maximos Fresco 1,000.00

DONE-Sunday of Orthodoxy panel 100.00

Hall Porch Icon 2,500.00

Nativity Theotokos fresco 406.00

Sacrifice of Isaac 445.00

St. Tatiana fresco 3,000.00

Theophany Feast Day Icon 400.00

Icon Fund Income - Other 0.00 20,000.00 0.0%

Total Icon Fund IncomeTotal Icon Fund Income 17,339.00 20,000.00 86.7%

Misc. ReceivedMisc. Received 38.00

Missions & EvangelismMissions & Evangelism 521.00 1,500.00 34.73%
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Pass-Thru IncomePass-Thru Income 150.00

Plate Offerings/AnonymousPlate Offerings/Anonymous 11,086.88 15,000.00 73.91%

ProsphoraProsphora 2,795.00 3,000.00 93.17%

Seminary AssistanceSeminary Assistance 681.00 2,000.00 34.05%

Special Appeals IncomeSpecial Appeals Income

Christmas appeal income 7,867.00 8,000.00 98.34%

Missions Income 240.00

Pascha appeal income 7,997.00 9,000.00 88.86%

Total Special Appeals IncomeTotal Special Appeals Income 16,104.00 17,000.00 94.73%

Special DonationsSpecial Donations 0.00 25,000.00 0.0%

Statement AdjStatement Adj 249.00

Sunday LunchesSunday Lunches 9,787.50 15,000.00 65.25%

TithesTithes 117,533.50 95,000.00 123.72%

Total IncomeTotal IncomeTotal Income 789,900.68 363,600.00 217.24%

Gross TotalGross TotalGross Total 789,900.68 363,600.00 217.24%

ExpenseExpense

75th Anniversary Expenses75th Anniversary Expenses 10,251.78

AdvertisementAdvertisement

Press Democrat 676.00

Advertisement - Other 0.00 800.00 0.0%

Total AdvertisementTotal Advertisement 676.00 800.00 84.5%

Altar NeedsAltar Needs 1,438.43 3,000.00 47.95%

Bank ExpensesBank Expenses 197.00 200.00 98.5%

Building Fund ExpensesBuilding Fund Expenses

Architectural Services 2,829.46

Bank Loan - New 13,360.76 28,100.00 47.55%

Construction Expenses 514.75

Contractor 18,629.26

Repairs & Improvements 2,311.62 11,000.00 21.02%

Russian Home of Mercy 2 27,624.87 33,500.00 82.46%

Building Fund Expenses - Other 3,340.19

Total Building Fund ExpensesTotal Building Fund Expenses 68,610.91 72,600.00 94.51%

Candle ExpensesCandle Expenses 8,942.04 12,000.00 74.52%

Charity ExpenseCharity Expense 32,659.29 23,000.00 142.0%

Choir DirectorChoir Director 13,200.00 13,200.00 100.0%

Designated GiftsDesignated Gifts 4,605.00

Diocesan Assembly ExpensesDiocesan Assembly Expenses 0.00 1,000.00 0.0%

Diocese of the WestDiocese of the West

Diocesan Dues 19,620.90
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Stewards of the West 600.00

Diocese of the West - Other 0.00 15,000.00 0.0%

Total Diocese of the WestTotal Diocese of the West 20,220.90 15,000.00 134.81%

EducationEducation

Adult Classes 475.82 750.00 63.44%

Church School 265.80

Pamphlets 268.16 300.00 89.39%

Retreat Expenses 530.00 500.00 106.0%

Youth Group Expenses 0.00 500.00 0.0%

Total EducationTotal Education 1,539.78 2,050.00 75.11%

GarbageGarbage 3,991.62 4,000.00 99.79%

Government CostsGovernment Costs

County Taxes 2,775.21

Permits 420.00

State fees and taxes 147.00

Government Costs - Other 20.00 930.00 2.15%

Total Government CostsTotal Government Costs 3,362.21 930.00 361.53%

Icon Fund ExpenseIcon Fund Expense

DONE-Holy Trinity Fresco 4,000.00

DONE-Pentecost Fresco 14,296.73

DONE-St. Andrew Crete icon 800.00

DONE-Triumph of Orthodoxy Panel 1,500.00

DONE-Zosimas/Mary of Egypt 7,000.00

Icon Fund Expense - Other 0.00 30,000.00 0.0%

Total Icon Fund ExpenseTotal Icon Fund Expense 27,596.73 30,000.00 91.99%

InsuranceInsurance

Property 67.87 4,748.00 1.43%

Worker's Compensation 967.73 940.00 102.95%

Insurance - Other 4,747.00

Total InsuranceTotal Insurance 5,782.60 5,688.00 101.66%

Miscellaneous ExpenseMiscellaneous Expense 950.00 1,500.00 63.33%

Mission and EvangelismMission and Evangelism 800.00 800.00 100.0%

OCAOCA

Appeals, Missions 508.00

Fair Share 11,595.30 12,500.00 92.76%

Miscellaneous 1,221.00

Total OCATotal OCA 13,324.30 12,500.00 106.59%
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Office expensesOffice expenses

