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SIGNS OF CHRIST IN YOU 
THE CHURCH OF CHRIST is alive and free. In her, 
we move and live through Christ, Who is her Head, and 
have full freedom, because we learn the Truth and the 
Truth makes us free. You are in Christ's Church whenever 
you uplift someone bent down in sorrow, when you help 
someone elderly walk more easily, or when you give alms 
to the poor and visit the sick. You are in Christ’s Church 
when you cry out, “Lord, help me.” You are in Christ’s 
Church when you are patient and good, when you refuse 
to get angry with your brother, even if  he has wounded 
your feelings. You are in Christ’s Church when you pray, 
“Lord, forgive him.” When you work honestly at your job, 
returning home weary in the evenings but with a smile 
upon your lips, bringing with you a warm and kind light; 
when you repay evil with love—you are in Christ's 
Church. Do you not see, therefore, my friend, how close 
the Church of  Christ is? You are Peter and God is build-
ing His Church upon you. You are the rock of  His Church 
against which no one and nothing can prevail, because 
you are a liberated rock—a soul that is fulfilled within His 
Church… Let us build churches, my friend. Let us build 
churches from the depths of  our hearts ablaze with the 
light of  the Sun of  Righteousness, Who is Christ Himself, 
Who has told us that by faith we are free from sin. Let us 
build the churches of  our faith which no human power 
can pull down, because the ultimate power of  the Church 
is Christ Himself.  

+Father George Calciu, confessor of  the Romanian Church, from 
Interviews, Homilies, and Talks, p. 162-163. 

LITURGICS 
WE OFFER incense as we wor-
ship God, as did the faithful of  the 
ancient Temple in Jerusalem. 
Psalm 140 teaches us that our 
prayer rises to God as smoke and 
fragrance of  the incense rises. The incense also reveals to 
us that the Grace of  the Holy Spirit is poured out upon 
those who love God and keep His commandments. We 
cense the icons of  the saints to honor God—Whose image 
and likeness shines in the saints. Theologically, this censing 
is very important. Orthodoxy is focused on theosis, on “be-
coming like God.” Let us be attentive to the censing, and 
think of  it as a “wake-up call,” recognizing that we are 
made in the image of  God and are being restored to that 
image and likeness through Christ who is at work in us 
through the Spirit. The Spirit makes us “partakers in the 
divine nature” (II Peter). We cense the icons first because 
they represent the people among us—the Church is a liv-
ing Body—whom we venerate as having received theosis in 
high degree, they are spiritually mature; we then cense the 
faithful standing in the Church because they are in the 
process throughout their life of  becoming more and more 
God-like by grace. We honor the likeness to Christ in 
them.  
	 When we are censed, we acknowledge it by bowing 
our heads; we remember what it means: it is the affirma-
tion that we are becoming Christ-like, and it is a message 
of  love from God to the heart of  each person. During the 
censing we should remain facing the Altar, praying to 
God, rather than trying to mirror the motion of  the dea-
con or priest. —Borrowed 

Saint Seraphim of Sarov Cathedral 1996

Protection of the Holy Virgin Orthodox Church 1936

SEVENTH ANNUAL THANKSGIVING DINNER PROJECT  

“FAMILIES TO FAMILIES” 
Help provide Thanksgiving dinner for 100 Sonoma County families living in poverty. $50.00 provides for a full Thanks-
giving Dinner Food Box. If  you, or your family, are not able to sponsor a full box, please consider sharing a box with 
other church members! In an effort to make this charity effort efficient we will be accepting monetary donations only 
(checks can be made out to St. Seraphim Church/charity). Help will be needed in putting together individual boxes 
(times to be announced). This effort is extremely appreciated and impactful. If  you have any questions you can contact 	
	 	 Amy Ramirez Margitich at fosasquatch@gmail.com and at (707) 478-6767 
	 	 Serge Anderson at s.anderson4990@sbcglobal.net and at (707) 291-7452
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BELL TOWER 
WORK ON THE BELL TOWER has been going on for many 
years: rough concept, county regulations, engineering for weight, 
possible swing in an earthquake and vibration, placement of  bells, 
placement of  bell ringer platform, stairs to the tower, construction 
materials, and so forth. Thanks to Andrew Gould (designer) and 
Robert Leys (our local architect) and a generous donation for design 
work, we now have what I consider a beautiful and traditional bell 
tower design. The plans have been given to two contractors (keep in 
mind that all the reputable and competent contractors in the area 

are extremely busy right now, working on post-fire projects). Our project, though unique in some ways, but rather small. 
Still, one contractor has advised us that costs for constructing the bell tower will exceed $300,000, which was at least 
$100,000 more than we had hoped for! We await and estimate from a second contractor, but do not expect a large de-
crease in the estimate. While we have a donor who has promised over $100,000 to the church for the tower, with such 
currently high costs for construction in Sonoma County, our bell tower project is on hold. Certainly we are not in a posi-
tion to take out a loan. Nevertheless, we will not allow the project die (not after spending donated funds for the design 
work) but will wait for the current building boom to slow down and look for ways to lower costs and God’s blessing on 
the project. A word about the design and placement: As one looks at St. Seraphim Cathedral from the front, standing 
back some yards, one notices how disproportional the church is from left to right. The south side does not match the 
north side. The bell tower, in my considered opinion, will complete what is lacking, as the sketch shows. I ask your 
prayers for all of  this. Someday, sooner than later, perhaps God will bless us to proceed with the long-desired completion 
of  the construction of  our Church. —Fr. Lawrence 

