
ANNOUNCEMENTS
SUNDAY, March 20, 2016
	
• TROPARION OF THE SUNDAY OF ORTHODOXY,  Tone Two:
We venerate Thy most pure icon, O Loving Lord, asking Thee, O Christ our 
God, to pardon our transgressions. For of  Thine own will wast Thou well-
pleased to ascend the Cross in the flesh, to deliver from the bondage of  the 
enemy those whom Thou hast fashioned. Therefore, in thanksgiving, we cry 
aloud to Thee: Thou hast filled all with joy, O our Savior, when Thou camest 
to save the world. 

• KONTAKION OF THE SUNDAY OF ORTHODOXY,  Tone Eight:
The uncircumscribed Word of  the Father became circumscribed, taking flesh from thee, O Theotokos, and He 
has restored the sullied image to its ancient glory, filling it with divine beauty. This our salvation we confess in deed 
and word, and we depict it in the holy icons.

ACTIVITIES & EVENTS THIS WEEK
• Saturday, March 19:	 3:30 PM, Catechism, On the Holy Priesthood
 4 PM, Children’s Choir
	 4:30 PM, Trisagion for the Departed
	 5 PM, Great Vespers

• Sunday, March 20:	 8:45 AM, Matins
	 10 AM, Divine Liturgy, Cross and Icon Procession at end of  the Service
	 Noon, Potluck Agape Lunch
 Molieben for the Collins’ anniversary 

• Tues., March 22:	 8 AM, Lenten Matins

• Wed., March 23:	 8 AM, Lenten Matins
	 5 PM, Confessions
	 6:15 PM, Presanctified Liturgy, meal (visit of  Sisters of  St. Elizabeth Monastery)

• Thurs., March 24:	 8 AM, Lenten Matins
	 6 PM, Nomadic Shelter
	 6:15 PM, Matins for the Great Feast of  Annunciation

• Friday, March 25:	 5:30 PM, Vesperal Divine Liturgy for Annunciation (strict fast before Communion)
	 Meal to follow (fish, wine and oil allowed)

• SERVING TODAY:
USHERS: George Barsi and Vladimir Baer. ALTAR BOYS: Team Seraphim for the Divine Liturgy, both teams will 
serve during the Icon Procession at the end. After Holy Communion the Altar Servers can enter the Holy Altar to 
be vested. 
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• SUNDAY OF ORTHODOXY:
In the 8th and 9th century, for more than one hundred years, the Church of  Christ was troubled by the 
persecution of  the Iconoclasts (those who hated Icons), beginning in the reign of  Leo III (d. 741) and ending in the 
reign of  Theophilus (d. 842). After Theophilus’ death, his widow the Empress St. Theodora, together with the 
Patriarch St. Methodius, established Orthodoxy anew. This ever-memorable Queen venerated the icon of  the 
Mother of  God in the presence of  the Patriarch and the other confessors and righteous men, and openly cried out 
these holy words: “If  anyone does not offer relative worship to the holy icons, not adoring them as though they 
were gods, but venerating them out of  love as images of  the archetype, let him be anathema.” Then with common 
prayer and fasting during the whole first week of  the Forty-day Fast of  Great Lent, she asked God’s forgiveness for 
her husband. After this, on the first Sunday of  the Great Fast, she and her son, Michael the Emperor, made a 
procession with all the clergy and people and restored the holy icons, and again adorned the Church of  Christ 
with them. …let us venerate the Icon of  the Savior, of  the Saints, and of  the Mother of  God and thereby 
proclaim the inherit goodness of  the entire Creation and of  its redemption, restoration, and transfiguration 
through the incarnation of  Christ. It is now our turn to offer our own personal world as a Eucharistic sacrifice, 
redeeming and transfiguring the material world which we inhabit through our prayer, our fasting, and our 
thanksgiving to our Creator Who sustains us, enlightens us, and saves us through the incalculable Treasury of  our 
Orthodox Faith which we have been given and which we celebrate today. The Triumph of  Orthodoxy happens in 
my personal life when Christ becomes incarnate through my keeping of  the commandments. Orthodoxy triumphs 
when I become an Icon of  Christ through my love and kindness to all those whom I encounter, being a vessel of  
His Presence. Orthodoxy triumphs when the falsehood of  my passions is denounced and demolished and Christ is 
enthroned as King and God in my heart. Today is the first day of  the rest of  Great Lent. Let us fortify ourselves by 
abstaining from meat, from sin, and from devouring our neighbor with our criticism. Let us glorify God in the 
short time we have remaining in our life by doing works of  charity, alms, and prayer. Let us build up the Church 
and one another, placing our time and talents into those things which will benefit us eternally and let us give 
thanks to God Who has brought us here today, given us the Treasury of  the Orthodox Faith, of  that Gift of  the 
Undistorted Vision of  God which is salvation for the world. The Triumph of  Orthodoxy is the Triumph of  the 
Only True and Living Way which leads the entire race of  Mankind to salvation. Let us enter more deeply into it, 
embrace it, confess it, and fervently live our Orthodoxy through the grace and mercy of  our God, Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit, to Whom belongs all glory, now and forever. Amen. —St. Tikhon’s Monastery, PA.