Copy Machine 3,361.54 2,100.00 160.07%

General Supplies 1,588.84 2,100.00 75.66%

Parish on-line software 275.00

Parish Website 1,000.00 500.00 200.0%

Petty Cash Expense 1,800.00 1,500.00 120.0%

Postage 469.85 600.00 78.31%

Printing and Copying 196.04

Office expenses - Other 473.98 1,000.00 47.4%

Total Office expensesTotal Office expenses 9,165.25 7,800.00 117.5%

Pass Thru "Expense"Pass Thru "Expense" 150.00

PG&EPG&E 8,247.60 8,000.00 103.1%

PhonesPhones

Cell 2,726.83

Fax and Hall Phone 302.93

Office 1,407.37

Phones - Other 0.00 3,500.00 0.0%

Total PhonesTotal Phones 4,437.13 3,500.00 126.78%

PriestPriest

Car Allowance 2,958.99

Compensation 42,144.77

Medica/Life Insurance 17,317.76

Retirement Payment 6,906.72

Priest - Other 83.00 69,326.00 0.12%

Total PriestTotal Priest 69,411.24 69,326.00 100.12%

Property MaintenanceProperty Maintenance

Facilities maint and repairs 4,948.08 35,000.00 14.14%

Grounds Keeping Services 10,835.90

Purchases 3,001.53

Property Maintenance - Other 0.00 12,850.00 0.0%

Total Property MaintenanceTotal Property Maintenance 18,785.51 47,850.00 39.26%

Prosphora ExpenseProsphora Expense 0.00 536.00 0.0%

Second PriestSecond Priest 7,200.00 7,200.00 100.0%

SecretarySecretary 7,200.00 7,200.00 100.0%
Special Appeals ExpenseSpecial Appeals Expense

Christmas Appeal Expense 414.61 500.00 82.92%

Paschal Appeal Expense 275.88

Total Special Appeals ExpenseTotal Special Appeals Expense 690.49 500.00 138.1%

Stewardship MaterialsStewardship Materials 153.18
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Sunday Lunch ExpenseSunday Lunch Expense

Hall Cleaning 3,876.00 6,720.00 57.68%

Kitchen Supplies 4,028.20 5,500.00 73.24%

Sunday Lunch Expense - Other 195.99

Total Sunday Lunch ExpenseTotal Sunday Lunch Expense 8,100.19 12,220.00 66.29%

To Sisterhood (Clergy Gifts)To Sisterhood (Clergy Gifts) 1,200.00 1,200.00 100.0%
Travel ExpensesTravel Expenses

All American Council Expenses 1,115.90

Travel Expenses - Other 241.00

Total Travel ExpensesTotal Travel Expenses 1,356.90

Total ExpenseTotal ExpenseTotal Expense 354,246.08 363,600.00 97.43%

Net  IncomeNet  IncomeNet  Income 435,654.60 0.00 100.0%

Other Income/ExpenseOther Income/ExpenseOther Income/ExpenseOther Income/ExpenseOther Income/Expense
Other IncomeOther IncomeOther Income

Donation - Storage & HallDonation - Storage & HallDonation - Storage & Hall 84,467.10
Total Other IncomeTotal Other IncomeTotal Other IncomeTotal Other Income 84,467.10

Other ExpenseOther ExpenseOther ExpenseOther Expense

Storage & Hall ExtensionStorage & Hall ExtensionStorage & Hall Extension 875,890.72

Total Other ExpenseTotal Other ExpenseTotal Other ExpenseTotal Other Expense 875,890.72

Net Other IncomeNet Other IncomeNet Other IncomeNet Other Income -791,423.62

Net IncomeNet IncomeNet Income -355,769.02 0.00 100.0%

HALL EXTENSION EXPENSES
Total costs: includes construction of the Hall and Storage building, replacing septic, water and 
new electrical service, landscaping, trees, new play equipment, as well as all architectural and 
permitting fees, etc.: $993,341.19

This total is for the period of 8/1/2010 until 1/15/2012

Reports and accounting information are available. Please see Petar Griovski, Parish Treasurer for 
more information. 
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Proposed Budget for 2012 / General Fund !
!
Income! !
	