The NATIVITY FAST — NOVEMBER 15–December 25 

St. Symeon of  Thessaloniki (ca. A.D. 1381–1429) writes: The Nativity Forty-day Fast represents the fast undertaken by Moses, 
who—having fasted for forty days and forty nights—received the Commandments of  God, written on stone tablets. And 
we, fasting for forty days, will reflect upon and receive from the Virgin the living Word—not written upon stone, but 
born, incarnate [taking flesh and blood] — and we will commune of  His Divine Body.  
During the Fast we abstain from meat, dairy and eggs, anger, gossip and sometimes olive oil and wine. We also work to increase time in prayer 
and acts of  mercy. Perhaps a fast from all social media and casual internet searches would be helpful as well as we strive to gather our attention 
on remembering the Lord. 

OUTREACH — St. Nikolai Velimirovic of Serbia and South Canaan, PA 

A man said: “Once in church I heard a priest say that whoever gives to the poor, gives into the hands of  Christ Himself. I 
didn’t believe it, for I thought, ‘How can this be, when Christ is in heaven?’ However, I was on my way home one day 
and I saw a poor man begging, and the face of  Christ shone above his head! Just then a passerby gave the beggar a piece 
of  bread, and I saw the Lord extend His hand, take the bread, and bless the donor. From then on, I have always seen 
Christ’s face shining above the beggars. Therefore, with great fear I perform as much charity as I can.’

Parish of the Protection of the Holy Virgin 
St. Seraphim of Sarov Cathedral  

90 Mountain View Avenue, Santa Rosa, CA  95407  
Parish office phone: 707-584-9491 
website: www.saintseraphim.com 

The Rector, Fr. Lawrence Margitich, may be reached at the 
Parish office phone, or at Lmargitich@sbcglobal.net.   

Parish Contacts 
Bobbi Griovski, Parish Secretary	 584-9491 
Fr. John Schettig	 318-1559 
Fr. Nicholas Carr	 318-5391 
Serge Anderson, Parish Council Warden	 291-7452 
Martin Thong, Treasurer	 888-7888 
Adriel Scarborough, Recording Secretary	 479-0837 
Eleni Rose, Agape Meal Coordinator	 480-6106 
Debbie Buse, Hall Event Manager	 696-4986

http://www.saintseraphim.com
mailto:Lmargitich@sbcglobal.net
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EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS
•CATECHISM CLASSES begin on Saturday, November 2 at 3:30 PM, in the Parish Library. Eight classes will be given before Nativity, and an-

other eight before Pascha. All are welcome to attend, not just catechumens. 

•ANGELS UNAWARES, November 7: “Be not forgetful to entertain strangers: for thereby some have entertained angels unawares. Remember 
them that are in bonds, as bound with them; and them who suffer adversity…” Hebrews 13. Our Guests will arrive about 6 PM on Thursday, 
and depart about 6:30 AM on Friday morning. Michael and Rachel Dovey are the coordinators. Volunteers are needed from 4–8 PM. Any 
questions call Michael or Rachel Dovey at (707) 799-4117. 

•THE REDWOOD EMPIRE FOOD BANK is held on the second Wednesday of each month—November 13. Volunteers, please arrive around 5 PM 
to help set up. This Food Bank is an important way in which our parish does outreach. Come and participate.  

•CHRISTMAS PLAY: Rehearsals for the Christmas Play (scheduled for December 15) are held each Saturday at 3 PM. Rehearsals are required 
for who wish to perform int he play. For more infor-
mation, speak with Esther Carr or Gloria Collins.  

•SENIOR LUNCH: Our retired and senior parishioners 
are invited to enjoy a Pre-Thanksgiving Day lunch in 
the Parish Hall on November 14 at Noon.   

•27th ANNUAL REMEMBERING HOME DINNER: The local 
benefactors of the International Orthodox Christian 
Charities (IOCC) will host a Vespers, reception and 
banquet at the Nativity of Christ Greek Orthodox 
Church in Novato on Sunday, November 10: Vespers: 
4:30 PM, Reception at 5:15 PM and Dinner at 6 PM. 
Tickets: $65. Please see Bobbi Griovski who will be 
reserving a table for our parish (ten seats per). For 
more information about the IOCC or to book your own 
reservation, click on this link. 