• FEAST OF ANNUNCIATION:
The Troparion of  the Feast makes a very bold statement: “Today is the fountainhead of  our salvation and the 
manifestation of  the mystery which was from eternity. The Son of  God becometh the Virgin’s Son, and Gabriel 
announceth the good tidings of  grace; for this cause, let us cry to the Mother of  God with him: Rejoice, thou who 
art full of  grace, the Lord is with thee.” The Feast of  the Annunciation to the Virgin is March 25. We will 
celebrate the Festal Matins on Thursday, March 24 at 6:15 PM, and the Vesperal Liturgy on Friday, March 25 at 
5:30 PM. Prepare for Communion by fasting from noon. If  you must arrive late because of  work, have no 
hesitation to receive, as long as you have prepared. If  possible attend Matins the evening before. Matushka Xenia 
has volunteered to serve a fish dinner after the Liturgy.

• LAST NOMADIC SHELTER OF THE SEASON
Our last Nomadic Shelter of  the season is Thursday, March 24th at 6 PM. If  you would be willing, here are a few 
opportunities to help serve our guests: 1) Our guests will arrive and have dinner during the Annunciation Vigil. We 
could use a few helpers willing to stay in the hall, greet the guests as they arrive and help to serve them dinner. 
This starts around 6 PM. Father Lawrence will leave the Vigil for a few moments, come to the Hall, and bless the 
food. 2) Dinner clean up: All those willing to help clean up after the meal would be welcome. Probably three 
people are needed for that task. After the Vigil would be fine. 3) Donations: we need breakfast and snack items for 
the next morning. You can put the items in the refrigerator and simply mark them as Nomadic Shelter Breakfast, or 
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talk to me directly. Here are a few ideas for breakfast items: oranges (they can’t get oranges off  of  food-stamps, so 
this is a treat for them). orange juice, cheese platter, ham, pastries and rolls, protein bars, whatever else you can 
think of  that you like, they might like too. May God be glorified; have a blessed Lent!  —Ambrose Inlow 
ryanwinlow@gmail.com. 

• LENTEN MEALS AFTER PRESANCTIFIED:
Dear Brothers and Sisters, one of  our Parish traditions during Lent is to have a simple meal (soup, salad, bread 
and fruit) in the church hall following the Presanctified Liturgy on Wednesday evenings. For Six Wednesdays, we 
gather in the church for the Presanctified Liturgy and afterwards in the hall in quiet reflection, enjoying a simple 
meal after fasting and also listen to a short reading. What’s needed? Thankfully, meal prep is covered. However, 
clean-up is just as important as the food prep—so, the request is that after the meal we could all stay just a bit 
longer to help clean and take out the trash. What a great way to show our gratitude for the meal.

• CHURCH SERVICES IN 2018
Pastor: “Peace be to all” 
Congregation: “And with your spirit”
Pastor: “Will everyone please turn on their tablet, PC, iPad, smart phone, and Kindle Bibles to 1 
Corinthians, 13:13. And please switch on your Bluetooth to download the sermon.”  [pause…] “Now, let us pray 
committing this week into God’s hands. Open your Apps, BBM, Twitter and Facebook, and chat with God.”
[silence…]  “As we take our Sunday tithes and offerings, please have your credit and debit cards ready. You can log 
on to the church Wi-Fi using the password 2Cor9:7 (“God loves a cheeful giver…”). The ushers will circulate 
mobile card swipe machines among the worshipers: Those who prefer to make electronic fund transfers are 
directed to computers and laptops at the rear of  the church. Those who prefer to use iPads can open them. Those 
who prefer telephone  banking, take out your cell phones to transfer your contributions to the church account.”
 The holy atmosphere of  St. Matthew’s becomes truly electrified as ALL the smart phones, iPads, PCs 
and laptops beep and flicker! 
 Final Blessing and Closing Announcements: This week’s ministry cell meetings will be held on the various 
Facebook group pages where the usual group chatting takes place. Please log in and don’t miss out. 
 Thursday’s Catechism Study will be held live on Skype at 1900hrs GMT.  Please don’t miss out.
 You can follow your Pastor on Twitter this  weekend for counseling and prayers. 
 God bless and have a nice day. And Jesus wept…