 !
Tithes .............................................................! $130,000.00
Candles ............................................................! $16,000.00
Charity .............................................................! $20,000.00
Plate Offerings ..................................................! $12,000.00
Church School........................................................! $500.00
Designated Gifts..................................................! $7,000.00
Hall Rentals ........................................................! $2,500.00
Duplex Rentals .................................................! $20,000.00
Pass Through .........................................................! $200.00
Prosphora............................................................! $3,000.00
Christmas ...........................................................! $8,000.00
Pascha ................................................................! $8,000.00
Sunday Lunches ................................................! $15,000.00
Cell Phone Reimbursement ..................................! $1,500.00
Missions & Evangelism .......................................! $1,000.00
	

	
 $244,700.00

	
 !
Expenses! !
	
 !
Altar Needs.........................................................! $3,000.00
Bank Expense ........................................................! $200.00
Candles ............................................................! $10,000.00
Charity .............................................................! $20,000.00
Choir Director ...................................................! $13,200.00
Diocesan Assembly .............................................! $1,000.00
Assessments Diocese .........................................! $20,000.00
OCA Fair Share.................................................! $12,000.00
Stewards of the West...............................................! $500.00
Adult Classes .........................................................! $500.00
Church School........................................................! $300.00
Youth Group ..........................................................! $500.00
Pamphlets ..............................................................! $300.00
Permits ..................................................................! $500.00
Property Taxes ....................................................! $3,000.00
Property Insurance (2 years) .................................! $7,000.00
Workers’ Comp ...................................................! $1,000.00
Misc. Expenses ......................................................! $800.00
Missions ................................................................! $300.00
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! Office Expense! !
! Phones, Cell .................................................! $3,000.00
! ($900 paid by Church, balance by Fr. L)
! Phones, Office ..............................................! $1,500.00
! General Supplies ..........................................! $1,500.00
! Website/includes web-based data.......................! $500.00
! Petty Cash....................................................! $1,800.00
! Copy Machine ..............................................! $2,500.00

Property Repairs/Maintenance ..............................! $6,000.00
Grounds Maintenance ........................................! $12,000.00
Grounds, Purchases .............................................! $3,000.00
Prosphora Expenses ................................................! $500.00

! Priest Package
! .....................................................................Salary	
 $47,400	

	
 	
 (Pension/Individual contribution paid from salary)

...............................	
 Pension, Parish Contribution	
 $3564.00
........................................	
 Health/Life Insurance	
 $17,225.00

.....................................................	
 Car Allowance	
 $3,000.00
 Total ...........................! $71,189.00

Second Priest ......................................................! $8,400.00
Secretary ............................................................! $7,200.00
Special Appeals ......................................................! $600.00
Hall Cleaning ......................................................! $9,620.00
Kitchen Supplies .................................................! $6,000.00
To Sisterhood Gifts..............................................! $1,200.00
Travel Expense, Other..........................................! $1,000.00
P G & E..............................................................! $9,000.00
Garbage..............................................................! $4,000.00

! $244,609.00
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Proposed Budget for 2012  / Building Fund!
	
 ! !
Expenses! ! !
Parishioner! $6,601.15
Chase Bank! $40,082.28
Russian Home of Mercy! $33,149.88
Icons! $26,500.00
	
 $106,333.31! !
	
 ! !
Repairs! $20,000.00
	
 $126,333.31! !
	
 ! !
	
 ! !
	
 ! !
Income! ! !
Tithes! $75,000.00
Glendi/Sisterhood! $25,000.00! !
Interest on accounts! $800.00!
M. Sakovich Memorial Trust! $950.00! !
Icons! $25,000.00! !
	
 $126,750.00!
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REPORT OF THE SISTERHOOD 
To the 2012 Annual Meeting

While 2011 was an eventful year in the Parish, marked by the 75th Jubilee and the expansion of 
the hall and storage buildings, it was a rather quiet year for the Sisterhood.  The year began with 
a January piroshki fundraiser, led by Bobbi Griovski.  Bobbi’s organization and leadership of 
these events helps make them one of the most profitable of the Sisterhood’s fundraisers.  This 
was to be the only fundraiser of the year, however, due to the hall renovations.  January ended 
with a vote to give a donation to Catholic Charities in support of two local families. 