•FESTAL SERVICES IN NOVEMBER: Every day of the year 
we commemorate saints of the church. Certainly, Or-
thodox Christians are not just “Sunday only Chris-
tians” but love the lives of the saints and ask their 
prayers and keep track of the feast days, celebrating 
them as they are able, either at home or at church. 
This month we will have services in honor of: St. 
Michael on November 7/8; St. John Chrysostom on 
November 13; the Feast of the Entrance of the 
Theotokos on November 20/21; St. Catherine on No-
vember 23/24; Thanksgiving Day Liturgy on No-
vember 28.  

•THANKSGIVING DAY: The best way to begin Thanksgiv-
ing Day is with the Divine Liturgy. We will have the 
service this year in St. Seraphim Cathedral (rather 
than the Protection) at 9:30 AM, and conclude with an 
excerpt of the Akathist “Glory to God for All Things.”

Festal Christmas Bazaar

Find gorgeous handmade gifts and stocking stuffers,
and support local businesses...

Taste the season with delicious warm drinks and
ethnic baked goods, including our famous baklava...

 

Learn about the rich history of Orthodoxy and the
ancient art of fresco painting in our church tours...

And so much more!
Saturday, November 30th 11:00 - 4:00 at Saint Seraphim Orthodox Church 

90 Mountainview Ave. Santa Rosa, CA
Guest Speakers at 11:30, 1:00 and 3:00

Have some family time with live music at the kid's
craft tables...

http://support.iocc.org/site/Calendar?view=Detail&id=101081&AddInterest=1261
http://support.iocc.org/site/Calendar?view=Detail&id=101081&AddInterest=1261
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• THE CHRISTMAS FAST begins on November 15. We will begin with the Advent Supplicatory Canon to the Theotokos, at 6 PM. 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
NOVEMBER 1 2

• St. Michael, Concord Feast 
Day, 10 AM Liturgy 
• 3:30 PM, Catechism: On the 
True God 
• 5 PM, Great Vespers 

3 – Holy Unmercenaries 4 5 6 7 8 – St. Michael 9
• 8:30 AM, Matins 
• 10 AM, Divine Liturgy 
• 11:45 AM, Church School 
• Noon, Agape Meal 
• 1 PM, Teacher Meeting

• KAZAN SKETE 
FEAST DAY, 10 AM 
Divine Liturgy 
• 6 PM, Men’s Group 
Gathering, location TBA

 
• 6 PM, Vespers, 
Potluck, and Talk #3 
on Ephesians

 
• 6 PM, Angels 
Unawares guest arrive 
for dinner 
• 6 PM, Great Vespers 

• 9 AM, Divine Liturgy 
 
• 11:30 AM–1 PM, 
Confessions

Cantiamo Retreat in Hall 
 
• 3:30 PM, Catechism: On the 
Human Being 
• 5 PM, Great Vespers 

10 – Apostles of the 70 11 12 13 – St. John Chrysostom 14 15 – Fast/Advent Begins 16
• 8:30 AM, Matins 
• 10 AM, Divine Liturgy 
• 11:45 AM, Church School 
• Noon, Agape Meal 
 
• IOCC Dinner in Novato 

• 5 PM, Panikhida for 
Fr Michael, in Church

• 9 AM, Divine Liturgy  
 
• 5 PM, Redwood Empire 
Food Bank 
• 6 PM, Vespers, 
Potluck and Study of  
Epistle to the Romans

• Noon, Senior Lunch 
Fellowship 
 

11:30 AM–1 PM, 
Confessions 
 
• 6 PM, Supplicatory 
Canon for Advent

• 3:30 PM, Catechism: On 
Sin 
• 5 PM, Great Vespers

17 – St. Gregory 18 19 20 21 – Entrance Feast 22 23
• 8:30 AM, Matins 
• 10 AM, Divine Liturgy 
• 11:45 AM, Church School 
• Noon, Agape Meal 
 • 6:15 PM, Vigil for the 

Feast

• 9 AM, Divine Liturgy 
Feast of  the Entrance 
of  the Theotokos 
 
• 7 PM, Parish Council 
Meeting

 
 
• 3:30 PM, Catechism, On 
Jesus Christ the Son of  God 
• 5 PM, Great Vespers with 
Litya

24 – Great Martyr Catherine 25 26 27 28 – Thanksgiving Day 29 30 – St. Andrew
• 8:30 AM, Matins 
• 10 AM, Divine Liturgy 
• 11:45 AM, Church School 
• Noon, Agape Meal

• “Family to Family” 
Dinner assembly, TBD 
 
• 6 PM, Vespers, 
Potluck and Study of  
Epistle to the Romans

• 9 AM, Divine Liturgy Prep for  
CHRISTMAS 

BAZAAR 

• 6 PM, Vespers for St. 
Andrew

    • Christmas Bazaar • 
• 3:30 PM, Catechism, On 
Jesus Christ the Savior 
• 4:45 PM, Panikhida for K. 
Sakovich 
• 5 PM, Great Vespers