• PARISH TO DO LIST:
• acquire “Lost and Found” box 
• move big “BBQ boat” to designated spot
• pick up “Glendi fencing” by east ditch
• move Glendi stage leaning against Monks’ Hut
• clean ditch
• mow vineyard and mound: Zosimas Marino has volunteered to do this when the grass is dry
• the Ride Ministry needs volunteers (see Deanna Panages)
• someone to clean offices and library

• Weekly: clean up playground and porch of  all garbage, plates and cups after Sunday lunch

• HOW I LEARNED TO STOP WORRYING AND LOVE THE CANON OF ST. ANDREW:
We participated in the Great Canon of  St. Andrew of  Crete this week. How marvelously and reverently it was sung by the choir. We 
will have another opportunity to enter into that great poem of  repentance on Thursday of  the fifth week of  the Fast. Below is a short 
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essay about the Great Canon, written by Andrew Boyd, director of  youth activities for the OCA. 

For the first time in my life I heard the Canon of  Saint Andrew of  Crete in its entirety last week. The canon, set in the 
midst of  a full Lenten matins service was not something I was looking forward to. But, hearing it in its entirety I 
was surprised with some of  the content. There is a tendency to make sweeping generalities about the Canon, that 
it is entirely focused on the Old Testament, that it is impossible for Americans to understand, or worse, that it is 
verbal self-flagellation. I must confess that I have harbored all of  these thoughts at one time or another. 

“I'm not a bad guy, I work hard, and I love my kids...so why should I 
spend half  my Sunday hearing about how I'm going to hell?” 

This infamous question asked by Homer Simpson so beautifully displays much of  our contemporary approach to 
religion in general and the Gospel in particular. This has been a particular frustration of  mine during this 
Triodion period. So often it seems that the Triodion material is beating us up, that it is harsh and does not cohere 
well with the Gospel message, with that Paschal joy we are building up to. We spent hours in Church on Thursday 
crying “Have mercy on me, O God” to a God who already sent His Son to us to be crucified and break the bonds 
of  death. I recall Father Thomas Hopko commenting on this concern once. What are we really saying and doing 
when repeat these phrases over and over? He argues, and I agree that we are saying to God “Be to us how you 
already are.” God is already all-merciful, when we repeat that prayer to him we are simply asking him to be to us 
as he already is, was, and will be. It’s a dogmatic statement as much as it is a prayer; God is merciful and will be 
merciful to us. What it is not is beating ourselves up, although when we say this prayer we do acknowledge our 
utter dependence on God’s mercy. 
 What I realized more and more, perhaps because it was my first time hearing the entire canon at once, 
was that it represents not so much Saint Andrew’s personal repentance, personal battle, and personal story, but 
rather it intricately weaves me and my repentance into the whole of  salvation history. What God has worked for 
us, His relationship with his creation culminating in Christ’s dispensation is recounted in the context of  my 
personal repentance. That deeply personal prayer, “Have mercy on me, O God” is juxtaposed with Saint 
Andrew’s long exposition of  God’s work in our history. 
 The eloquence with which Saint Andrew weaves these two themes, our salvation history and personal 
repentance, together is quite impressive. “Instead of  a visible Eve, I have the Eve of  the mind; the passionate 
thought in my flesh” (Ode 1). Again, and again throughout this canon he stitches these two themes together. “By 
my own free choice I have incurred the guilt of  Cain’s murder, I have killed my conscience” (Ode 1). Some might 
think this an odd juxtaposition, or yet that it is not even an important one, but it is the one point that the entirety 
of  the text makes over and over again. My personal repentance, my personal cry for God’s mercy is directly 
related to his great economy, his divine plan for me and for all of  creation. His mercy is present with me now, as it 
was present for Adam, Cain, Noah, David, and ultimately through Christ’s Cross. Saint Andrew is not really 
putting two different themes together; rather this canon speaks only of  God’s ever present and powerful mercy, 
manifest personally to me in my sinful state and throughout history to all of  humanity. 
 I used to get very frustrated hearing the text of  this canon. “Where’s Christ in all this?” I would ask 
myself. It is a common sentiment I have heard from parishioners as well as people in the seminary community. It 
turns out, however, that I must not have been paying attention too well in the past. I quick glance at Ode One of  
the Canon reveals over twelve references to Christ, just in that small part of  Andrew’s work. Christ is present here. 
This Canon is not just an exercise in Old Testament knowledge, nor is it a monk’s personal self-flagellation. When 
we celebrate this Canon liturgically, we simultaneously enter into a remembrance of  what God has done for us in 
the history of  our salvation, and we implore God to continue that mercy now for us personally. This work, and our 
liturgical commitment to it, is a great witness to a belief  in a God who is actively engaged with and concerned for 
his creation, even when it falls away from him. —Andrew Boyd
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