The focus of late winter and early spring was on logistics around the building project. The 
Sisterhood voted to invest in Corelle dishes and ceramic cups to replace the old china. A special 
thanks goes to Bobbi Griovski and Esther Schau who did extensive research on this purchase.  
As in years past, the Sisterhood coordinated the Holy Saturday refreshments and the dyeing of 
eggs for Pascha.

The joy of Pascha brought new focus for the Sisterhood.  The kitchen was packed up and the 
items put into storage to await their new home.  Now, with no hall for Agape meals and other 
events and no headquarters for fundraising, the Sisterhood turned its focus to sustaining 
fellowship on Sundays.  Eleni Rose continued to recruit volunteers and the Agape meals became 
a light offering of coffee and baked goods in the courtyard.  Gabe Griovski kept the coffee 
brewing for the duration of the construction project, and cleaned up afterwards, putting away 
tables and taking out the trash.  Thank goodness for Gabe!

As the days grew longer, the focus of our efforts turned toward preparations for the 75th Jubilee.  
The Sisterhood prepared a coffee and lemonade reception for the guests as well as helping out 
with ticket taking and coffee after the meal.  During the height of the summer, we enjoyed 
honoring Fr. Lawrence with a meal in the garden on his name day and purchasing a new 
vestment for Fr. John.

Next, the Sisterhood decided to explore alternatives to fundraisers.  We sponsored a fall retreat 
given by Fr. John Dresko who spoke about the pitfalls of fundraising and the blessings of tithing.  
This talk was very informative and inspiring.

The year came to a close with great excitement as we prepared to move back into our beautiful 
new hall and storage facilities.  There is much work that awaits us, but it is clear that our parish 
is full of dedicated individuals who give of their time and care.  
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During this year of change, our dear friend Xenia Pribyl stepped down as Sisterhood president.  
We thank her for all of the hard work that she gave to the Sisterhood in support of our parish.  
Cathy Veenis took full command of the treasurer’s duties this year and Juliana Veenis became the 
secretary.  Their willingness to serve and overall competence helped support the sisterhood 
during this year of transition.  Sincere thanks also goes to Barbara Owens who continues to share 
her wisdom and leadership with the Sisterhood.

— respectfully submitted by Lisa Moroz, acting Sisterhood president
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SISTERHOOD FINANCIAL REPORT FOR 2011
TO THE 2012 ANNUAL MEETING

Income and special expenses Revenue Expense Net
Banking costs (income = savings xfer + 
bank adjustments)

$2,012.60 $4,000.00 -$1,987.40

Blini/Blini Bake Sale $975.05 $265.81 $709.24
Charity (Annual 10% + Mother's Day gifts) $1,800.00 -$1,800.00
Christmas Bazaar/Bake sale/Pilmeni
Clergy gifts: income from Council 50% 
includes cards

$1,200.00 $2,803.97 -$1,603.97

Feast meals $280.55 -$280.55
Flowers: Church, Funerals, Birthdays $506.00 $947.61 -$441.61
Funeral meals $1,000.00 $415.94 $584.06
Other Income (Hall Dish Don)/Expenses 
(Bday Cake/Jub. Donation)
Other Income (Hall Dish Don)/Expenses 
(Bday Cake/Jub. Donation)

$128.00 $177.99 -$49.99

Liturgical Vestments - income is transfer 
from Savings

$500.00 -$500.00

Pascha Cheese and Kulich/ Eggs
Pelmeni (outside Bazaar)
Piroshki $2,435.00 $241.43 $2,193.57
St. Eugene's Camp - 2 children
Travel/Honorarium/Food for Retreat(s) $639.40 -$639.40

     Totals $8,256.65 $12,072.70 -$3,816.05

Startup Money-Blini/Bazaar - not real 
income or expense

$200.00 $200.00

To match Details sheet $8,456.65 $12,272.70

2011 Beginning Checking Balance 4,330.75
Total Income $8,256.65

Total Expenses $12,054.72

Current Balance / Westamerica checking balanceCurrent Balance / Westamerica checking balanceCurrent Balance / Westamerica checking balance $514.70

Balance- First Community Bank / Savings Account balanceBalance- First Community Bank / Savings Account balanceBalance- First Community Bank / Savings Account balance $7,774.22
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SCRIP REPORT FOR THE 2012 ANNUAL MEETING
Prepared by Shenina
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DESCRIPTION

