
ANNOUNCEMENTS - January 29, 2017

“Zacchaeus Sunday” / New Martyrs of Russia

• TROPARION OF THE RESURRECTION,  TONE SEVEN: 
By Thy Cross Thou didst destroy death; to the thief, Thou didst open Paradise. For 
the Myrrh-bearers, Thou didst change weeping into joy, and Thou didst command 
Thy Disciples, O Christ God, to proclaim that Thou art risen, granting the world 
great mercy.

• TROPARION OF THE NEW MARTYRS, Tone Four:
O ye holy hierarchs, royal passions-bearers and pastors, monastics, men, women and 
children, ye countless new-martyrs, confessors, blossoms of  the spiritual meadow of  
Russia, who have borne fruit for Christ in your endurance: Entreat Him, as the One 
that planted you, that He deliver His people from godless and evil men, and that the Church of  Russia be made steadfast 
through your blood and suffering, unto the salvation of  our souls.

• KONTAKION OF THE RESURRECTION, Tone Seven:
The dominion of  death can no longer hold men captive, for Christ descended, shattering and destroying its powers. Hades  
is bound, while the prophets rejoice and cry: the Savior has come to them that have faith. Enter, ye faithful, into the 
Resurrection.

• KONTAKION OF THE NEW MARTYRS, Tone Two:
O ye new passion-bearers of  Russia, who have with your confession finished the course of  this earth, receiving boldness 
through your sufferings: Beseech Christ Who suffered for you, that they who pray to you in the hour of  the testing of  their 
faith may receive the gift of  courage. For ye are witnesses to us who kiss your feet, that neither tribulation, prison nor death 
can separate us from the love of  God.

• NEW MARTYRS OF RUSSIA, Metropolitan Anthony (Bloom):
It has been said that the glory of  the Church of  God is its martyrs, those people who proved ready to be witnesses of  their 
God and witnesses of  their Faith up to their own death. I was asked some time ago, “Why endure martyrdom, why not be 
silent and keep one’s faith in one’s heart?”, and my answer was, “Would you, if  challenged, renounce your father, your 
mother, your child, the man or the woman whom you love, simply for the sake of  enduring no danger?” And so it was with 
the martyrs: they loved the Lord — not sentimentally, but with all their heart. They loved the Lord with all their life and 
indeed, with their death if  it proved necessary. We keep today the memory of  the new martyrs. The martyrs of  old we 
know about, and they are so distant, we are used to them; but in the last seventy years the Russian Church has brought 
thousands and thousands of  new martyrs, men, women, indeed children, who proved ready not only to proclaim their 
Faith openly, but when challenged unto death, to die rather than renounce the God and the Lord whom they venerated, 
adored and wanted to serve. The Russian Church has now established a special Feast of  the New Martyrs and Witnesses, 
that will be kept every year. Some of  their names are known and millions are unknown; but we commemorate only a few 
— those who in the first days of  the Revolution gave their lives and were therefore a beacon, an example for millions of  
others who came after them to do the same. The first was Patriarch Tikhon who was imprisoned four times and was a 
witness of  God until his death; Metropolitan Vladimir of  Kiev who was the first to be murdered by the revolutionaries; 
Metropolitan Veniamin of  St Petersburg who was accused of  treason and who, with several of  his disciples and friends, 
endured martyrdom; the Grand-Duchess Elizabeth with the nun Barbara, who died also a martyr’s death, and many of  us  
believe also that members of  the Imperial Family, who refused to be saved from the dangers of  the Revolution, who 
wanted to give up every blessing to die with their people, are martyrs and witnesses, not only of  their faith in God, but in 
the faith that they had in the nation that gave them birth and brought them up. ❦
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