Savings account

eScrip 
contributions

Recycling 
contributions

Community 
Smart

Outstanding 
scrip gift cards                                              

TOTAL PROFIT

             2009

        

        $ 1,628.99

        
        $    463.25

        
        $      81.75

        
        $      47.43

           
        $    280.00

        $    592.43

       2010 

  $ 1,573.57

  $    252.21
 

  $      51.27

  $      58.86

  $    480.00

  $     362.34

     2011

$ 2,720.52

$    703.09

$      45.26

$            .0

$    435.00  

$     748.35                                                                    



GLENDI COMMITTEE REPORT

For the 2012 Annual Meeting

History: Planning for Glendi 2011 began in May, but by July it was determined that construction 
of the hall and storage facility would not be completed in time to allow for sufficient food 
preparation and baking.

In addition, there would be insufficient festival site space to hold the event. Based on these 
circumstances, the Parish Council decided to cancel the 2011 Glendi and regroup for 2012.

Financial Summary: The balance in the Glendi account on 12/27/2011 is $5,704.40. This amount 
is below the amount usually available for pre-event expenses. This is due to the fact that the 
Glendi Fund advanced $3,311.01 in October to cover the cost of our new dishes. We are asking 
parishioners to sponsor the cost of one or more place settings of these dishes by donating $20/
place setting. As funds are raised, the Glendi Fund will be replenished up to the full amount 
advanced. When these funds are replaced, there will be a little over $9,000 seed money for 
Glendi 2012. You will recall that each year 10% of the Glendi net income is given to charity. 
This year the Parish Council approved a motion to disburse $2,700 from Glendi 2010, divided 
evenly to the following: Redwood Gospel Mission, the Living Room and Holy Assumption 
Monastery in Calistoga (see Parish Council Minutes, November 18, 2010).

	
 	
 	
 	
 Esther Schau and Barbara Owens, Glendi Co-Chairs
	
 	
 	
 	
 Bobbi Griovski, Glendi Finance Chair
	
 	
 	
 	
 Fr. Lawrence, set-up chairman
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SAINT SERAPHIM BOOKSTORE
Annual Report to the 2012 Annual Meeting
Submitted by: Bonnie Alexander & Lew Baer

Mission Statement: To serve the parish of the Protection of the Holy Virgin Church, by selling 
Orthodox reading material and gifts, and donating all profits to charity.

Managers: Lew Baer and Bonnie Alexander

Retail Staff: James Hood, Gretchen McPherson, Dana Ames and Bonnie Alexander. 

Accounting: 
.........Opening Balance: 	
 $4,062.34 
..........Closing Balance: 	
 $6,083.79	
  

..................Net Income: 	
 $2,021.45 
....Year-End Donations: 	
 $2,000.00 (Donation to the Monastery in Calistoga)

Staffing: Retail staff scheduling is done via e-mail. The four retail volunteers rotate, each 
working about one Sunday a month. One or two more volunteers would be helpful.

Lew Baer and Bonnie Alexander have been sharing the managerial responsibilities for the past 
year. Lew oversees the ordering, marketing and physical aspects of the bookstore while Bonnie 
takes care of the finances and scheduling. 

We obtained our State of California sales tax certificate last year and are prepared to remit taxes 
due for 2011. For much of 2011 the bookstore was out of operation because of the Parish Hall 
rebuilding. Before closing the bookstore, we had several weeks of specially reduced prices to 
clear out old inventory that would need to be boxed and stored. Our new quarters are truly first 
class, and we are eager to finalize setting up stock and to get down to business. Already for 2012 
we have scheduled two book presentations and have ordered copies to fill anticipated sales. We 
have also arranged the stock so that sections for catechumens and for children will be easily 
located. The rest of the books have been sorted and shelved by general themes, and the shelves 
will be so labeled.

We currently have an excellent team of volunteers, who willingly give of their time and talents. 
We cannot thank them enough! We urge all Parishioners to share in the success of our bookstore 
by continuing to patronize it.

Thanks to everyone for your continued support of the Protection Bookstore!
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CHOIR REPORT FOR THE 2011 ANNUAL MEETING

Financial Summary for the Year ended December 31, 2011

INCOME:
............................................................................................CD Sales	
 $843.64

CD Royalties from distributors .....................................................	
 $1,831.11
	
 ..............................................Total 	
 $2,674.75

EXPENSES
...............Computer/software/network–purchase for Parish Office	
 $2,849.75

.............................................................................................Supplies	
 $171.68
.............................................................................Shipping CD orders	
 $66.58

...................................................................Miscellaneous Expenses	
 $107.90
	
 ...............................................Total	
 $3,845.91

Summary
..............................................................Starting Balance 1/1/2011	
 $3,753.30

............................................................................................Income	
 $2,674.75
........................................................................................Expenses	
 $3,845.91

........................................................................Balance 12/31/2011	
 $1,982.19

CD Sales & Comps from our stock
.......................................................................................Attend, O Heaven	
 24
........................................................................................Behold Your God	
 51

	
 ...........................................................Total	
 75

CD Sales & Comps from our distributor Anaphora Press, for the period 1/4/09 - 12/31/11:
Total Income:  	
 $1741.06	
 for the sale of 161 CDs
Anaphora Press commission: 	
 $322.00
Total Due St. Seraphim Choir: 	
 $1419.06	
 Check being sent
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CHURCH SCHOOL REPORT 

“Let everything take second place to the care of our children, our bringing them up in the 
discipline and instruction of the Lord.”  (St. John Chrysostom, Homily 21 on Ephesians)

Preschool–Kindergarten (ages 3–6)
Teachers: 	
 Gloria Collins, Sarah Hamner
Location: 	
 room off the library
Attendance: 	
 7 to 8 children regularly
Curriculum: 	
 What We See and Do in Church
	
 We have been learning why we have all the traditions in Church. That our traditions are 
not just something beautiful to do but a vital part of our worship. How Christ and our Saints and 
Fathers have by example shown us what we are to do.
	
 The children have been learning and asking lots of questions. Even though they are so 
young they have very insightful questions and have caused me to search and learn more so I 
might answer their questions. I love it!

First, Second and Third Grades (ages 6–9)
Teachers: 	
 Dylan Andrew Crawford, Tamara Gulordava, assistant
Location:	
 Large Sunday School room next behind library
Attendance: 	
 16, 10 regular students
	
 On occasion we have had assistance from volunteer parents. For the vast majority of the 
Sunday classes I have been the lead teacher and Tamara has been assisting. We are enjoying our 
second year as Sunday school teachers and fell very fortunate to be involved in this capacity. 
This year we ordered an Orthodox curriculum, a lesson workbook that is geared for the 2nd 
grade with full color icon images, selections from the Gospels, and lessons that tie in meaningful 
message for practical applications of Christian concepts. The students are very intrigued by the 
material and are progressing very well. We have been exploring the major Feast Days, most 
recently the Theophany, key saints, practicing making the sign of the cross and incorporating 
several prayers at each beginning and ending of the class session (“Our Father,” and “O 
Heavenly King”). We engage in teacher-lead discussions, writing and coloring activities, and 
basic singing.

Here is a typical class schedule:
1. Student enter, face the icon corner, make the sign of the cross and recite the Our Father.
2. Students sit down and enjoy a snack and juice while we discuss the previous week's material.
3. Workbooks are passed out and reading of lesson begins/discussion of content of the week.
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4. Writing and/or coloring of weekly activity.
5. Review of key lesson ideas.
6. Clean up, concluding prayer, "O Heavenly King" is sung.
7. Students are excused.

Fourth, Fifth and Sixth Grades (ages 9–11)
Teachers: 	
 Tatiana Castillo, Lara Anderson
Location:  	
 Protection Church
Attendance: 	
 12, although there may be as many as 22
Curriculum: 	
 Lives of Saints, introducing parish members and learning about their saints.
Goals include a meeting once a month in the parish hall for pizza, games and adding to our 
lessons.  We also want to make a pilgrimage to St. John in San Francisco and a trip to a 
monastery. 

Seventh and Eighth Grades (ages 12–13)
Teachers:	
 Samuel Coon, Parmenas Davis
Location: 	
 Room above the narthex in St. Seraphim
Attendance:	
 1–5 (sporadic), generally only two or three in attendance
Curriculum:	
 Focus of study: maps of study areas, discussion of daily readings from calendar, 
lives of saints and prophets, discussion of weekly homily.

Ninth through Twelfth Grades (ages 14-18)
Teacher: 	
 Vincent Rossi
Location:	
 Church Office
Support Staff: 	
 Fred Krueger
Class size: 	
 Varies!  3–9
Curriculum: 	
 The focus this year has been on the study of Holy Scripture. We chose to study 
the Book of Daniel because the prophet Daniel’s amazing adventures link both Old and New 
Testaments, are a rich source of imagery for Orthodox liturgics, Gospel music, and folk tales, and 
reveal how Divine Providence links the angelic realm and human affairs. Classes have sought to 
familiarize students with Scripture in general, and to develop the taste for reading Scripture for 
spiritual profit and personal edification.
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ICONOGRAPHY REPORT FOR THE ANNUAL MEETING 2012
Prepared by Fr. Lawrence Margitich

The Fresco Plan and Price List, which we’ve been working off of now for three years, is 
available at any time for your perusal.  

PANELS IN PROGRESS (a “panel” is an icon on a board, rather than a fresco)
St. Kassiani the hymnographer, Protection of the Virgin (for the new hall porch)

PANELS PAINTED 2011
Holy Theophany, Raising of Lazarus

FRESCOS PAINTED 2011:
1. Pentecost, east wall, north side
2. St. Zosima & St. Mary of Egypt
3. Holy Trinity

FRESCOS TO BE PAINTED 2012:
1. Elders of Optina Monastery.
2. Holy Week cycle on back wall, to be confirmed. Please consider commissioning a fresco: 

Washing of the Feet (already commissioned), Prayer in Gethsemeni Garden, Mocking of 
Christ, Denial of St Peter (all three not commissioned)—$2,000 each. 
Way of the Cross and Entombment of Christ—$7,000. Both available for commission.  

FRESCOS COMMISSIONED, IN PLANNING
1. St. Raphael of Brooklyn
2. St. Benjamin of Petrograd, New Martyr
3. Theophany (awaiting funds)
4. Prophet Moses & Burning Bush (awaiting funds)
5. St. George the Great Martyr
6. St. Ignatius Brianchaninov
7. Prophet Ezekiel in the dome
8. St. James the Brother of the Lord 
9. Transfiguration of Christ (partial funds given)
10. Resurrection—Descent into Hades (partial funds given)
11. Nativity of the Theotokos (partial funds given)
12. Myrrh-bearers (2 Marys)
13. Feeding of the 5000
14. Washing of the Feet (from Holy Week)
15. St. Lucia of Syracuse (partial funds given)
16. St. Marina
17. St. Nona
18. St. Moses the Black
19. Prophet Daniel in the Lion’s Den
20. St. Elizabeth, mother of St John the Baptist (partial funds given)
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In general, fresco painting will take place from the top of the church to bottom floor level, 
meaning that icons higher up will be painted first, to avoid damage to those below during the 
fresco process. What gets painted when is determined by placement and workflow. We cannot 
paint a fresco in a lower space, generally speaking, until the area above it has been painted. 
Exceptions can sometimes be arranged, at the discretion of the painters. 

PANTOCRATOR IN DOME:
We have been saving for this fresco for twelve years now, and are so very grateful to all those 
who contribute regularly to this major painting project. We have saved sufficient funds for the 
large face of the Savior, and for the angels around Him. We would like to also have all the 
Prophets in the dome commissioned (two are commissioned at the moment) when we begin to 
paint the Pantocrator, to do everything up there together. The entire dome painting is projected to 
take about six–eight months, and will necessitate building a floor at the dome, with a stairway 
either inside the church or outside, with access by a window. We had hoped to have begun 
painting already, but construction of the new hall and storage have delayed the project for a bit. 
We all know that this is a huge project, and will need to be planned out carefully before starting. 
Other churches have painted their domes more quickly. How? By the artist doing a mural on 
canvas using acrylic paints, in his studio, then gluing the paintings (various pieces) to the dome. 
We are doing fresco painting—a tried, true, ancient and Traditional method—which involves 
doing the painting directly on the wet plaster, in place. The colors and texture of acrylic is not to 
be compared to that of fresco. 

I would be most happy to speak to anyone desiring to sponsor a fresco. I thank you for your 
contributions as we work together toward the theological beautification in color of our Holy 
Church. 

With love in Christ, 
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PARISH MINISTRIES
Areas of need 

During the Annual Meeting there will be a call for volunteers of these areas. 

• Church Cleaners: additional cleaners needed

• Elementary School Age Youth Coordinator: need person in charge

• Middle School Age Youth Coordinator: need person in charge

• High School Age Youth Coordinator: need person in charge

• Librarians: need additional personnel

•  Lunch Set-up: need volunteers for setting out chairs, condiments, preparing coffee. Minimum 
of 4 two-person teams, one for each Sunday of the month

• Ride Ministry: need volunteers for pick up non-driving parishioners

• Gardens: Matushka Ann looking for volunteers

• Grounds: need person in charge of keeping track of the trees, mowing the new lawn, drip 
lines, etc. 

• Storage Barn Manager: need person in charge

• Hall Facility Manager: need person in charge of the building and keeping an eye on 
maintenance, calling for repairs, etc., and working with Debi Buse who is in charge of 
scheduling Hall Events. 

• Scrip Program assistant: Shenina looking for volunteers

• Decoration/Flowers: need additional helpers 
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ELECTIONS TO PARISH COUNCIL FOR 2012

General Information

Requirements: All nominations are to be submitted no later than one week prior to the Annual 
Meeting so that the nominees can consider if they are able or qualified to serve. To be nominated 
or elected to the Parish Council one must fulfill the following requirements: 

1) Be a baptized, chrismated Orthodox Christian, over 18 yrs of age
2) Confess and Commune in this parish on a regular basis
3) Needless to say, one must be living in accordance with the teachings of the Holy 

Orthodox Church spiritually, morally, ethically and be an example of the Gospel life in 
word and deed

4) One must be a good financial steward of the Parish, and be willing to care for the good 
order of the Church, the grounds and the finances

5) The Parish Council meets at least once a month. If you cannot attend meetings, do not 
accept nomination. If a member misses 2 or 3 consecutive meetings, he or she may be 
asked to step down, depending on circumstances

Duties:
1) Attend all Parish Council Meetings & various Council events (work parties, Glendi, 

retreats, etc.)
2) Participate in worship, attending Vespers on Saturday and Divine Liturgy on Sunday
3) Participate in the Holy Mysteries of Confession and Communion on a regular basis here 

at this parish
4) Maintain your Stewardship/Financial commitment to the Parish
5) Live according to the Gospel and the teachings of the Orthodox Church

Also, His Grace Bishop Benjamin has instructed us that all newly-elected parish council 
members, upon election, are required to read the following documents (as a minimum) prior to 
their first council meeting and their compliance be annotated in that meeting’s minutes: OCA 
Statute, DOW By-Laws, Policies, Standards and Procedures of the OCA on Sexual Misconduct, 
OCA’s Reducing the Risk of Child Sexual Abuse Guidelines, DOW’s Reducing the Risk of Child 
Sexual Abuse. Each council member is to sign a document stating he or she has read and 
understands these documents and keep it on file. 
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Current auditors—terms expire: January 2013
George Artemoff, Lydia Nicholson (David Winterton standing in for Lydia this year)

Members whose terms expire at this meeting:  
Serge Anderson, Petar Griovski, Nick Nicholson, Bonnie Alexander

Current Parish Council Members who have one more year to serve:
Vladimir Lew Baer, Preston Booker, Debbie Buse, Sergei Moroz, Denise Pellizzer

Current Alternate/term expires now:
Ole Kern, Gary Collins

CANDIDATES FOR PARISH ELECTIONS

For Parish Council Elections
Please vote for FOUR of the CANDIDATE names listed below. Nominations must have been 
submitted one week prior to the Annual Meeting. Nominations cannot be taken at the meeting. 

1) Serge Anderson
2) Petar Griovski
3) Nick Nicholson
4) Bonnie Alexander
5) Gary Collins
6) Ole Kern
7) Charles Fleshman
8) Maaza Belata
9) Freddie Myles

The first FOUR who receive the highest number of votes are elected to the Parish Council for a 
two year term. The next two who receive the highest number of votes will be the Alternates who 
will serve for one year as alternates, or if needed to fill out someone’s term they will fulfill that 
member’s term be it one month or up to two years. Alternates are expected to attend all 
meetings, and to consider themselves as full Council Members. 
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ENDING HYMNS

“IT IS TRULY MEET”
It is truly meet to bless thee, O Theotokos,
ever-blessed, and most blameless, and the Mother of our God;
more honorable than the Cherubim,
and beyond compare more glorious than the Seraphim,
who without corruption gavest birth to God the Word,
the very Theotokos, thee do we magnify.

TROPARION OF THE PROTECTION OF THE HOLY VIRGIN
TONE FOUR

Today we Orthodox people joyfully keep festival, 
being illumined by thy glorious coming among us, O Mother of God;
and gazing upon thy most pure image, 
we say with compunction: 
Shelter us with thy most precious Protection,
and deliver us from all evil, //
and pray to thy Son, Christ our God, that He save our souls.
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